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1 An Introduction for Potential Year 12 & 13 
Students 

 
Welcome to your first taste of the Sixth Form!  This section contains information 
which should guide you through the stages of choosing your courses for the 
next two years, or so. 
 
The two years spent in the Sixth Form (Years 12 and 13) should be a time when you 
can concentrate on subjects which you truly enjoy and develop your own ideas and 
opinions. Since these will be your last two years at school, they are vital stepping 
stones onto higher education and future employment.   
   
Good qualifications and personal skills are becoming essential if you want to play a 
key part in a rapidly changing society and, at the same time, widen the scope of 
opportunities available to you.  It is vital to aim at as high an academic level as 
possible and to develop the broad range of skills and understanding needed for 
independent learning and future careers.  
  
We believe the learning atmosphere and the personal support we offer to students at 
The British School in The Netherlands promote maturity and success. We help our 
students to make the transition from GCSE to the Sixth Form by providing a clear 
academic structure, while encouraging an openness of approach between tutors and 
students. We try to help our students to become young adults and treat them as 
such.  
  
Our Sixth Form structure at The British School in The Netherlands has been 
immensely successful for many years. This has resulted in over 80% of our students 
moving on into their first choice institution for higher education consistently over the 
years, whether that be universities, art colleges, or drama and music schools in a 
variety of countries. Much of this success is based upon our A Level pass-rate which 
continues to be excellent (see appendix for details) as well as the opportunities 
outside the classroom for students. It has also been the result of good teaching, 
friendly relations between staff and students, individual attention, and the ambition 
which has been generated among the students themselves.  This has meant that we 
have built up a good reputation in the universities for taking the greatest care in 
presenting our candidates' abilities and achievements in an honest and positive way. 
We fully expect similar success with IB which will produce its first results in the 
summer of 2010. 
  
The Sixth Form does, however, impose a clear obligation upon individuals to work 
hard and effectively. It is very important for students to pursue their studies in a place 
where work is taken seriously; where they can get good advice and help from tutors 
who know the individual well; where they can relate to adults in a relaxed way and 
have easy access to the Head & Deputy Head of Year, the Director of IB, careers 
counsellors, deputy heads and the Headteacher. For our part, we make every effort 
to help an individual to maximise their potential and, hence, their opportunities. 
 
Good luck with your choices!  Please ask relevant staff if you need help at any 
stage.  
 
Nicola Welch         Bridget van de Pol         Helen Andrews                 
Head of Years 12 & 13          Director of IB   Deputy Head of Years 12 & 13         
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2 Year 12 and 13 Conduct 
 
Life in Year 12 & 13 is different from that in the rest of the school. Students in these 
years follow different courses, wear different dress and have greater freedom and 
privileges than those lower down the school. However, such freedom needs to be 
used constructively and with regard to the needs and sensitivities of others. 
  

Attendance and Punctuality 
  
Students must attend school continuously from 0850 until 1530.  The exception to 
this rule is the one home study period where students have permission to study at 
home.  This is a privilege which is earned by students once they have demonstrated 
that they have settled well to Sixth Form life. This means that members of Years 12 
and 13 are expected to be present for all lessons in their programme of study: you 
must attend all academic subjects, Theory of Knowledge or General Studies, the 
lecture programme, sport, tutorial periods, study periods, assemblies and registration. 
Unexplained absences will be carefully followed up and investigated; it is expected 
that students should have the courtesy to inform their tutors and subject teachers of 
all absences known in advance. You should take responsibility for catching up on any 
work missed. You also need to be punctual to all of your commitments; subject 
teachers will follow up individual issues with tutors. 
  

Performance 
 
You are expected to produce your best piece of work for every task assigned to you. 
You should realise that this involves spending at least 15 hours a week working 
outside of formal lessons. You should also recognise that, in most cases, poorly 
completed work cannot be repeated without major consequences for progress in 
other areas. Your attainment, effort and attitude will be formally monitored at regular 
interviews by grade cards and reports and via regular discussions with tutors. The 
aim of this is to ensure that you are achieving your potential and provide motivation 
and support for those struggling. In the rare cases where students are under-
performing due to a consistent lack of effort we reserve the right to remove them from 
a particular course. These discussions will be crucial in helping you to plan ahead 
effectively and to become more reflective in your approach to work. 
  

Private Study 
  
All students in Years 12 and 13 will have a certain amount of private study time.  This 
is time during the school day when you are not timetabled to be in a lesson.  During 
this time you are expected to be in one of the designated Sixth Form work areas, 
which include the Library and Sixth Form Common Room, or else working at home 
under the system outlined below under óSigning Outô. Students will be asked to plan 
their study periods with the help of their tutors at the start of the academic year. The 
use of study periods will be carefully monitored throughout the year. 
 
Private study, both at school and at home, is an essential element of AS, A2 and IB 
work; a student cannot be successful without a considerable commitment.  Study at 
this level entails greater motivation and self-discipline on the part of the student than 
will have been the case in previous years.  Increasingly, you will become more self-
reliant and take greater responsibility for your own work and progress.  This must be 
understood and accepted from the very beginning. Year 12 and 13 students have to 
think for themselves a great deal more, and adopt greater independence of thought.  
The system in Years 12 and 13 does much to help cultivate these work habits, and to 
prepare the foundations for university study. 
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Signing Out 
 
Once you have returned your signing-out letter, for your home-study leave, you will 
be allowed to either go home at the end of period 8 on one afternoon in the week or 
arrive at school before break once a week. Students with a home study period must 
sign in and out at the main school office.  At lunchtime, students may sign 
themselves out in the book located in the Sixth Form Office and then sign themselves 
back in time to go to afternoon lessons.  Students should be on the premises at all 
other times.  Students failing to sign in or out correctly will lose these privileges. 
  

Tutors 
  
The tutor is there to support and guide the student. All students will have a one-on-
one academic monitoring time with their tutor where targets for their immediate future 
will be discussed and set.  For this relationship to be effective, students must 
recognise the need for honesty and commitment in tutorial time; you must also be 
prepared to organise yourself for discussion with tutors.   
  

Dress 
  
Students may wear their own clothes but these should be smart, clean, respectable, 
safe and suitable for a constructive working environment. More detail about dress is 
contained in the student handbook sent to all parents and students at the beginning 
of the academic year. 
 

Common Room 
  
All students may have the use of this room at break and lunchtime. The room must 
be kept tidy. During lesson times the room is available for quiet study only. 
  

i-pods & similar devices 
  
Students can only use these during private study in the Common Room. Volume 
must be set so as not to disturb others sitting nearby. 
  

Loss of Sixth Form Privileges 
 
Students who fail to comply with the code of conduct above, fail to hand in work, or 
whose behaviour is seen to be inappropriate may experience the loss of one or more 
of their privileges. For example, students will be required to attend supervised study 
after school or they may lose their Home Study privileges. In serious cases, students 
may be at risk of being excluded from school for a limited period, or even 
permanently. Parents will be kept informed of situations which are causing concern. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 The Year 12 and 13 Common Programme 
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3.1 General Studies 
  
The General Studies programme operates for an average of one hour a week for all 
students in Year 12 and may run into Year 13. The details of the programme are 
currently under review, but will include preparation for THIMUN and sections 
focussing on Personal Health and Careers Guidance. 
 
Sport 
Physical Education is a compulsory subject in Years 12 and 13.  All students receive 
a one and a half hour session per week.  During each term you will be given a choice 
from at least four activities. 
  
The following activities would normally be available during the academic year:  
Hockey, Football, Basketball, Volleyball, Weight Training, Aerobics, Self Defence, 
Trampoline, Tennis, Badminton, Softball, Athletics, Skating, Golf, Swimming, Squash 
and Cricket. 
 
Within the programme of study there is an emphasis on physical fitness and a 
healthy lifestyle, as well as preparing our students to make the most of their 
recreational opportunities throughout their lives. 
  

3.2 English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
  
Aims of the Course 
English as an Additional Language (EAL) is available for those pupils whose mother 
tongue is not English.  The EAL department supports the mainstream subjects at Key 
Stage 5 with an integrated programme of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. 
 
Details of what the course involves 
The backgrounds of the pupils vary greatly and we like to build on the richness of this 
cultural diversity.  This means that much of the work is based upon individual needs.  
Our teaching necessarily focuses on small groups and individuals and the aim of the 
teaching is to provide the pupils with a sufficient level of English to enable them to 
undertake the full academic programme. 
 
A wide range of audio-visual and paper-based materials are used to facilitate 
language learning in meaningful and realistic contexts for the age of the pupils, and 
in close collaboration with subject teachers. 
 
In order to further motivate pupils we organise external examinations at all levels and 
these are recognised by institutions all over the world.   
 
