
 

NEWSLETTER #7 16 DECEMBER 2010 

Dear Parents, 
 

It seems hard to believe that we are at the end of our first term, and what a term itôs been! As a school we made a commitment to 

making this very special year a positive one, rich in learning experiences for the children. This term we have sharedé. the very 

successful Whole School Topic, Ramadan and Eid, Diwali, Irish Week culminating with a performance of Irish music, Science 

Day with Philip Rose, healthy fruit snack each day, a range of after-school clubs, the Shoe Box appeal, staff assemblies, Sint 

Maarten, Sinterklaas and much more. More recently we have enjoyed Decorations Day, Songs around the Christmas Tree and 

we look forward to a whole school Christmas lunch. Last, but definitely not least, on Friday evening the school was filled with 

children, staff, parents and friends for our unforgettable whole school performance of Peter Pan. 
 

The charity collection during the Christmas performance evening raised ú95 for BOSK, which supports children with Spina Bifida 

and their families. 
 

Last Wednesday we were joined by a group of students from the Social Pedagogic Academy in Groningen where Sjoert Fleurke 

is studying part time. They were joined by a group of International Students studying in Groningen for a Masterôs Degree in 

Education. After the visit, one of the students wrote the glowing report which we have included in this newsletter. Many thanks to 

Sjoert who led the visit. Sjoert will now be leaving us to take up an additional post at the GSV, alongside his studies. It was a 

bonus to have Sjoert working with us again as a learning support assistant this term and we wish him all the best with his new 

challenges. Sjoertôs role in Y2/3 will be taken over by Hanneke Blijham, who has worked with us in the past as a supply teacher. 

 

This yearôs Christmas lunch will take place this Thursday in the school hall at 12.00. Many thanks to all parents who returned 

their invitation to confirm that they would be coming. It promises to be a lot of fun, and hopefully tasty too!  

On Friday there will be an assembly at 11.30 in which we will sadly say goodbye to Emma Weening and her family. All parents 

are welcome. The term will end afterwards at 12.00. 

 

Very special New Year wishes go to the Foster-Conerney family, who will be sharing 2011 with baby Matilda who was born on 

December 4th. Congratulations Georganne, Andrew and Thomas. 
 

Many of the activities mentioned above were a team effort, 

made possible thanks to the efforts of our strong staff team and 

the tremendous ongoing support offered to us by parents. May I 

take this opportunity, on behalf of my colleagues, to thank all 

parents warmly for your time, energy and enthusiasm over the 

past term and to wish you a very Happy New Year.  
 

Best wishes, 
 

Sue Beattie and the Helen Sharman Team 

Key Dates 

16 December Christmas Lunch (12.00-13.00) 

17 December 
Farewell assembly (11.30) 
Autumn Term ends (@12.00) 

4 January Spring Term starts 

6 January Swimming starts (F2 upwards) 

11 January School photographer 
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Letter from Social Pedagogic Academy student 
 

On Wednesday 8th December, some students from International Master of Education programme were invited to a 

school visit to the British Junior School of Assen and I consider myself lucky to have been one of them. Although the 

visit itself was only a few short hours, there was a lot to take in- both the information presented and the school 

environment itself. On arrival, we were greeted with warm smiles, coffee and biscuits, and were taken on a short tour 

of the school. The children were creating decorations for their Christmas tree so we were allowed into their classes 

to interact with them and they were quite happy to have new people to talk to and show their creations. 

What struck me most was the atmosphere of the school- comfortable and welcoming. The school stresses inclusive 

education and in a presentation and discussion, we were told about some of the ways in which school life was made 

inclusive. From Individual Development Plans for students, to notebooks for parent/teacher correspondence, to 

teaching instruction for all learners ( audio, visual and kinaesthetic )  at all levels, the school was focused on student 

engagement. 

I am from Trinidad and Tobago, a small nation in the Caribbean. Personally, I was very much interested to note 

similarities- children s enthusiasm, bright class posters, nurturing teachers, but I was most interested in the 

differences. Our Ministry of Education is in the process of decentralising and part of making this process work is for 

schools to use development plans. Change can be a long road however, but this school has given insight into how 

school stakeholders can be brought together to make things work. This gives me hope for my country s future. 

Unfortunately, this is the Junior School s last year of existence, but there is a wealth of knowledge in the school, 

and I am thankful I was able to catch even the smallest peek at it.  

Tracey Lucas  

 

Headteacher  Awards 

This Monday, the Head Teacherôs Awards for this term 

were presented. The following children very proudly came up 

to be given their medal. Congratulations all of you! At the 

award ceremony, all children were also 

presented with a bag of traditional 

American Christmas candies 

sent very kindly all the way from 

Chicago by Barbara Mohammed, who 

used to teach at the school. The 

children of Y4/5/6 have 

written to Barbara to 

thank her.  

KS1 Writer Emma Weening & 
Freya McGregor KS2 Writer Adewura Adeiye 

Sporting Hero Sam Thompson 
Most Improved KS1 Harman Marwah 
Most Improved KS2 Joel Brigham 

Peaceful Playground KS1 Rosyad Fahyani 

Peaceful Playground KS2 Aufar Fahyani 

Mega Maths KS1 
Mauricio Garcia & 

Thomas Conerney 

Mega Maths KS2 
Irfan Zaal Alias 

Rising Star 
May-Lan Rosellon 

Prakoso 
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  The Helen Sharman School presents 
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