
 

NEWSLETTER #1 2 SEPTEMBER 2010 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the start of what promises to be a very special school 

year. Hopefully youôve all had a good summer and are ready to get 

into new or familiar routines. All staff have been in school during 

the holiday working hard to ensure that you and your children will 

be welcomed into an inviting and stimulating school environment. 

We have all been planning for the new class formations and for the 

new roles which many of us are taking on in school. We have been 

very happy to be able to welcome Sjoert Fleurke into our team 

again as a part time learning support assistant, and to welcome Hillie Jippes in her new role as P.E. specialist, which she will 

take on alongside her Dutch, library and garden commitments. 

As a team we are committed to ensuring that this school year is a very positive one which is rich and varied in learning 

experiences for the children. The small class sizes will enable us to optimally meet childrenôs individual needs, and we are 

planning activities which will bring the different age groups together to extend the learning opportunities and social interaction for 

the children. We are also planning enrichment activities which will óinvite the outside world inô, for example visits from musicians, 

dancers, children from local schools, as well as planning another Science Day led by Philip Rose, and hopefully another visit by 

the English Theatre Company. We are also looking forward to another visit from Helen Sharman. 

On the theme of welcoming people in, we are also very happy to be able to welcome the Meikleham family to our school. 

Gregory, who will be joining the Foundation 1 class, came to look at the school earlier this week with his parents, William and 

Patricia. We are glad that they decided to join us. 

We would like to welcome you all to join us for an initial information meeting next Tuesday September 7th, at 17.30. The timing 

hopefully makes it possible for dads to join us too, and a crèche will be available if you need to bring your children. The meeting 

will begin with a whole school information session, and you will then have the opportunity to go to your childrenôs classrooms to 

meet their staff and receive class-specific information. We anticipate that the meeting will last no longer than an hour. This will 

take the place of the afternoon classroom sessions provided last year. 

We will also continue with our Friday afternoon Golden Assemblies this year, from 14.50-15.15. We are always pleased to 

welcome parents to these assemblies, and the children are very proud to receive their golden certificates in front of parents. The 

first golden assembly will be tomorrow, Friday 3rd September. There will be no golden assembly next Friday, 10th September, as I 

will be travelling to Ireland for Joanna Morganôs wedding! 

As it is Ramadan at present, our Muslim families will be fasting until the end of next week. This affects the Zaal Alias and Fahyani 

families. To mark the end of Ramadan, we will have an assembly at 8.40 on Monday September 13th, in which we will share 

some snacks in order to acknowledge our friendsô celebration of Eid al Fitr. Parents are welcome to attend this. 

The school newsletter will continue to be sent to you every second Thursday during this school year. There will also be a hard 

copy available in the entrance hall and a copy on the BSN website. We are proud of our newsletter as one of our methods of 

communicating with you, and we are sure that you will learn 

about lots of exciting activities which your children have been 

involved in throughout the coming year, as well as receiving 

important information. In todayôs newsletter, we hope you enjoy 

all the photos of your children making the most of their first few 

days.  

Kind regards, 

Sue Beattie and the Helen Sharman School Team 

 

Key Dates 

7 September 
Parentsô Information Meeting  
(17:30 start) 

17 September Staff Training Day (School closed) 

25 Oct. ï 1 Nov. (incl.) Half Term 

17 December Autumn Term ends (@12:00) 



First day back at School 


