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Year 8 Curriculum Introduction 

 

Welcome to Year 8, the second year of the Senior School. 

Year 8 is the second year of Key Stage 3. The curriculum in Year 8 continues to offer a broad and balanced education, 

consolidating the work from Year 7 and providing, as part of Key Stage 3, the essential foundations for the GCSE courses 

offered later in Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) and beyond. Our programmes of study take into account the rich diversity 

of nationalities in the student body. 

The school day is from 8.50 to 15.30. There are eleven lessons every day, each lasting 29 minutes, although a number of 

these will be double periods. There is a registration period of 15 minutes with tutors at the start of the day in the form 

room.  

Below is a list of subjects studied in Year 8. 

 

Subjects Studied:  English and Drama     8 

in lessons per week  French       4 

    Dutch       3 

    Spanish/German     2 

    History       3 

    Geography      3 

    Mathematics       6 

    Integrated Science     6 

    Music       3 

    Art and Design      3 

    Food Technology/Design and Technology  5 

    Information Technology     3 

    Physical Education     5 

    Personal, Social and Health Education   1 
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Homework 
 

Students in Year 8 are issued with a homework timetable of two or three subjects per night (perhaps four over the 

weekend). The time devoted to this work will vary according to the ability of the child and the type of subject but will 

normally take between 20-30 minutes per piece of work. Homework must be recorded each day in the student's agenda, 

which parents are asked to check and sign on a weekly basis. This is checked each week by the form tutor. Students are 

also encouraged to read regularly. The library has an extensive collection of books for loan. The Library is also open after 

school until 17.30 each weekday evening and at lunchtime. 

 

Reporting and Assessment 
 

Grade cards are issued during the year, with grades for attainment, effort, homework quality and homework 

punctuality. The first grade card in November is followed by a parents’ evening later that month. A second grade card 

will be issued in early March. 

Students will consider their academic performance and study habits. Tutors will also meet with each individual student 

for a formal target-setting session during the academic year. Clear targets for improvement will be set.  

Whilst students are assessed throughout the year in a variety of ways, there is also an examination period in the 

summer term. These exams take place under test conditions in classrooms and give the students some experience of 

taking tests in various subjects in a fairly short period. The results add to the unfolding picture of how students are 

progressing. 

At the end of the school year, reports are issued. These are designed to give a picture of each student’s progress through 

the year and to give some individual advice about how your son/daughter might improve in Year 9. 

In between these formal periods of contact, problems and issues may arise. Parents may contact the school and vice-

versa. The form tutor, or Head of Year are the main people to contact via the main school office if you have any 

anxieties. The form tutor remains the first point of contact.  Staff can be contacted via the main office at 

senior@britishschool.nl. 
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Tutor Time  
 

Year 8 students are divided into form groups. Each form has a form tutor. The students will spend 15 minutes at the 

beginning of each day with their form tutor who is there to help with problems, encourage students to organise 

themselves for the day, check homework entries and to discuss matters of importance.  

There is an assembly once a week. The form tutor is also available to students at the beginning of lunchtime.  Mr. Tong is 

the Head of Year 8 in 2008/9.  

 

Languages  
 

During the course of Year 8, students will be asked to choose the two languages they would like to take in Year 9. More 

details about this choice will be given out during the Spring Term. 

 

Key Dates for Year 8 during 2008/9*  
 

Grade cards:     November and March 

Parents’ Evening:    5 November 

Language choices for Year 9:  Second half of the Spring Term 

Internal Examinations:    April 23 until 8 May 

Take Your Child to Work Day:   June 3 

Reports:     July  

* Dates correct at the time of printing. Please check ParentNet for updates through the year.  

At the back of this booklet you will find what we hope will be a helpful section with further information about some of 

the most common terms and abbreviations used in the English system as well as some websites which provide 

additional background information including examinations after the age of 14 and universities. 
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Developing effective learners 
 

The BSN Senior School places students and their learning – both inside and outside the classroom – at the centre of its 

thinking and planning. Ours is a holistic education. We will be introducing the International Baccalaureate Diploma in 

September 2008 alongside A level for Years 12 and 13. Overleaf is the IB Learner Profile which we believe is applicable 

not only to students in the final two years of school but younger students too. Although we certainly encourage these 

qualities already in all students, we would expect this approach to infuse the whole curriculum in the years ahead.  