How will the course be examined? 
A wide range of international examinations are available through University of 
Cambridge ESOL including FCE, CAE and CPE. All the examinations relate to BSN 
and The Council of Europe language levels and are recognized as accurate 
assessments of communicative competence in English in more than 150 countries. 
The British Council in Amsterdam administers the examinations which test the 
following skills and knowledge and are good preparation for academic study: 
 
To prepare for these examinations students will focus on five areas: language use, 
reading, writing, speaking and listening. The reading examination will test 
understanding of gist, main points, detail, text structure, the ability to extract specific 
information and the deduction of meaning.  In the writing paper, students will be 
required to produce articles, reports, a letter or a composition task. The paper tests 
range of vocabulary and structure, accuracy of vocabulary, structure, spelling and 
punctuation, appropriacy, organisation and cohesion and task achievement. The 
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listening examination is designed to test understanding of gist, main points, detail or 
specific information or the deduction of meaning.  The speaking component of the 
examination is designed to assess spoken ability in the use of grammar, the use of 
vocabulary, pronunciation, interactive communication and task achievement.  
 
In addition, students can prepare for the IELTS examination, a valid alternative to 
English Language GCSE for university entrance in a number of countries including 
Britain.  We also provide assistance with university entrance applications. 
 
More information is available on www.britishschool.nl under EAL or through an 
appointment with Mr. Malcolm Hebden, Head of the Learning Support Faculty. 
 
 

3.3 ECDL 
Advanced ECDL will be available to students in Year 12 & 13. However it will not be 
formally timetabled and individual arrangements will have to be made with the ICT 
Department. 
 

3.4 Study Skills / Learning Support   
 
Study Skills provides support in Year 12 - for those students who require this help - 
with approaches to study and guidance with individual needs to allow students to 
access their academic year successfully.  This is a timetabled option to complement 
studentsô examination programme. The aim is to provide a reflective, active, self-
evaluation approach to learning and develop a deeper understanding of study skills 
through a variety of skills lessons. Students in Y13 who require Study Skills guidance 
can receive short term assistance when required. 
 
Study Skills helps with: 
 

¶ Encouraging students to think about the skills they already have; 

¶ Organisation and prioritising work loads; 

¶ Assessing and adapting revision skills; 

¶ Providing resources to help evaluate, reflect upon and manage their learning; 

¶ Offering guidance on how to tackle activities they might find difficult; 

¶ Helping them understand more about learning, intelligence and memory work 
and how to develop critical and analytical thinking skills; 

¶ Building confidence and self-esteem  
 
 

3.5 Pastoral Care 
 
Each student, regardless of their academic pathway, is assigned a personal tutor 
who has the day-to-day responsibility for the pastoral care of a group of 
approximately 12 to 16 students.  The group meets with the tutor each morning for 
registration and tutors will arrange to discuss your progress individually in more detail 
at regular intervals during registration sessions.  
 
The tutor is responsible for the initial gathering of information for the production of 
references for higher education and the writing of the personal section of such 
references, and throughout Year 12 and into Year 13, they keep in close contact with 
their students to ensure that they have gained a balanced view of your progress and 
achievements.  Guidance is, of course, provided if the tutor is aware that a student is 
experiencing difficulties of any kind.  The Head and Deputy Head of Sixth Form, 
liaising with the Director of IB, manage the tutor team and the pastoral programme 
and are always available for personal consultation and guidance. 
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3.6 Careers Guidance 
 
 The Head of Careers co-ordinates the advice and guidance services offered to 
students.  The emphasis in the delivery of careers education is to empower 
students to become pro-active in their consideration of post-18 choices, so that 
their decisions are based on sound information, and an assessment of 
aptitudes and interests.  At the same time, within a programme established to 
offer both individual and group counselling, students are made aware of the need 
to enhance their marketability, by encouraging them to develop a broad-based 
academic and personal curriculum vitae.  
 
The school is a full member of the Independent Schools Careers Organisation 
(ISCO), which provides a range of documentary and support services to both 
students, staff and parents. ISCO also organise a range of careers experience 
courses which our students are encouraged to attend during the Summer Term 
of their Year 12 studies.  
 
The school has a comprehensive, dedicated Careers Library which is available 
for use by all students during the Main Library opening hours.  In addition, 
there are a number of recognised and accredited careers resources available 
on the school computer network; the department also subscribes to a number 
of online databases and resources. 
 
Every Year 11 student is a member of the ISCO Futurewise scheme having 
participated in Morrisby Psychometric profiling at the end of Year 10. The 
results of this profiling, together with the academic records and personal 
ambitions of students are used to inform both individual and group counselling 
interviews with ISCO representatives and the Head of Careers during the 
Autumn and Spring Terms. During these interviews, academic progress is 
discussed within the context of considering appropriate options for future 
studies and eventual careers.  Each student receives a personal action plan, 
intended to facilitate a realistic understanding of themselves, and of the skills 
required in those areas of interest to them.  The Head of Careers also attends 
the Year 11 Options Evening, in order to provide students and their parents 
with information, so as to ensure that courses chosen are appropriate to 
student careers orientations. 
 
Consolidating and augmenting the studentôs personal and academic profiles prior to 
university application is a key element in careers education and guidance in the two 
sixth-form years. The programme is designed to ensure that students are fully 
conversant with all the options available to them, confident in the decisions they will 
be taking and fully prepared for life beyond school, whatever route they choose to 
take. 
 
In Year 12, a component of the General Studies programme will cover the 
range of courses available in Higher and Further Education worldwide.  All 
students sit the Morrisby Coursefinder tests during the programme; the results 
of this help to refine student choices and provide a basis for further research. 
In addition, Year 12 students are interviewed individually in order to ensure 
that the most appropriate and rewarding courses available to each student 
may be identified. The completion of a formal C.V. forms part of the General 
Studies programme, too, with students encouraged to identify those aspects of 
their personal portfolios that need developing or augmenting.  In addition, all 
students are given detailed guidance and support in order to produce a 
Personal Statement in preparation for university applications. In February, the 
annual Careers Evening is held, in order to provide students in Years 11, 12 
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and 13 with the opportunity to meet people from a wide range of different 
professions, and to discuss their careers aspirations.  Information relating to 
"Gap Year" activities is also provided. At the end of Year 12, students 
participate in a one day Management Assessment workshop which is intended 
to raise their awareness of the skills and attitudes that are essential for 
success in their life beyond school. 

In Year 13, students are given practical help in the final preparation of their 
application for university.  This includes individual interviews with the Head of 
Careers and experience of a more formal interview with a specialist in their 
chosen field of study. Those students wishing to pursue their tertiary education 
in the UK make full use of the UCAS online application system, Apply.  They 
are assisted with both their final choice of course / university and in the 
preparation of the ñPersonal Statementò section of the ñUCASò form.  Students 
wishing to apply outside of the UK are able to make use of the expertise 
provided to those applying to universities worldwide.  In practice, the most 
popular non-UK destinations for our students are the USA, Holland, Canada 
and Australia.  Students are given individual advice, if required, following 
public examination results in the summer 
 

USA / The Netherlands 
Links have been established with the careers services of ASH (American School in 
the Hague) and direct links with American Universities are being developed. The aim 
is to provide the most expert and up-to-date advice available.  In addition, contact 
has been established with Nuffic (the Netherlands Organisation for International 
Cooperation in Education) , the Admissions officers at Webster University in Leiden, 
and Delft University.  Additionally, we have a good working relationship with the 
Mondriaan School, Skotel, and the European University in The Hague, of interest 
primarily to those students wishing to undertake vocationally orientated studies in 
The Netherlands. 
 

3.7 The Hague International Model United Nations 
 
All Year 12 students participate as delegates or administrators in The Hague 
International Model United Nations (THIMUN), a five-day simulation of the United 
Nations for secondary level students.  This takes place annually at the end of 
January in The World Forum Conference Centre in The Hague.  THIMUN is now the 
largest international student conference of its kind in the world, attracting around 
4,500 students and teachers from 200 schools around the world. 
  
All the associated activities such as preparing resolutions, lobbying and debating are 
conducted in English and a high standard is demanded in the formulation of ideas, 
whether in the writing of resolutions or in arguing and debating with fellow students.  
The object is to seek, through discussion, negotiation and debate, solutions to the 
various problems of the world: e.g. questions of human rights, protection of the 
environment, economic development, disarmament, the problems of youth and 
refugees, as well as the more critical issues of war and peace.  The student 
delegates, in seeking solutions to these problems, can learn to break away from 
narrow, national self-interest and develop true international co-operation.  The 
research and preparation required, the adoption of views and attitudes other than 
their own, the involvement and interaction with so many other young people from 
around the world, all combine to give the young people a deep insight into the world's 
problems, to make them aware of the causes of conflict between nations and to lead 
them to a better understanding of the interests and motivation of others.  Thus, in a 
small way, THIMUN attempts to fulfil the aims and goals set by the founders of the 
United Nations in the Preamble to the Charter of the United Nations. Before formal 
participation in the THIMUN week itself, students gain experience and increasing 
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knowledge of the role and work of the UN through school-based and other local 
conferences. 
  