 

Inquirers They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and 

show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their 

lives. 

Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing, they acquire 

in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines. 

Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and approach complex 

problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions. 

Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one 

language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others. 

Open-minded They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the 

perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and 

evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the experience. 

Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a personal 

commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment. 

Risk-takers They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the 

independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their 

beliefs. 

Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve personal well-being 

for themselves and others. 

Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess and 

understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and personal development  

Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the 

individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that 

accompany them. 

 

The last of these qualities is addressed under the school’s Academic Honesty Policy which both discourages acts of 

academic dishonesty and malpractice and encourages students to develop decent and effective study habits which will 

stand them in good stead in the future. This policy can be viewed on the ParentNet. 
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Whether your son or daughter is an existing student, or new to the BSN, we look forward to welcoming your 

son/daughter in September and wish him/her a happy and rewarding time in Year 8. 

 

Gary Minnitt,  

Deputy Headteacher, June 2008 

 

Year 8 Art and Design 

 

Aims of the course 
 

The aims of the Year 8 Art and Design curriculum are to: 

 develop observational skills and associated techniques; 

 emphasise the need to research and develop ideas, within a given context; 

 develop the use of tone in different media; 

 explore design applications; 

 encourage the presentation of work in appropriate sequence and 

 make use of the works of artists, designers and craftsmen 

 

Details of what the course involves 
 

The emphasis in Year 8 is very much moving towards a project-orientated approach, building on skills and concepts in 

the process. Composition, perspective and proportion are important aspects of the course. 

Students are introduced to many techniques and media in the area, including observational drawing, tonal painting, 

collage, lino printing and ceramics. 

Students have a resource book in which they carry out homework, resource tasks and contextual work to support their 

class work. 
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How will the course be assessed? 
 

Continuous assessment of all disciplines and media covered throughout the year takes place in Art and Design. Marks 

are in-line with the school’s assessment criteria used on both the grade cards and end-of-year reports. 

 

Other information 
 

Students require some basic equipment to facilitate the completion of homework tasks; we recommend a set of colour 

pencils and a small set of watercolours. It is also advisable that students bring an apron or art shirt with them to les 

 

Year 8 Design and Technology 

 

Aims of the Year 8 course 
 

Design and Technology (DT) in Year 8 aims to consolidate and build upon the introduction Year 7 students had last year 

to DT in Key Stage 3. This process gives the students a framework within which they can start to identify real situations 

and solve problems in an increasingly sophisticated way, and to write a specification to guide them when designing and 

making a product. A wide range of communication techniques is taught; these techniques help the young designers to 

articulate their design ideas and to present a final design proposal ready for manufacture. Year 8 students will now be 

experienced in working in the DT environment, so they will be able to work safely with an increasingly wide range of 

media, materials and equipment. The students will develop an increased appreciation of the properties of a range of 

materials and how they can be formed and wasted safely and appropriately. At the end of the DT process, the students 

are taught how to test their finished product for fitness-for-purpose as well as quality of finish, and also how to evaluate 

their product against the original specification, to demonstrate how successfully they have been able to solve the 

problem they were set and how to propose modifications to improve the final design.  

 

Details of what the course involves 
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The DT course involves a number of different Design and Make Assignments (DMA), Focused Practical Tasks (FPT) and 

Investigation, Disassembly and Evaluation Assignments (IDEAS).  DMAs are projects designed to develop and assess the 

whole range of Designing-and-Making skills of a student through to the testing and evaluation of a final practical 

outcome. FPTs are used for teachers to demonstrate new skills and processes involving materials and equipment and for 

students to practise them safely. This raises the level of knowledge and understanding of specialist DT terms and hones 

Designing-and-Making skills. IDEAS are used to help students to understand how familiar existing products work and are 

manufactured. This helps the DT students to understand the built environment they live in, appreciate the role of 

industry in designing and making and to help them to discriminate between products fit for their intended purpose and 

products which do not meet their original specification or do not pass health and safety legislation. 
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How will the course be assessed? 
 

DT assesses three main areas of study: Designing; Making; and Knowledge and Understanding. The DT students keep a 

DT resource folder, which they build up throughout the key stage covering Years 7, 8 and 9. They record their projects 

using the DT process of Designing-and-Making as a guide. The projects are assessed at key points and targets are set to 

help the students towards future progress. There is an end-of-year examination to assess the individual level of 

knowledge and understanding accrued during the Year 8 DT course. This takes place in the Summer Term. 

 

Other information 
 

It is important to the students’ progress and well-being that they bring essential equipment to all of their DT lessons. 

Students should bring the following: 

 blue BSN DT apron available from the uniform shop 

 a band to tie back long hair 

 2B, HB and 2H pencils 

 a set of coloured pencils 

 a Geometry set including a 30cm rule, a pair-of-compasses, a 45˚set square and a 30˚/60˚ set square 

 

Year 8 English and Drama 

 

Aims of the course 
 

English is a vital way of communicating in school, in public life and internationally. Literature in English is rich and 

influential, reflecting the experience of people from many countries and times. In studying English, students develop 

skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing. It enables them to express themselves creatively and imaginatively and 

to communicate with others effectively. Students learn to become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and 

drama as well as non-fiction and media texts. The study of English helps students understand how language works by 

looking at its patterns, structures and origins. Using this knowledge, students can choose and adapt what they say and 

write in different situations. 
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Details of what the course involves 
 

The English and Drama Syllabus for Year 8 is broadly in line with the National Curriculum and National Literacy Strategy 

requirements for Key Stage Three, which focuses on the four areas of: competence in communication, creativity, cultural 

understanding and critical understanding.  

Reading 

Reading, both shared and individual, is central to the English curriculum. Students study a wide variety of literature, 

including fiction texts, plays, Shakespeare, short stories and a selection of poetry. Students also study literature from 

other cultures, autobiographical writing, literary non-fiction, and media texts. One lesson per week is allocated for 

library work.  Though students will read a variety of texts, the Year 8 English and Drama curriculum will require that 

students come to appreciate the characteristics of the gothic genre. 

Writing 

It is important that students enjoy writing; throughout the course, students are given the opportunity to express their 

ideas in a variety of forms and styles. Through planning and drafting, students are encouraged to consider the purpose 

of their writing and their audience. Students are encouraged to use dictionaries and thesauri; they are expected to 

proof-read their work before submission. Throughout the course they will produce a range of different writing, 

including: narrative writing, descriptive writing, poetry, personal writing, play scenes, formal letters, essays, a structured 

speech and magazine/newspaper articles. Language skills taught in Year 7 are reinforced; grammar and spelling skills are 

an integral part of the course. Year 8 students will need to begin to come to terms with the development of a detached 

critical voice when analysing texts. They should become increasingly familiar with embedding quotation in their work. 

Speaking and Listening 

Students will have the opportunity to participate in a wide range of speaking and listening activities, from formal 

discussion to informal contributions. All students in Year 8 present a formal speech at some stage during the year. 

Drama 

The department follows a separate Drama curriculum at Key Stage Three. Skills covered include: role-play, improvisation 

and discussion, devising scripts and performing scripted scenes, as well as evaluating their own work.  

Homework 

In addition to reading, two thirty-minute slots per week are allocated to English and Drama homework. 

The Special Needs/English as an Additional Language Faculty gives extensive support where necessary. 
 

How will the course be assessed? 

 

Students are assessed throughout the course in a variety of ways: 
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 Speaking and listening work is assessed by the teacher and a record is kept for each student; 

 Written work is assessed using a three-strand grading criteria: work is assessed for content, technical accuracy 

and effort on a scale of 1-5. All students are issued with a copy of the grading criteria and the marking code; 

 Drama performances are assessed using Drama criteria; 

 Students sit assessments in reading, writing and speaking & listening throughout the year as well as an 

examination in the Summer Term. 

Year 8 Food Technology 

 

The aims of the course  
 

The main aims of the Year 8 Food Technology are: 

 to help students to develop, plan and communicate ideas; 

 to encourage students to work creatively with food to produce quality products; 

 to further students’ knowledge and understanding of nutrition; 

 to provide opportunity for students to plan their own work considering the needs and values of intended users, 

function, hygiene, safety and cost; 

 to promote the use of ICT in the presentation of their work; and 

 to help students to develop an understanding of how culture and lifestyle affect food choice 

 

Details of what the course involves 
 

This course is arranged into 6 units of work. There are a variety of themes studied during the year including Nutrition 

and Multi-Cultural Cooking. There is a student-centred approach to all activities throughout the year.  Students work on 

a variety of tasks including Design and Make activities, experimental and investigation work.  Students are encouraged 

to work on an individual basis and in groups. 
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How will the course be assessed? 
 