The BSNôs association with THIMUN dates back to its very earliest days and the 
school has played a major formative role in the development of THIMUN. BSN 
students have played a distinguished part in THIMUN over the last 39 years, and as 
a host school, we enjoy many privileges and responsibilities including housing 
students from Australia and New Zealand.  In addition to our student delegations, we 
have supplied some outstanding Student Officers and Chairs of the various 
committees and commissions that make up the Assembly of the Model United 
Nations, as well as many of the student administrative staff.  It has been our 
experience, too, that our students' UCAS applications have been strengthened by 
reference to participation in THIMUN. Both A level and IB students will take part in 
this event. 
  
 

3.8 Developing Personal Responsibility 
 
At the BSN we do not operate a prefect system but encourage students to identify 
positions of responsibility that they would like to develop during their time in Years 12 
and 13.  Students who follow the IB programme will be expected to undertake 
positions of responsibility as part of the CAS programme of which there are details in 
the IB section of the booklet. Some roles have already been established over the 
years and these include: 

¶ supervising the Youth Club for the lower school; 

¶ supporting younger students;  

¶ supervising lower school classes at lunch times; 

¶ the Sixth Form Committee. 

¶ Running the Sixth Form Council which helps to run the School Council 

¶ helping to organise and run fund-raising activities 

¶ helping to edit the BSN News and the annual BSN magazine 
 

3.9 Monitoring and Reporting on Students' Progress 
 
Regular and clear monitoring and reporting on progress are important for both 
students and parents, throughout Years 12 and 13. 
  
In Year 12 there will be a number of occasions during the year on which each student 
is graded on his or her attainment, effort and homework in every subject. A grade 
card will then be sent to parents on each occasion. The attainment grade will relate 
to the appropriate assessment system and will allow an increasingly accurate 
prediction of the estimated ultimate performance in the examinations. This will be 
based upon class exercises, practical assessments, homework and tests. The grade 
assumes that the student will continue to work and progress in the same way for the 
remainder of the course. 
  
Once grade cards have been issued, the opportunity for a full discussion between 
student and tutor about progress is sought and targets are set.  The parents of 
students who are failing to reach a satisfactory standard will be contacted without 
delay.  This may also happen at other times during the year if it is felt to be 
appropriate, for example there are 2 Invitational Parentsô Evenings. 
 
Entry into Year 13 to study A2 subjects leading to the full A Level award will depend 
upon a student's performance in Year 12 generally and, particularly, upon the grades 
achieved in the 3 AS Level modules of the subjects he/she wishes to continue to 
study. Normally you will be expected to achieve at least a pass grade (E) in order to 
continue at A2 Level. Therefore, for a student to automatically carry onto A2 in Year 
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13 you must attain at least three grade Es or above at AS Level.  In Year 13 there will 
be a similar approach to reporting to that used in Year 12. Entry into the Year 13 for 
IB students will depend on the academic reports of the subject staff. Students will 
also be expected to have completed at least 100 hours of CAS by the end of Year 12 
and fulfilled all requirements of their IB courses. 
 
In addition, A Level students will receive full written reports which will be issued for 
Year 12 and 13 during the spring before the main examination period. IB students will 
receive full written reports at the end of Year 12 and in the spring before the final 
examination period in Year 13. There will also be Parents Eveningsô for both years 
allowing discussions with the relevant subject teachers.  
 

4 Sixth Form Registration  
 
Students should have finalised their options by 12thFebruary 2010. No changes will 
be possible for the remainder of that academic year. 
  
A Sixth Form Registration day will take place just before the start of the school year 
at the beginning of September. This is an event for all students to confirm their AS/ 
A2/IB options. Parents are also warmly invited to attend. It is also an opportunity to 
celebrate the successes of your GCSE examinations after so much hard work from 
all concerned. Results, of course, may make a difference to choices but we would 
expect new Year 12s to have brought the same factors to bear on their final decision 
as they did during Year 11 and, in the vast majority of cases, to stick with their 
original choices. 
 
Students wishing to change their original choices at this stage can only be accepted 
into that subject if there are places. Requests should be supported by a letter from 
parents. 
 
In rare circumstances, it may also be possible for students to change subjects, where 
there is a clear academic case for doing so, during the first month of Year 12. 
However, changes can only be made if they fit with the option blocks and after 
discussion with relevant staff. Thereafter, no more option changes will be possible. 
 
 

4.1 Entry onto AS/A2/IB Courses 
 
Following the publication of examination results in August: 

 
Year 12 

¶ Students would be normally required to achieve 5 passes in GCSE at C 
grade or higher, to embark upon a Year 12 AS/IB programme; 

¶ Students embarking on a particular AS/IB course would be expected to have 
achieved at least a óBô grade at GCSE level (where available ï see subject 
entries for further details). Students wishing to study AS Further Mathematics 
or Higher Level Mathematics at IB should have achieved at least an A grade 
at GCSE. 

 
 
 However 

¶ Individual cases will be examined on their own merits if the qualifications a 
student has achieved fall below this level, or if a student is beginning Year 12 
having arrived from another educational system. Departments may, in some 
circumstances, ask students to sit an initial test prior to an AS/IB course, 
undertake extra work in preparation for their course, and / or be asked to 
agree to a trial period where progress is monitored. These arrangements and 
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their conditions must be agreed between department(s), the Year 12/13 
managers and with students and parents before the course starts. Such 
arrangements might ordinarily arise out of the discussions on Registration 
Day or during the application process for students applying to join Year 12 
from a school other than the BSN. 

 
Year 13 
Á Ordinarily, we would expect students to have at least 3 pass grades (A-E) at 

AS Level, or better, to be able to progress into Year 13 at A2 level. As before, 
we would examine individual cases on their own merit. The process of 
deciding which subjects to discard at A2 level will begin during Year 12. 
Students who have met the requirements of the Year 12 IB programme will 
continue into Year 13. 

 
Systems are in place to support students who are finding courses difficult. Students 
who continue with a subject through this process of support will be expected to 
complete their courses and take their examinations unless there are extraordinary 
circumstances. 
 

 

5 The Choice of Route, Level and Subjects 
 
In the next few pages, departments have outlined the content of the courses on offer 
in Years 12 and 13, along with details of how the course is examined and what they 
might lead to in the future. Before you plunge into these pages, it is important to bear 
some things in mind. 
 
Considerations 
 
You will be asked to make your initial selection of AS or IB and subject choices for 
Year 12 during November. After the Transfer Evening in January you will then make 
your final selection from the option blocks which have been generated. It is important 
to take time when making these choices as, although there may be some limited 
opportunity to change at the beginning of September, this cannot be guaranteed due 
to group size considerations. 
 
When selecting subjects to study in Year 12 and 13 you will consider a number of 
factors including: 
Á your own interests and preferences; 
Á your likely grades at GCSE level;  
Á your likely choice of course at university and/or employment after the Sixth 

Form. 
  
In addition, it is necessary to bear in mind some further issues 
Á When considering subjects for AS Level you should also consider choosing a 

variety of subjects to gain academic breadth and depth. Choosing from more 
than one faculty is the simplest guideline for this. The AS system actively 
encourages a breadth of subjects in Year 12. You should balance this 
opportunity to study a broad range of subjects, however, with consideration of 
what you intend to do with these qualifications after you have left school. 

Á Students who fail to achieve the equivalent of Grade C in English Language 
or Maths must retake these subjects in Year 12 as these are the minimum 
requirements for any UK university. 

Á Students who apply without a British style examination such as GCSE, 
IGCSE or Scottish Standard or Intermediate level will be expected to 
complete entrance tests in Mathematics and English. They will also be 
expected to leave the BSN with a qualification in óOô Level English and GCSE 
Mathematics. 
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Á A subject will only be available in September 2010 provided that sufficient 
students opt for it. Likewise, groups may be over-subscribed. Timetable 
clashes may make some combinations impossible. This further underlines the 
importance of making firm choices before results come out.  

 

5.1 Practicalities 
 
Following the A Level/ IB Information Evening on 5th November, students will be 
asked their preliminary option choices by 11th November via ParentNet. Thereafter all 
students will be interviewed individually by their form tutors or a member of the Sixth 
Form team during November and December. Thereafter, the option blocks for both A 
Level and IB will be created. Final options will be chosen from these option blocks. 
Students will be asked to send in their option form with their final choices no later 
than Friday 12th February 2010, again via ParentNet. 
 
  
During the Options Evening on 5th November details of the AS/A2 and IB courses 
may be available from the individual subject department display areas. Further 
information may always be obtained thereafter from the relevant Head of 
Department. Additionally, you may wish to keep fully up-to-date yourself by browsing 
the examination boardsô websites and downloading appropriate details of interest to 
you. Talking to existing Year 12 and 13 students is also very helpful. 
The main examination board that the School will be using, by and large, is 
EDEXCEL.  Their website is: 

www.edexcel.org.uk 
  
and you should then look under ñGCEôs 2009ò.  This will lead you to both the full 
subject specifications and to the student guides for each subject. 
  
Some subject departments will follow the specifications from the AQA examination 
board. If you wish to obtain their information it can be located at: 

www.aqa.org.uk 
 

  

http://www.edexcel.org.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
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6 Outline of the AS/A2 Level Programme  
 
In Year 12 you will be expected: 
Á to study FOUR subjects as part of the A Level course. These will be 

completed in the Summer of Year 12.  Each AS constitutes half of the full A 
Level. Some students may study three subjects at AS level. 