Students will have their designing and making skills assessed at the end of each module but in addition homework and 

class work will be assessed throughout the year. Students will be encouraged to set their own targets for the 

improvement of their work with the help of their teachers. In addition students will have a formal written exam in the 

Summer Term. 

Year 8 Geography 

 

Aims of the course 
 

The course is designed to meet the demands of the English National Curriculum whilst recognising the European and 

international dimensions of the BSN. 

 

Details of what the course involves 
 

We cover Human, Physical and Environmental Geography in each of the years of Key Stage Three.  The skills and 

techniques of Year 7 are built upon and developed throughout the course.  

Five units are studied in Year 8.  The physical and human aspects of coastal environments are studied in Unit 1 using the 

Dutch and Dorset coasts as examples.  The economic activities of the USA and the Randstad area of The Netherlands are 

studied in the second unit. Unit 3 is a study of the rainforest ecosystem/biome including the environmental effects of 

deforestation. Unit 4 is a study of environmental issues, including the key issue of climate change. There is a trip to the 

flower auction in Aalsmeer and the steelworks in Ijmuiden. 

The main textbook used is Living Geography Book 2. 

 

How the course will be assessed? 
 

The course is examined with weekly homework graded on a numerical scale and by end-of-topic common assessments. 

These include Internet research and IT presentations, written tests and practical experiments. In the Summer Term 

there is a common examination. 
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Year 8 History 

 

Aims of the Course 
 

The aims of the course are to develop the historical knowledge and skills of all students and to enable them to apply 

historical skills to a variety of different tasks. 

  

Details of what the course involves 
 

During Year 8 students learn about significant individuals, events and changes between c.1550 and 1900. The main 

theme linking the topics taught is the idea of revolutionary change. They will analyse the origins of the Reformation and 

its implications for European society and politics and the causes of both the American and French Revolutions, and their 

consequences. Students will also study the key features of the Napoleonic era and the development of empires. 

Students will be taught the following knowledge, skills and understanding 

 chronology; 

 knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past;  

 historical interpretation; 

 historical enquiry; and 

 organisation and communication. 

Each student will be issued with the relevant textbook, though teachers make use of other resources. ICT is treated as an 

integral part of the course and students are given opportunities within the curriculum to develop their ICT skills. 

 

How will the course be assessed? 
 

Aside from the ongoing assessment of class work and homework, students are given end-of-unit knowledge tests. Also, 

students will sit a series of formal assessments, which specifically target the skills outlined above.  In addition, there is a 

common examination in the Summer Term. 
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Year 8 Information Communication  
  Technology 

 

Aims of the Course 
 

The course outline combines an online ICT course - the European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) - as well as topics and 

themes related to the English and Welsh National Curriculum Programme of Study for ICT.  Together the scheme of work 

allows students to develop their skills and appreciation for the subject.  Students follow the ECDL course through a 

series of online diagnostics as well as projects introduced and supported by staff during lessons in school. This provides a 

useful platform for future development.  

Students are encouraged to become independent learners through the use of ECDL by: 

 following the teacher’s comments and grades online helping them modify their own learning; 

 deepening their understanding of and capabilities with familiar software tools and expanding their experiences 

with unfamiliar products; 

 motivating students to engage in learning online; and 

 developing an understanding of the current and future effects of ICT on society, industry and the individual. 

 

Details of what the course involves 
 

Students become involved in the use of the standard range of office software along with a variety of online learning 

materials. The aim is to extend the student’s experiences by encouraging experimentation with software and the work 

they produce, whilst keeping an appreciation throughout the course on the appropriate use of ICT and the development 

of good practice.  Time is also taken to look at wider ICT issues and develop a good general ICT knowledge. 

All of the National Curriculum requirements are covered as required and expected at this level. 
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How will the course be assessed? 
 

Continuous assessment of the classwork assignments is recorded along with assessment for learning comments to help 

students direct their study. Homework is integrated into the coursework and there is an expectation that students will 

access both the web and standard software at home on a regular basis.  

In addition, regular online assessment tests via ECDL allow students to monitor their own progress and inform future 

learning. 

 

Other Information 
 

Students will require a USB Memory stick, for saving and transporting their work.  These are available in the school 

uniform shop. A good internet connection and access to standard software from home is also expected for the 

completing of homework. However, there is ample access to ICT areas for students at lunchtimes and after school for 

individual study where necessary, ensuring that no student is disadvantaged. 

 

Year 8 Integrated Science 

Year 8 follow an Integrated Science course.  Each class has one teacher for all their Integrated Science lessons. 

 

Aims of the course 
 

 Planning and carrying out scientific investigations. 

 Making accurate and relevant observations. 

 Recording and presenting results appropriately. 

 Working safely and co-operatively. 

 Stimulating and maintaining interest and enjoyment of science. 

 Preparing students for Year 9 separate science courses, which lay the foundations for GCSE and round off KS3. 
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Details of what the course involves 
 

Lessons are taught in purpose-built teaching laboratories and supported by experienced technical staff. The complete 

course is structured into independent modules.  The modules last about half a term and each has its own objectives.   

The modules in Year 8 are: 

 Populations 

 Using Forces 

 Elements 

 Food and Digestion 

 Earth and Space 

 Staying Alive 

 Chemical Reactions 

 Plants at work 

 Energy 

The course is based on the textbook Spotlight Science. 

How will the course be assessed? 
 

Towards the end of each module students receive a target list to help them prepare for the practical and theory tests. 

Common tests are given for each module. Equipment constraints require modules to be taught at different times of the 

year to different classes. Tests are consequently spread over the whole year. Tests are both theoretical and 

experimental in nature. Common mark schemes are used and the result converted into a percentage. In the Summer 

Term, students will also sit an end-of-year exam covering 5 of the modules that are common to all classes. 

 

Other information 
 

In addition, Thinking Science lessons are also covered in Year 8.  These start in October and are taught every 2 to 3 

weeks. Each Thinking Science lesson has a specific focus for promoting logical thinking. Teachers deliberately set 

cognitive challenges. The Thinking Science programme runs parallel to, but does not replace, other Spotlight Science 

lessons. 
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Year 8 Learning Support 

 

The Learning Support Faculty consists of two departments: Special Educational Needs and English as an Additional 

Language.  The aim of both departments is to enable students to access the curriculum more successfully. 

 

Special Educational Needs 
 

All students have individual needs, but these are not necessarily related to learning difficulties or disabilities. A student 

is defined as having Special Educational Needs if he or she has difficulty in accessing the BSN curriculum. Such a student 

may not be responding as expected to the curriculum on offer, or may not be coping within the normal classroom 

environment without additional help.  

The aim of the Special Educational Needs Department is to support a student’s social, emotional and academic needs 

using a holistic approach which focuses on the student’s strengths as well as on areas of additional need. 

In order to best meet the needs of students, a range of flexible services is provided. Students are withdrawn in small 

groups to work on basic literacy skills and keyboard skills and to receive curriculum support. In-class maths support is 

provided for students with numeracy difficulties. 

The department has a wide range of up to date resources including highly-structured, multi-sensory literacy 

programmes, software packages and audio-visual materials, in addition to a comprehensive library of more traditional 

support materials. 

 The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) works with students, parents, colleagues and other professionals 

to facilitate and support students’ learning. 

 

English as an Additional Language (EAL)  
 

English as an Additional Language (EAL) is available for those students whose mother tongue is not English.  The EAL 

department supports the mainstream subjects with an integrated programme of listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

The backgrounds of the students vary greatly and we like to build on the richness of this cultural diversity.  The aim of 

the teaching is to provide the students with a sufficient level of English to enable them, in due course, to undertake the 

full academic programme. This means that much of the work is based upon individual needs.  Our teaching necessarily 

focuses on small groups and individuals.  
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A wide range of audio-visual and paper-based materials is used to facilitate language learning in meaningful and realistic 

contexts for the age of the students and in close collaboration with subject teachers.  In addition to this withdrawal 

work, we provide support in subject classes to small groups and individuals who are having particular difficulty accessing 

the curriculum. 

In order to motivate students further, we organise external examinations at all levels and these are recognised by 

institutions and organisations all over the world. 

 

Year 8 Mathematics 

 

Aims of the Course 
 

The aims of the course are to increase the mathematical skills of the individual and to enable students to apply these 

skills in solving a variety of problems in different contexts. 