 
Á to undertake a General Studies programme which will include Careers  

Guidance and a range of topics designed to broaden your education to 
increase your awareness and maturity. 
 

Á To attend one and a half hours of sport a week. 
        

In Year 13 you will normally discard one subject and continue 
  
Á to study THREE of your subjects which will extend your AS work to the full A 

Level standard. These units in Year 13 are called A2s. (Whilst making option 
choices for Y12 we will ask students to give some indication of the subjects 
they intend to take through into Y13 

 
 

6.1 Teaching Time 
  
The teaching week currently consists of: 27.5 hours.  Within this, the normal 
programme for a Year 12 student would involve: 
  
4 AS Level subjects     20      hours 
General Studies                                         1       hour 
Sport                                                           1.5    hours 
Directed Private Study Time   5       hours 

(time allocated to be spent in the library or supervised study rooms) 

 
 And for a Year 13 student would involve: 
3 A2 Level subjects   15     hours 
Lecture Programme                             1      hour 
Sport                                                              1.5   hours 
Directed Private Study Time                        10     hours   

(time allocated to be spent in the library or supervised study rooms) 
 
And in addition for both Year 12 & 13 students: 
Tutorial Time                                                  up to 1.25 hours 
(including attendance at assemblies) 
  
Clearly, as this is the expected norm, there will be cases where some students may 
take more, or less than 4 AS subjects in Year 12 or the 3 A2 subjects in Year 13 
where this is in their individual interests, where it is agreed and can be supported by 
the School.  
  
 
 

6.3  AS/A2 level examinations and results 
 
Students will sit a full range of AS Level examinations in the June of Year 12. Subject 
entries give fuller details of how the courses are examined. The results achieved in 
the AS Level will be crucial for future progress. AS module results are expected mid-
way through August for Year 12s and a week later for GCSE for Year 11s. This 
allows a few days to reflect on how well you have done before coming to the 
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Registration Day at the beginning of September. Further details about this important 
meeting will be given later in the year.  Details of how to collect results will be 
sent out during the school year.  
 
We would usually expect students, having taken four subjects at AS level, to drop 
one of those subjects and to continue at A2 level with the remaining three. However, 
we anticipate that some exceptions may be recommended and each student will be 
advised accordingly. Students will asked to specify on their options form which AS 
subject they intend to drop at the end of Year 12. Discussions will have already 
begun during Year 12 about how best to proceed, with higher education in mind; the 
Registration Day should provide the opportunity for making a final decision about 
which subjects to continue with into Year 13 as well as time to discuss the 
advisability of retaking particular AS units. 
 
Students who decide to terminate a course at the end of Year 12 will, if they are 
successful, receive a pass grade ranging from A-E at AS level. No retakes will 
occur in these circumstances. This will allow you to concentrate on the remaining 
A2 courses with one, or more AS passes already achieved. The purpose of re-taking 
is to improve the eventual score to determine the full A Level grade. 
 
For students continuing at A2 level, AS units taken and passed in Year 12 then 
contribute towards the final A2 (or A Level) result. Combined with units taken in Year 
13, the final A Level result will be calculated by the Examination Boards who will add 
the marks achieved in the AS modules to those achieved in the A2 modules to 
produce an overall grade for a full A Level award. 
 
Retakes in AS units are possible in January and June, where a student is 
continuing with a particular subject at A2 level in Year 13. A better result in a 
retake examination can, therefore, improve the overall standard of the final A Level 
result. Students will be advised about retakes both on the Registration Day itself and, 
subsequently, during the first half of September in Year 13. In Year 13 a maximum of 
two retakes will be usually allowed per student although individual circumstances will 
be considered. However, if a subject carries 3 units students will have the opportunity 
to re-sit a third unit. Again there is a procedure to be followed for students and 
you must use this process. Decisions will be based on guidance and advice from 
teachers, from Miss Welch and Miss Andrews and, in some cases, from Mr Simpson, 
or Mr. Minnitt. We will take into account your potential workload and your academic 
record during Year 12. Letters will be issued during Year 12 giving further details. 
 
Re-marks 
A letter will also be sent to students advising you and your parents about examination 
re-marks. There will be a form to fill out and you will need the endorsement of your 
subject teacher(s). In cases where individuals request re-marks, the cost will be 
borne by individual families. Families must initiate these requests and inform the 
school in writing of their intention. Sometimes the school itself will request papers to 
be re-marked. The school will meet the cost in such instances. Parents and students 
will be informed and you have the right to refuse. 
 
In either case, you need to be clear that a re-mark does not always result in a 
higher mark, or grade being awarded. Sometimes, the grade may even go 
down. Parents and students need to be aware as well that there is a cost implication 
in a situation where a student has entered for a re-sit in one, or more units at AS 
level, but has also requested a re-mark of one, or more papers. An upgrade may 
make the re-sit unnecessary but the entry will have been processed and the fee to 
the examination board is not refundable. The timing of exam entry and remarks is 
governed by the exam boards. This potential cost implication should also be kept in 
mind when students are discussing their position during September. 
 



 

16 

 
 
 
The AS/A2 Subjects 
 
The subjects available to students entering Year 12 in September 2010, at AS Level 
in Year 12 and A2 Level in Year 13 will be: 
 
Art and Music Faculty 
Art and Design 
Music 
Music Technology 
 
English and Drama Faculty                            
Drama and Theatre Studies 
English Literature 
 
Mathematics Faculty 
Mathematics 
Further Mathematics  
 
Humanities Faculty 
Business Studies 
Economics 
Geography 
Government & Politics 
History 
Psychology  
 
Modern Languages Faculty 
Dutch 
French 
German 
Spanish 
 
Physical Education Faculty 
Sport and Physical Education 
 
Science Faculty 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Environmental Studies 
Physics  
  
Technology Faculty 
Design and Technology 
Food Technology 
Information & Communications Technology 
 
 

6.2 Foundation Programme 
  
In addition to the programme of AS and A2 examinations listed above, it may be 
possible for individual students to undertake a programme tailor-made for them on 
the advice of the Heads of Year 11, 12 and 13. This could involve a staggered 
programme of retaking Mathematics, or English GCSEs to raise grades and 
beginning a limited number (no more than 2) AS levels. 
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The workings of such a programme will be highly dependent upon: 
Á the motivation of the student;  
Á the compatibility of choices with existing programmes of study at GCSE and 

AS Level;  
Á the ability to accommodate students within existing AS or GCSE groups.  

  
Clearly some combinations may not be possible and students entering this 
programme will need to recognise that at the end of Year 12, there will be three 
possible options: 
Á continuing an AS or A2 programme in Year 13;  
Á beginning a full AS programme as a member of Year 12;  
Á finding an alternative Further Education option outside the BSN  
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7 Subject Specifications AS/A2 Level 
 

 

7.1 Art and Music Faculty 
 

7.1.1 AS/A2 Art & Design (AQA 1202/2202B) 
 
Background  
Ideally, we would expect students who want to take AS Art & Design to have already 
followed a GCSE course and to have achieved a grade B or above. However, 
students who have not followed a GCSE course would need to bring in a portfolio of 
work, so that their suitability for the course could be assessed. This applies to 
students who have been educated in different systems, as well as to students who 
for whatever reason did not take GCSE. In these cases we would be looking at skills, 
approaches and apparent levels of interest and commitment, as demonstrated in the 
portfolio of work. We would also need to talk to the student to see how they saw their 
work developing. 
 
 In the majority of cases students who successfully complete the AS course can 
proceed to A2.  
 
Skills developed in the course 

 
The course provides students with opportunities to develop personal responses to 
ideas, observations, experiences, environments and cultures in practical, critical and 
contextual forms. 
The course lays an appropriate foundation for further study in Art and Design in 
Higher Education or for related subjects at University. In addition, it is suitable for the 
diverse range of students who wish to develop their interest in and enjoyment of Art 
and Design, fostering its value in lifelong learning. 

 
Syllabus for AS Level 
 
Students have a weekly programme split between a portfolio element (1 hour) and 
the coursework plus examination units (4 hours). All work produced whether in the 
studios or for homework is geared towards either the portfolio or the coursework unit 
up to the end of January, from February onwards all work is geared towards the 
portfolio and the examination unit.  
 
We teach the individual and, as such, encourage them to explore ideas in a variety of 
media, Exploration of different media is important to their artistic development; the 
Portfolio element of the course allows them to broaden their experience of media to 
feed into AS and A2 coursework and examination work, whilst also building up 
suitable work to use in University interview portfolios. 
   
The Coursework Portfolio is a collection of work produced to develop new skills and 
stretch existing ones. This is done alongside the coursework and examination 
elements and is assessed along with the Coursework Unit. A selection from the 
portfolio will be added to the studentôs end of course display. 
The Coursework Project runs from September to January and is based on a series 
of studies from life, which each individual student is encouraged to respond to in their 
own unique way. A variety of media should be explored with support from 
photography as the idea develops, and references to the works of artists should be 
evident. The final piece should be complex and in an area of strength of the 
individual, be it Painting; Three-Dimensional Work; Textiles or Printing. 
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The Controlled Assignment runs from February until May. The student chooses 
from one of five starting points provided by AQA and produces resources from which 
a series of preparatory studies are created and the studentôs intentions are recorded. 
Five hours during the preparation process is official examination time. A completed 
final piece is produced after this, to show the full realisation of ideas. 
The final piece should be in the same endorsement as Unit 1. 
 