 

Details of what the course involves 
 

The course follows the lines set out in the National Curriculum and the National Numeracy Strategy in accordance with 

the Mathematics Framework. This comprises four areas of study in which students increase their knowledge and skills: 

 using and applying mathematics: identify the necessary information to solve a problem; represent and interpret 

solutions in algebraic, geometric or graphical form; 

 number and algebra: mental and written arithmetic including fractions, percentages and ratio; more 

complicated linear equations and sequences,  y=mx+c,  non-linear formulae; 

 shape and space: geometry, transformations, construction and mensuration; and 

 data handling: collecting, processing and representing discrete and continuous data; comparison of two data 

sets using simple statistics and graphs; mutually exclusive and exhaustive events in probability and expectation 

The main text used is Framework Maths 8, published by Oxford University Press. 
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Each student will be issued with a text book, though teachers make use of many other resources. In particular, ICT is 

treated as an integral part of the course and students will be taught how to apply mathematics using spreadsheets as 

well as statistics, algebra and geometry packages. 

The Mathematics Faculty practises setting its students using the recommendations of present teachers, as well as 

written tests. Nevertheless, students follow similar schemes of work in the above areas, the difference largely being in 

terms of depth and pace. In this way the faculty is more able to meet the mathematical needs of each individual 

student. Students new to BSN are given a diagnostic entrance test. It should also be noted that setting is not permanent 

and through the close monitoring of individual progress, students may move up as well as down the sets during the year. 

 

How will the course be assessed? 
 

Aside from the regular assessment of class work and homework, students are given half-termly tests. Also, there is a 

summer examination to assess the student’s long-term retention of knowledge. 

 

Year 8 Modern Foreign Languages 

 

Dutch 
 

Aims of the course 
 

Students are divided into three or four sets in Dutch in Year 8. The sets range from those who are quite fluent through to 

students who are (near) beginners. The course aims to make the students aware of the Dutch culture around them and 

to give them the confidence that they require to function in everyday situations in the language. By the end of the 

course, intermediate students should be able to use the present and past tenses with a reasonable amount of accuracy. 

They should also be coming to terms with the word order rules. The advanced students should be able to use these 

concepts with a greater degree of accuracy. Those students in the advanced group should also feel at ease with the 

written language. In the top sets students will be prepared for the GCSE (Foreign Language) in Dutch. If your son or 

daughter is in one of these sets, we will write to you with more details at the beginning of Year 8.  

 

Details of what the course involves 
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Students in the intermediate group work with the course book ABC of the Netherlands, which has been written by the 

school. They will study chapters 6-13 of the book. Students in the advanced group will work on a different folder of 

materials that the school has produced. The topics covered will include Customs, Traffic Problems, Health and Welfare, 

Weather, and Current and Recent Events. 

 

How will the course be assessed ? 
 

Students are assessed in the four skill areas during the course. There is an examination during the Summer Term in all 

four skill areas. The result of this examination is used along with the assessment tasks to form the end-of-year report. 

Those students who are in the top sets will sit their GCSE in Dutch (Foreign Language) at the end of the year. 

 

Dutch assistant 
 

The school has a Dutch assistant who will work with extremely advanced students on an individual basis during some of 

the lessons in order to maintain their level of fluency and accuracy. The same assistant is also available to help those 

beginners who arrive during the school year and have no knowledge of the language. 

French 
 

 

Aims of the course 
 

As from September 2008, students in Year 8 are set in French, according to their level of ability. There are three or four 

different set groupings. The aim of the course is to further promote the enjoyment of learning and using French, 

developing skills gained in Year 7 to a higher level and consolidating the students’ understanding of the structure of the 

language in order to equip them with the tools needed to use French in everyday situations.  Students who arrive in Year 

8 with no previous experience of French will be issued with our own Year 7 book and will also have the opportunity to 

attend catch-up lessons with a French speaker.  

 

Details of what the course involves 
 

Students work with the course book Metro Rouge 2, with differentiated schemes of work depending upon which set 

they are in.  Students cover various topics including School Life, Health and Fitness, Food and Drink, Shopping and 

Money Matters, and Holidays, and will also focus on learning to use the past tense. Homework will be set once a week, 

or twice a week for shorter tasks. 
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How will the course be assessed? 
 

Students are assessed in the four skills throughout the course and staff will also set homework requiring students to 

learn core vocabulary and structures.   These assessments will then contribute to the attainment grade on grade cards, 

which are issued twice during Year 8.   There will be a formal exam in the Summer Term of Year 8, testing knowledge 

and understanding of the subject matter covered in the course.   

 

Native Speakers 
 

Those students with a native or near native speaker level of language, either by virtue of their nationality or residence in 

a French-speaking country, will be offered an alternative course to prepare them for the GCSE exam. 

 

German 
 

 

Aims of the course 
 

This is a short half-year taster course aimed at giving a basic introduction to the German language. The skills of listening, 

speaking and reading are covered. There is very little written work and no homework is set. Students work with the 

spoken language in both transactional and conversational situations. 

 

Details of what the course involves 
 

Students work with a course book produced by the German Department. They cover four topics: Food and Shopping, 

Restaurants, Using Services: Post and Public Transport, Telling the Time and Tourist Information (places in town, 

directions, opening hours), preparation for the Ahrweiler trip. At the end of the course, students keep their workbook 

that contains a list of all of the vocabulary and structures covered. 

 

How will the course be assessed? 
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Students are assessed in the three skill areas during the course. There is no formal assessment at the end of the course. 

All students receive a standard report in the summer. 

 

Native speakers 
 

This course assumes that students have little or no knowledge of German. Those students with an advanced level of 

language, either by virtue of their nationality or residence in a German-speaking country, will be offered an alternative 

course to prepare them for the GCSE exam. 
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Spanish 
 

 

Aims of the course 
 

This is a short half-year taster course aimed at giving a basic introduction to the Spanish language. The skills of listening, 

speaking and reading are covered. There is no written work and no homework is set. Students work with the spoken 

language in both transactional and conversational situations. 

 

Details of what the course involves  
 

Students work with a course book produced by the Spanish Department. They cover four topics: The Tourist Office; Post 

Office and Telephone, Home Town; and Free Time. At the end of the course, students keep their workbook that contains 

a list of all of the vocabulary and structures covered. 

 

How will the course be assessed ?  
 

Students are assessed in the three skill areas during the course. There is no formal assessment at the end of the course. 

All students receive a certificate of achievement at the end of the course. 

 

Native speakers 
 

The main course assumes that students have little or no knowledge of Spanish. Those students with an advanced level of 

language, either by virtue of their nationality or residence in a Spanish-speaking country, will be offered an alternative 

course to prepare them for the GCSE exam. 

 

Year 8 Music 
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Aims of the course 
 

The aims of the Year 8 Music curriculum are: 

 the reinforcement of the core musical skills developed in Year 7, such as notation, awareness of pitch and 

discrimination between instruments; 

 to introduce new and exciting concepts and styles, broadening students' musical tastes and horizons; 

 to encourage pupils to make personal responses to music, and to evaluate works of music; 

 to encourage pupils to create music individually and in groups, working as a team and constructing coherent 

patterns; and 

 to encourage performance both in and outside the classroom, solo and ensemble, vocal and instrumental 

 

Details of what the course involves 
 

All students will spend one and a half hours each week developing their notational understanding through a 

combination of practical activities in singing, playing, composing, listening/appraising, written exercises and Music 

Technology. Students also study six projects, focussed around a specific musical genre, set of musical skills, group of 

instruments or music from a non-Western culture, and research assignments are given as homework. Students work on 

two projects with up-to-date Music ICT hardware/software. Much of the classwork is designed to stretch pupils’ 

individual musical capabilities, and pupils are encouraged to broaden their musical skills base through the Performing, 

Composing and Listening/Appraising, and learning is enabled through a mixture of full-class, small group, pairs and 

individual activities. 
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How will the course be assessed? 
 

Continuous assessment of practical activities, including performance and composition, takes place throughout the year. 

Homework is linked to furthering understanding of the project topics, and is a mixture of aural, practical and written 

tasks.  There is a short listening/theory test during the Summer Term which covers many aspects of the year's work. 

Marks throughout the course given are in line with the school’s assessment criteria used on both the grade cards and 

end-of-year reports. 

 

Other information 
 

Instrumental and vocal lessons with quality visiting staff are available through the school at an additional cost.  In the 

first instance an application form should be downloaded or collected from the Senior School Music Office and returned 

to the Director of Music, Mr John Saunders.  A proportion of lessons are taken by Year 7-9 students during the academic 

day, on a continually rotating timetable, with other lessons taking place after school and into the evening where 

appropriate. 