A workbook relating to all three areas and the study visit is kept throughout the 
course. 
There is a display of all studentsô AS work in the final term. 
 
Assessment for AS Level 
 

¶ Unit 1 The Portfolio and Coursework is worth 50% of the total AS marks (25% 
of the total A level marks). It is set and marked by the centre, moderated by 
AQA. 

¶ Unit 2 The Controlled Assignment is also worth 50% of the total AS marks 
(50% of the total A level marks). It is set and marked by the centre, 
moderated by AQA. 

 
Assessment is by criteria, rewarding the level of response across four assessment 
objectives. 

  
Syllabus for A2 Level 
This must be in keeping with the endorsement chosen at AS level. 
 
Unit 3 The Personal Investigation, which is a written, illustrated and edited study of 
1000 to 3000 words, responding in depth to an aspect of historical/critical/contextual 
study of interest to the student. This is supported by a piece of practical work in 
response to the aspect of historical/critical/contextual study chosen.  
 
Unit 4 The Controlled Assignment. The student chooses from one of eight starting 
points provided by AQA. Preparation work is undertaken between February and May 
and culminates in 15 hours of supervised time in which they are expected to fully 
realise their ideas.  
 
A workbook relating to all AS and A2 units is kept throughout the course. 
There is a display of all studentsô A2 work in the final term. 
 
Assessment for A2 Level 
 

¶ Unit 3 Personal Study is also worth 25% of the total A level marks. It is set 
and marked by the centre, moderated by AQA. 

¶ Unit 4 The Controlled Assignment is worth 25% of the total A level marks. Set 
by AQA, marked by the Centre and moderated by AQA. 

50% of the A level mark comes from the AS level. 
 

Assessment is by criteria, rewarding the level of response across four assessment 
objectives. 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 
Students who have studied Art and Design can go on to careers or courses in: 
fashion design, architecture, landscape architecture, graphics, advertising, film and 
television, theatre design, product design, industrial design, teaching, poster design, 
textile printing, display and exhibitions, gallery work, layout designer, computer-aided 
design, tailoring, restoration work, design/fashion marketing, printing, window display, 
photography, magazine layout.  
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Relevant School Excursions 
 
All students in Year 12 are encouraged to attend the field course. This field course is 
a vital element, as the AS and A2 courses require students to resource first hand 
from works of art; it also offers the opportunity to gather stimuli for further modules. 
This also gives students intending to follow the A2 specification a chance to decide 
on the focus of topics for their personal study.  
 

 

7.1.2 AS/A2 Music (Edexcel)  8MU01/9MU01 
  
Background 
  
Students are required to have:   
Á a genuine interest in listening to a wide range of musical styles  
Á basic keyboard ability  
Á a willingness to contribute to and perhaps even lead the extra-curricular 

ensembles of the school, e.g. Choirs, Orchestra, Swing Band, Concert Band, 
String Group, Rock Groups, Recorder Group, Flute Choir, etc.  

Á a standard of instrumental performance equivalent to at least Grade 5* 
(students must take individual lessons in their main study)  

Á a level of notational understanding (treble and bass clefs) equivalent to Grade 
5* Theory  

Á ideally, at least B grade at GCSE 
  
Skills developed in the course  
Á Performance skills ï solo and/or ensemble  
Á Aural, Analytical and wider Listening skills  
Á Harmony and Compositional skills  

  

Syllabus for AS Level 
  
Unit 1: Performing Music    
Á One or more solo or ensemble pieces lasting 5-6 minutes 

  
Unit 2: Composing 
Á Creation of a 3-minute Composition in response to a set exam-board brief 
Á CD-style sleeve notes to describe aspects of the Composition and influences 
Á An accompanying 3-question written paper outlining other aspects of the 

Composition 
 
Unit 3: Developing Musical Understanding 
Á Study of a number of prescribed set works/extracts in three groups 
Á a. Instrumental Music       b. Vocal Music      c. Applied Music  

 
Á 2-hour written paper with 3 sections: 

a. Listening to and commenting on extracts of music on a CD 
b. Questions relating to identification of musical features and their 

social/historical context  
c. Identifying harmonic and tonal features and complete a passage of 4-

part SATB writing 
  
Assessment for AS Level 
  
Unit 1: Performing     
Á 30% of AS Grade                 [internally assessed, externally moderated 

performance] 
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Unit 2: Developing Musical Ideas 
Á 30% of AS Grade                 [externally assessed coursework] 

  
Unit 3: Listening & Understanding 
Á 40% of AS Grade             [externally assessed Listening Test/Written 

paper/Compositional     
Technique exercise(4-part writing)] 

  
 
 
Syllabus for A2 Level 
  
Unit 4: Extended Performance 
Á Presentation of a 12-15 minute Recital of a balanced programme of solo 

and/or ensemblemusic 
 
Unit 5: Composition & Technical Studies 

¶ Creation of EITHER two 3-minute Compositions in response to a 
chosen brief  

 OR two Technical Pastiche Studies 
 OR two One 3-minute Composition & one Technical Pastiche Study 
  
Unit 6: Further Musical Understanding 
Á Study of a number of prescribed set works, exploring important musical 

features, context and/or   
Á elements of continuity and change 
Á Listening to, and understanding, how both familiar and unfamiliar music works 
Á 2-Hour Listening/Written Paper in 3 sections: 

a. Aural Analysis (Listening +CD)     
b. Music in Context     
c. Continuity & Change in Instrumental Music 

  
Assessment for A2 Level 
 
Unit 4: Performing     
Á 30% of A2 Grade                 [internally assessed, externally moderated 

performance] 
  

Unit 5: Developing Musical Ideas 
Á 30% of A2 Grade                 [externally assessed coursework] 

  
Unit 6: Listening & Understanding 
Á 40% of A2 Grade                 [externally assessed Listening Test/Written paper] 

 
There are a wide range of careers available to students who have studied music-
based disciplines at A level and to a degree standard. These include engineering, 
composing, work in all branches of the media and the performing arts, teaching and 
music journalism.  
 
(*For more careers specifically related to Music Technology, see the section at the 
end of the Music Technology AS/A2 Course Outline) 
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7.1.3 AS/A2 Music Technology (Edexcel)8MT1/9MT01 
 
Music technology plays a key role in music across the world. This qualification is 
designed to open up a range of exciting and useful tasks to a wide range of 
candidates, and to encourage students to learn about the subject. Students, including 
those who do not play a traditional instrument, are encouraged to explore their 
musicality and create original materials using technology. The course puts a major 
emphasis on practical tasks relevant to the constantly-changing nature of not only 
Music Technology and its associated technologies, but also relevant to the wider 
world of an ever-increasing range of musical styles which have seen and 
experienced its benefits, ranging from traditional classical to the latest popular styles 
and contemporary experimental genres. 
 
Background 
  
Students are required to have:  
 
Á a genuine interest in listening to a wide range of musical styles, but 

particularly pop, rock and jazz  
Á a keen interest in learning practically about a range of Music Technologies 
Á a reasonable standard of basic keyboard skills (ie: can play tunes and some 

chords, etc.) 
Á a willingness to contribute/involve in and perhaps even lead some of the 
Music Departmentôs extra-curricular ensembles (e.g. choirs, Orchestra, Swing 
Band, Concert Band, String Group, Rock Groups, Recorder Group, Flute 
Choir, Music Tech Club, etc.)  

Á a reasonably high standard of instrumental performance, equivalent to (at 
minimum) Grade III* equivalent on at least one of the following relevant 
instruments:  Piano/Keyboard/Organ, Guitar (acoustic or electric), Bass 
Guitar, Drum Kit, Percussion, Voice (players of other instruments may also be 
taken onto the course, subject to discussion with individuals; 

Á a secure level of notational understanding (treble and bass clefs) equivalent 
to Grade IV* Theory;  
  

  
Skills developed in the course 
 
Emphasis on a wide range of practical work 
 
The Music Technology specification involves much practical work and encourages 
the cultivation of a 
wide range of skills. Students will have opportunities to: 
 
Á learn MIDI sequencing and editing techniques 
Á learn audio production and editing techniques 
Á Record live instruments, voices and ensembles 
Á Perform on recordings 
Á Develop acute critical listening and analytical skills  
Á Produce CDs and manipulate audio files 
Á Develop compositional techniques and compose using Music Technology 
Á familiarise with a wide range of high-quality Music Technology software and 

hardware 
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Understanding technical processes and principles 
 
Students will have opportunities to build understanding of the technical processes 
and principles that 
underpin effective use of Music Technology, and comment on it in writing. 
 
 
Syllabus for AS Level 
  
Unit 1: Music Technology Portfolio I  
   
Á Produce a MIDI-sequenced Realised Performance recording of a piece of 

music set by the exam board. 
Á Produce a 2-4 minute (8+ tracks) Multi-Track Recording using a mixture of 

microphone and DI techniques 
 
Á Produce a Creative Sequenced Arrangement recording of an exam-board-

prescribed song using MIDI, in one of two prescribed styles 
Á Submit a detailed logbook for all tasks 
Á Complete a set of assessed questions relating to the Creative Arrangement 

 
Unit 2: Listening and Analysing 
 
Á Study of the musical styles most common in popular music from 1910 to the 

present day 
Á Two Special Focus Styles, decided by the exam board,  are studied in more 

depth, with an exploration of musical techniques employed and a knowledge 
and understanding of context 

Á 1hr 45min Listening examination, responding to questions relating to excerpts 
on CD 

 
Assessment for AS Level 
  
Unit 1: Music Technology Portfolio I     
Á 70% of AS Grade                 [externally assessed coursework] 

  
Unit 2: Listening and Analysing IB 
Á 30% of AS Grade                 [externally assessed examination] 

  
 
Syllabus for A2 Level 
  
Unit 3: Music Technology Portfolio II      
   

¶ Produce a MIDI-sequenced backing track PLUS live audio Sequenced 
Integrated Performance Recording from a recording stimulus specified by the 
exam board, recreating the sound of the original recording as far as possible 

¶ Produce a 3-5 minute Multi-track Audio Recording (12-24 tracks) based on 
 ONE of the following two topics: 

Á Recording at least 4 Acoustic and/or Orchestral Instruments 
Á Recording at least 4 Percussion Instruments  
Á These recordings may be combined with any other 

acoustic/electric/amplified instruments or vocals 

¶ Produce a 3-4 minute, six parts/tracks minimum, Composition using Music 
Technology based on a choice of brief supplied by the exam board. These 
may include: 

Á music for film or TV 
Á electro-acoustic/electronic soundscape music 
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Á popular song (with or without vocals, or possibly for the 
stage) 

¶ Submit a detailed logbook for all tasks 
 
 
Unit 4: Analysing and Producing 
 

¶ Study of a wide range of skills relating to analysis, critical listening and music 
production techniques.  This will involve developing and in-depth a knowledge 
of notation(s), audio and MIDI manipulation, editing and post-production work, 
in a wide variety of musical styles. 

¶ Students will be expected to demonstrate their knowledge of music and the 
principles of Music Technology through a series of written commentaries, 
manipulations and production tasks using material on an examination paper 
and recorded on an audio CD (see iii below) 

¶ 2-hr End Examination.  
 
Section A(75 marks) 
Questions 1ï4 will test studentsô musical understanding, their ability to manipulate 
and correct recorded music and their ability to write commentaries on technological 
processes. 
 
Each student will have an audio CD, which will contain a series of music files to be 
imported into music production software. Each student will also have an examination 
paper which will include some or all of the CD tracks notated as conventional staff 
notation, editing grids or numerical data. 
 
Students will be required to review the materials, commenting on musical elements 
and technological processes, identifying mistakes and discrepancies and correcting 
them and, finally, producing a stereo mix. The tasks may involve adding and editing 
MIDI data, and may involve vocal track(s). 
 
Section B (25 marks) 
Question 5 will be a practical balanced stereo mix. 
 
The final mix will consist of four tracks totalling, approximately, one minute of music. 
Some of the material on the audio CD may take the form of separate sections or 
samples which will have to be assembled into a complete track. 
 
The first track will consist of a melody which may be original, a popular song or jazz 
standard, folk tune or film/TV theme. 
The second will consist of backing chords for keyboard(s), guitar(s), wind or string 
instruments. 
The third will consist of a bass line. 
The fourth will be a drum and/or percussion part. 

 
Assessment for A2 Level 
  
Unit 3: Music Technology Portfolio II       

¶ 60% of A2 Grade                 [externally assessed coursework] 
  

Unit 4: Analysing and Producing 

¶ 40% of AS Grade                 [externally assessed examination] 
  
Careers related to Music Technology generally cover the areas of: 
Recording Studio, Live Performing & Live Sound, Composing, Film Audio & Video 
Music Production, Television, Radio, ICT Media,  Music Education, Music Services 
and Audio Design/Electronics. 
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7.2 English and Drama Faculty 

  

AS/A2 Drama and Theatre Studies (WJEC) 

 
Background  
 
For the AS course, students are usually expected to have gained a grade B in GCSE 
English and either English Literature or Drama. Students coming from different 
systems of education will be expected to demonstrate a level of proficiency in English 
deemed as equivalent to GCSE by the school, and to show evidence of having 
studied set texts in depth.  
 
It is important that students have an interest in drama and theatre from the past to 
the present, enjoy practical drama and theatre performances, and enjoy expressing 
their opinions and justifying their comments on texts and performances. 
 
For the A2 course, students are usually expected to have gained at least an E grade 
at AS Level. It is important that students are prepared to study drama texts in greater 
depth, to make comparisons between texts and to develop further their practical 
skills. 
 
Due to the demands of practical work, the course requires a minimum number of 
students in order to run.  
 
 
Skills developed in the course 
 
The course will enable students to develop their practical and theoretical skills. In 
particular, the course will enable students to develop their understanding of and 
enjoyment in practical drama; to gain an understanding of the traditions of drama and 
theatre; to communicate their response to a wide range of plays and respond to texts 
and conventions of different types and periods; to make informed opinions and 
judgements on drama texts, performances and productions; and to gain an 
understanding of cultural, historical and other influences on drama and theatre. 
 
Syllabus for AS Level 
 

¶ Unit 1: Performance Workshop: Candidates will either act in a group or 
contribute their chosen technical production skill to a performance from a 
set text and a devised piece. They will work on the ideas of two 
practitioners.  

 

¶ Unit 2: Text in Performance: Candidates will study a wide range of texts 
for performance, analysing the role of the director and the actor and 
looking at elements of design and technical skills. 

 
 

Texts are chosen from the lists set by the examination board. Students are required 
to buy their set texts. 
 
Assessment for AS Level 
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Unit 1 (20%): This consists of an internally marked and externally moderated 
performance.  
Unit 2 (30%): This consists of one written paper of two hours. 
Section A: One pre-1900 text from a prescribed list 
Section B: One post-1900 text from a prescribed list 
Section C: Live theatre review 
The unit is externally marked. 
 

 
Syllabus for A2 Level 
 

¶ Unit 3: Performance on a set theme: candidates will be expected to work in 
response to a theme set by WJEC and prepare two performances. In each 
case candidates will either act or demonstrate a technical production skill with 
a group of performers. The performance will include: 

 
a. scenes / extracts from a published text 
b. a piece devised by the group 

 

¶ Unit 4: Text in Context: candidates will be asked to discuss two set texts 
from a prescribed list: one pre-1900 and one post-1900. Areas to explore 
include: 

 
a. theatrical context 
b. performance history 
c. theatrical challenges of text in terms of acting 
d. theatrical challenges in terms of production skills 
e. personal reaction to the text 

 
 
Candidates will also be expected to complete a directorial analysis of an unseen text. 
 
Texts are chosen from the lists set by the examination board. Students are required 
to buy their set texts. 
 
Assessment for A2 Level 
 
Unit 3 (30%): This consists of externally marked performances / technical production 
skills. An evaluation of performance work for both pieces is also required. 
Unit 4 (20%): This consists of a two and a half hour written paper. The examination is 
óopen textô. Students will answer on two set texts and complete a directorial analysis 
of an unseen text. 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 
Drama and Theatre Studies can be studied as a single subject in higher education or 
can be combined with a wide variety of other subjects. It forms a good basis for study 
in any arts-based subject in combination with, for example, History, Media Studies, 
Philosophy, Law, Politics and languages.  
 
Relevant School Excursions 
 
The faculty requires students to attend some of the theatre trips on offer during the 
year. We recommend that students try to attend all of them. 
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AS/A2 English Literature (WJEC) 

 
Background 
 
For the AS course, students are usually expected to have gained a grade B in GCSE 
English and either English Literature or Drama. GCSE Drama students who are 
interested in English Literature in KS5 are encouraged to apply. Students coming 
from different systems of education will be expected to demonstrate a level of 
proficiency in English deemed as equivalent to GCSE by the school, and to show 
evidence of having studied set texts in depth. 
 
It is important that students are prepared to study prose, poetry and drama texts, 
have an interest in literature from the past to the present, and enjoy analysing and 
communicating ideas about texts effectively in writing. All examination questions are 
essay answers. 
For the A2 course, students are usually expected to have gained at least a grade E 
at AS. It is important that students are prepared to study prose, poetry and drama 
texts in greater depth, to make comparisons between texts and to study unprepared 
material. 
 
Skills developed in the course 
 
The course will enable students to develop their interest in and enjoyment of 
literature by reading widely. In particular the course will enable students to gain an 
understanding of the traditions of English Literature; to gain an understanding of 
literature from outside the UK; to communicate their response to a wide range of 
texts and respond to texts of different types and periods; to make informed opinions 
and judgements on literary texts, performances and productions; and to gain an 
understanding of cultural, historical and other influences on texts.  
 