 

All students, whether they have lessons or not, are strongly encouraged to participate in school ensembles. A variety of 

ensembles support the curriculum.  In recent years, these have included: Junior Choir, Senior Choir, Recorder Group, 

Guitar Ensemble, rock groups, Swing Band, Concert Band, String Group, String Quartet, Orchestra, Flute Choir, Close 

Harmony Group, Traditional Music Group and a variety of other ad-hoc ensembles which vary throughout the year. We 

also help provide further opportunities for more advanced musicians, with links to several groups and organisations 

beyond the school.  For more information please contact the Music Office on 071 560 2262. 

 

Year 8 Physical Education 

 

Aims of the course 
 

By offering a broad, balanced and progressive curriculum involving a range of challenging and enjoyable experiences to 

all students, the PE faculty aims to promote the following: 

 the physiological development of the student 

 the development of movement co-ordination and the acquisition of a range of motor skills 
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 an understanding and appreciation of a range of physical activities 

 an understanding and appreciation of health, fitness and the benefits of being involved in regular physical 

activity 

 an ability to work with others and to value their contribution without prejudice towards gender, ability and 

social/cultural background 

 the development of personal qualities e.g. tolerance, leadership, fair play and responsibility 

 an ability to plan and compose movement sequences in a variety of activities 

 an ability to recognise, to understand, and to appreciate varying levels of performance 

 the value and importance of physical exercise as a leisure time pursuit in the wider community 

 the development of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding for future vocations in sport and recreation 

 

Objectives 
 

 To provide and maintain an orderly, well-structured and safe environment conducive to learning and 

achievement 

 To provide an effective PE curriculum, available to all and appropriate to student needs.  By doing so, this will 

promote the physiological development of students 

 To provide for the development of both physical competence and awareness of aesthetic appreciation and of 

personal and social skills 

 To promote the link between regular physical activity and a healthy lifestyle 

 To provide for the development of the following: 

 

Skills:  motor, problem-solving, decision-making and co-operation 

Knowledge:  rules, basic health, fitness and physiological aspects 

Concepts:  of defence, attack, space, safety, healthy lifestyles, teamwork and appreciation of movement 

Attitudes:  of fair play, responsibility, confidence and commitment 
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Details of what the course involves 
 

All Year 8 girls receive instruction in the following activities: 

 

Athletics    Netball 

Dance     Rounders 

Gymnastics    Basketball 

Hockey     Soccer  

Health- Related Fitness   Softball    

Cricket         

     

All Year 8 boys receive instruction in the following activities: 

 

Athletics    Rugby  

Basketball    Soccer  

Cricket     Tennis 

Cross-country    Softball 

Gymnastics     

Health Related Fitness 
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How will the course be assessed?  
 

At the end of each unit of work every child is graded based on a scale of 1 – 5 (1 is high, 5 is low). These criteria have 

been written with reference to the PE National Curriculum levels. The scale has been selected to dovetail into the school 

system of 1 – 5, which is used in both grade cards and formal reports. 

The process of assessment is fully explained to all students at the start of each academic year and they are reminded 

throughout the year. There is a permanent display of these criteria on the PE notice board outside the main changing 

rooms. 

Grades are recorded, firstly, on the register at the end of the final session. These are then transferred onto the profile 

sheet that forms a central database of information. These grades are the ones that will be used on the reports at the end 

of the academic year. Students are also encouraged to evaluate their own work by completing a self-assessment grade. 

 

Other Information 
 

Sports Kit Senior School 

 

Shorts Navy blue or black shorts or, for girls, cycle shorts in a plain dark colour or hockey skirt (BSN 

uniform shorts available) 

Miscellaneous  sports socks, shin pads and mouth guard 

Sweatshirt  Navy blue sweatshirt with logo  

Polo shirt  Grey polo shirt with logo  

Rugby kit (boys)  Navy rugby shirt, black rugby shorts, black sport socks  

Shoes   Trainers, hockey, rugby or football boots, as appropriate. Indoor trainers (No black soles) 

Tracksuit bottoms Navy blue [BSN uniform tracksuit available]  

Optional items:  Tennis clothes, tracksuit jacket, hockey stick bag 

 

 