 
Syllabus for AS Level 
 
LT1: Poetry and Drama 60% of AS  2 ½ hrs.Open Text Examination  
 
Poetry [40marks]: Sample Core Text: Heaney      Sample Partner Text: Owen 
Sheers 
Assessment Objectives:   
 A01: argument; coherence; relevance  
 A02: analysis of form  
 A03: connections and comparisons and interpretations of different readers  
Drama:  [20 marks] Sample Text: Dancing at Lughnasa  
A01: as above 
A02: form as above 
A04: significance and influence of contexts  
 
LT2: Coursework 40% of AS 
 

A. Prose study (20%) Prose text 1800-1945 + partner text: e.g.; text by same 

author or another illuminating text: 1500 words.  Sample: Emma + Pride and 

Prejudice;  

B. Creative Reading: (20%) 2 x 750 words  

i) Personal creative writing response (written in style of a specific literary 

genre) 
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ii) Commentary on creative writing response  

 
Syllabus for A2 Level 
 
LT3: Synoptic Period and Genre Study: Coursework (3000 words) 
40% of A2 
3 texts: 1 prose; 1 poetry; 1 drama/prose/poetry. 
Assessment Objectives (as above): A01; A02; A03; A04 
Coursework is grouped around themes such as: love, childhood; war or genre such 
as: satire; gothic; realism. 
 
LT4:  Poetry and Drama ï Synoptic: 2 ½ hrs exam. Closed text. [ALL A0s] 
60% of A2 
Section A: Poetry (Sample: Donne)  
1 question answered out of 5 and compared to any one of 5 unseen poems printed 
on paper. 
Section B: Shakespeare and related drama: (Sample: King Lear + Sophocles) 
 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 
English Literature can be studied as a single subject in higher education or can be 
combined with a wide variety of other subjects. It forms a good basis for study in any 
arts-based subject in combination with, for example, History, Media Studies, 
Philosophy, Law, Politics, Psychology and languages.  Increasingly, Business and 
Marketing employers are also looking for evidence of advanced literacy, which can 
be suggested through success in English Literature. 
 
 
Relevant School Excursions 
 
The faculty strongly recommends that students take the opportunity to participate in 
various theatre trips on offer. We will also recommend seeing various visiting authors 
who come to the Netherlands. 

 

7.3 Humanities Faculty 
 

Insert section on AS/A2 Business Studies 
 

7.3.1 AS/A2 Economics (Edexcel AS 8EC01 and A2 (9EC01) 

 
Background 
 
You do not need to have studied Economics at GCSE in order to take an AS or A2 
course in the subject, although some topics that feature in GCSE syllabuses will be 
developed at AS and A2.  It is important that you have an interest in economic affairs 
and a desire to explore why and how the study of economics contributes to an 
understanding of the modern world.  Students starting on this course are expected to 
have achieved at least a grade B in higher level GCSE Mathematics. 
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Skills developed in the course 
 
Students will learn: 

¶ How to develop an understanding of economic concepts and theories through 
a critical consideration of current economic issues, problems and institutions 
that affect everyday life.  

¶ How to apply economic concepts and theories in a range of contexts and to 
appreciate their value and limitations in explaining real-world phenomena. 

¶ How to analyse, explain and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the 
market economy and the role of government within it. 

¶ How to participate effectively in society as a citizen producer and consumer. 
 
There are 2 units studied at AS level. 
 
Unit 1   Competitive Markets- How they work and why they fail. 
 
This unit provides an introduction to the nature of economics and examines how the 
price mechanism allocates resources in markets. It analyses the nature of market 
failure, its causes and possible policy remedies. At the end of this unit, students 
should be able to apply supply and demand analysis to real world situations; to 
understand why markets might not allocate resources efficiently and the methods of 
dealing with market failure, together with an evaluation of their effectiveness. 
 
Students will study a range of topics, including: 

¶ What is the nature of economics? 

¶ What determines the demand for, and supply of, a good or service in a 
market?  

¶ The role of the price mechanism in resource allocation in free market and 
mixed economies. 

¶ Applications of supply and demand analysis. 

¶ Why do some markets fail? 

¶ How do governments attempt to correct market failure? 
 

 
Unit 2   Managing the Economy 
 
This unit introduces the key measures of economic performance and the main 
objectives and instruments of economic policy. Students should be able to use a 
basic AD/AS model to understand why demand and/or supply side policies may be 
seen as appropriate ways of managing an economy; predict the possible impact of 
such policies and to recognise the assumptions involved; argue for different 
approaches and identify criteria for success. 
 
 
Students will study a range of topics, including: 

¶ Measures of the economic performance of countries; 

¶ What are aggregate demand and aggregate supply; 

¶ What determines the price level and equilibrium level of real output 

¶ What are the main macroeconomic objectives of governments? Do they 
conflict? 

¶ What are the main macroeconomic policy instruments? 

¶ Do macroeconomic policies conflict when they are used together? 
 

Assessment for AS Level 
 
Unit 1     50% of the total AS mark and 25% of the total A level. 
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Assessment. One examination of 1 hour 30 minutes, consisting of supported 
multiple-choice questions and one data response question out of a choice of two 
questions. 

 
Unit 2      50% of the total AS marks and 25% of the total A level. 
Assessment. One examination of 1 hour 30 minutes, consisting of one data question 
out of a choice of two. 
 
 
Unit 3   Business Economics and Economic Efficiency. 
 
This unit develops the content of Unit 1 and examines how the pricing and nature of 
competition between firms is affected by the number and size of market participants. 
At the end of this unit, students should be able to analyse the pricing and output 
decisions of firms in different contexts. They should also be capable of making an 
appraisal of government intervention aimed at promoting competitive markets. 
 

Students will study a range of topics, including 

¶ What objectives do firms have? 

¶ Calculating firms costs and revenues; 

¶ What is meant by efficiency? 

¶ What do we mean by market concentration? 

¶ What determines the behaviour of firms? 

¶ How does the threat of competition affect a firmôs behaviour? 

¶ Why does the government intervene in markets to maintain competition? 
 
Unit 4   The Global Economy 

 
This unit develops the knowledge and skills gained in Unit 2 so that they can be 
applied in a global context. The application, analysis and evaluation of economic 
models is required, as well as an ability to assess policies which might be used to 
deal with economic problems. An awareness of trends and developments in the 
global economy over the last 10 years is required. 
 
 
Students will study a range of topics, including 

¶ The causes and effects of globalisation. 

¶ Why trade? 

¶ How is international trade recorded and financed? 

¶ How does a country compete? 

¶ What is poverty and inequality in developed and developing countries? 

¶ What are the limits to growth and development in developed and developing 
countries? 

 
 
Assessment for A2 level 

 
Unit 3   40% of the total A2 marks and 20% of the total A level. 
Assessment-One examination of 1 hour 30 minutes, consisting of supported multiple-
choice questions and one data response question out of a choice of two questions. 
 
Unit 4    60% of the total A2 marks and 30% of the total A level. 
Assessment- One examination of two hours, consisting of one essay question with 
two parts from a choice of three topic areas, and one data response question out of a 
choice of two questions. 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
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The study of Economics provides an excellent base for a wide range of courses in 
tertiary education and future careers. Economics combines well with a range of social 
science and humanities subjects to lead to university courses in such areas as Law, 
Business, Banking, Accounting, Management, Politics and, of course, Economics.  
 
Relevant School Excursions 
 
Year 12 ï Visit to óThe Cityô of London 
 
Cost approximately 480 Euros. 
The department offers Year 12 students a visit to The City of London, one of the 
worldôs major financial centres. Participants are able to experience some of the 
markets we study at first hand and additionally attend dedicated interactive sessions 
at a variety of important institutions such as The Bank of England, one of the 
Commodity markets, The London School of Economics etc. 
 
Year 13 ï Washington DC.  
 
Cost approximately 1050 Euros. 
Year 13 Economists are offered a visit to Washington DC. The purpose is to attend 
interactive sessions at a number of the international institutions located there, 
including the World Bank, International Monetary Fund, the Federal Reserve Bank 
and George Washington University etc. 
 
Both visits are highly relevant to the syllabi we follow and participants should benefit 
greatly from their experience. 
 
 

7.3.2 AS/A2 Geography (AQA) - 2030 

 
Background 
 
We would expect pupils from the British system or internal BSN students to have 
GCSE Geography to at least Grade B. 
 
We would expect students 

¶ to be able to interpret at a simple level: maps, photographs, graphs and 
diagrams  

¶ to be able to write short but succinct descriptions and explanations in 
appropriate English  

¶ to have successfully carried out a field-work investigation of a geographical 
topic  

                                             
Skills developed in the course 
 
The course will involve the development of skills already established at GCSE 
 
Initially at AS, students will: 

¶ analyse data involving maps, photographs, tables, graphs and numerical 
data; 

¶ understand spatial patterns and produce an ordered explanation of them, 
using geographical (including scientific) principles;  

¶ use examples from the modern world, at a variety of scales, to exemplify the 
geographical principles;  

¶ undertake a fieldwork project and analyse the data collected , using graphical 
and mathematical (statistical) techniques.  
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And at A2 
 
Students will be required to write essays involving extended and structured answers 
to geographical questions. 
Students will be expected to inter-relate the physical environment and the human 
environment in their synoptic paper as a link between the scientific and the socio-
economic aspects of the world. 
 
Syllabus & Assessment for AS Level and A2 
 

There have been changes to all GCE Geography syllabuses. 
Students will be entering the new AQA syllabus. 
It is expected that candidates will have GCSE Geography at C grade or higher. 
 
Specification AS level in Year 12  
 
Unit 1  Physical and Human Geography 2 hour exam 70% of AS and 35% of A 
level  
Physical 
This section will include studies of theoretical Hydrology and river management and 
studies of cold environments. The river studies are the most universal in physical 
Geography in all syllabuses. The cold climate studies have been chosen to build on 
studentôs knowledge of glacial environments which most students will be familiar with 
from their studies in Engelberg. 
 
 
Human 
This section includes the most universal topic of Human Geography, Population 
studies. This section includes theoretical Demography and the impact of population 
migration on settlements to comprise inner city areas, the rural urban fringes and an 
area of rural settlement. There will be a study of a population related issue involving 
the relationship between population and food. 
 
Unit 2 Geographical Skills 1 hour exam 30% of AS and 15% of A level 
 
This theme tests candidatesô familiarity with the use of resources and in carrying out 
fieldwork projects. 
Candidates will be required to answer 

¶ A question set using resources from either river studies or population studies 
from the core sections 

¶ A question on the candidates own fieldwork investigations. 
Candidates will be able to draw on experience from their own fieldwork and will also 
take part in a course to be organised either at a filed study centre in the UK or locally. 
A2 Geography in year 13 
 
Unit 3 Contemporary Geographical issues, 150min exam, 30%of A level marks 
 
Physical Options 
Candidates will study 2 physical and 1 Human option. 

¶ Plate tectonics 
This theme involves the study of plate movement and the associated impact on 
surface structures and landforms. This will include volcanoes and other igneous 
landforms, earthquakes and tsunamis and the human responses and management of 
the events. 

¶ Weather and climate and the associated hazards 
This theme involves the study of he UK climate, a tropical climate and urban 
climates. It also includes the study of global warming and responses to the e threat of 
climate change. 
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Human Options 
Development and globalisation.This theme involves the study of countries and 
economies from the low levels of development and from the newly industrialised 
economies including India and China. The study of the EU as an economic group 
and the study of globalisation in economic activity. 

 
Unit 4(a) Geography Fieldwork Investigation. 90 min exam 20% of A level marks 
Students will complete a study in Geomorphology, Ecology or Urban studies. They 
must write up the work and prepare themselves to answer questions on their chosen 
topic. 
Unit 4(b)  
Geographical Issue Evaluation 90 min exam 20 % of A level marks 
Candidates will be supplied with a resource booklet on April 1st before the 
examination. They must prepare a response to the data and carry out research into 
the topic. They must consider the stakeholders in the issue, the economics and 
politics of the issue and the environmental context. 

 

 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
In the modern world, employers are increasingly looking for people who are literate, 
numerate, good at problem-solving, flexible in their ways of working, and capable of 
showing originality and initiative.  Facts or even practical skills are often out of date 
before they are used at work. 
 
We use a wide range of skills and the ability to acquire the skills and apply them is 
key to the subject.  
 
While the choice of Geography leads to no specific career, recent Geography 
graduates from the BSN have gone on to a variety of careers including: 
 

¶ Managing the introduction of Aldi supermarkets into the UK 

¶ Managing a large department at British Telecom 

¶ Working as a senior market trader on the London Stock Exchange 

¶ Managing quality control at a pharmaceutical factory for Boots 
 

However, the main advantage of the subject within an IB package is that it can 
enable students to study such a wide range of subjects at university.  Recent 
Geography students at the BSN have gone on to study a huge range of subjects 
including: 
 

¶ Mathematics, Computing and Engineering 

¶ Humanities such as Psychology, History, Economics and Business 

¶ Sciences such as Biochemistry, Ecology, Geophysics and Geology 

¶ Medicine 

¶ Law 

¶ Archaeology 

¶ Sport & Recreation Science & Management 
 
Relevant School Excursions   
 
The Den Haag course 
In Year 12, students spend a day collecting primary data on land use in the city with 
particular reference to urban deprivation and ethnic succession. 
 
The Dorset coast course 
This course will provide experience in field work in both Human and physical 
Geography. The area is a world heritage site and provides an ideal setting for work 
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on Coastal Geomorphology and for settlement and population studies which will be 
tested in a field work examination. 

 
7.3.3 AS/A2 Government and Politics (Edexcel) 

8GP01/9GP01 
 

This course will appeal to students who  
 

¶ want to study a dynamic subject that changes with the world around them; 

¶ are interested in the political systems which govern their daily lives; 

¶ want to find out more about the way that we are governed; 

¶ are prepared to question the traditions and institutions of the political system; 

¶ want a course that will complement other subjects that develop the ability to 
construct and substantiate an argument, for example, History. 

 
 
Background 
You do not need to have studied Government and Politics, although an enthusiasm 
for the topic is essential. Students should have at least a B in either English or 
History. Success in Government and Politics is dependent on the ability of students 
to construct an argument based on analysis of different aspects of British politics, 
supported by reference to contemporary British political developments. Students 
must be prepared to share, defend and, perhaps, change their opinions. You must 
have an interest in current affairs and bring your up to date knowledge to the 
classroom. 
 
 
Skills developed throughout the course 
 
Studying Government and Politics helps you to develop 
 

¶ A critical understanding of the concepts, institutions and processes which 
underpin political systems; 

¶ Your ability to communicate your ideas effectively, substantiating your 
analysis with a range of evidence, both verbally and on paper; 

¶ Your capacity to evaluate information and reach independent conclusions. 
 
 
Syllabus for AS Level 
Unit 1 ï People and Politics 
This unit introduces analysis of the key channels of communication between the 
government and the people. It encourages evaluation of the adequacy of the existing 
arrangements for ensuring representative democracy and political participation. 
Sample questions: 

¶ How democratic is the UK? 

¶ Do todayôs political parties have an ideological identity? 

¶ Is the British electoral system used in general elections fair? 

¶ How can a pressure group exert influence on the government of the day? 
 
Unit Value - 50% AS Level / 25% A Level 
Examination: 1 hour and 20 minutes. Two structured questions from a choice of four. 
 
Unit 2 ï Governing the UK 
This unit is an introduction to the major governmental processes within the UK. It 
encourages development of critical understanding of the role and effectiveness of 
key institutions, and of the relationships amongst them, in the context of multi-level 
governance. 
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Sample questions: 

¶ Should the UK have a written constitution? 

¶ Can Parliament hold the government to account effectively? 

¶ Is the Prime Minister of the UK too powerful? 

¶ Can the judiciary check the power of the government? 
 
Unit Value: 50% AS Level / 25% A2 Level 
Examination: 1 hour 20 minutes. One stimulus response question from a choice of 
two and one extended answer from a choice of two questions. 
 
Syllabus for A2 Level 
Unit 3b ï Introducing Political Ideologies 
This unit introduces the major ideologies which have had a significant influence on 
Western government policy throughout the modern era. Students analyse the core 
values of each ideology and look at the different ways that the key ideas have been 
interpreted.  
Sample questions: 

¶ Are all political parties today liberal? 

¶ Is socialism still relevant in todayôs political world? 

¶ Is conservatism anything more than the pursuit of power? 

¶ Is anarchism liberalism taken to its logical conclusion? 
 
Unit Value: 25% A2 Level 
Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes. Three short answers from a choice of five questions 
and one extended answer from a choice of three questions. 
 
Unit 4b ï Other Ideological Traditions 
This unit introduces students to ideologies which have developed in response to the 
mainstream ideologies of liberalism, social and conservatism, studied in Unit 3b. 
Again, students analyse the core values and the different interpretations of those 
values for each ideology; nationalism, feminism, ecologism and multiculturalism. 
Sample questions: 

¶ Is nationalism always aggressive and expansionist? 

¶ Is our society a patriarchy? 

¶ Do all political parties have to be ecologists today? 

¶ Does ignorance of multiculturalism inevitably lead to an unstable society? 
 
Unit Value: 25% A2 Level 
Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes. Three short answers from a choice of five questions 
and one extended answer from a choice of three questions. 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of the course? 
Students of Government and Politics can take a wide variety of university courses 
which involve the ability to construct, substantiate and communicate an argument, for 
example, History, Law, and, obviously, Politics. Government and Politics can be 
useful preparation for a range of careers including journalism and civil service.   
 
Relevant school excursions 
Students will be advised of any plans nearer to the time. In the past we have visited 
Edinburg and Westminster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

36 

7.3.4 AS/A2 History (Edexcel) ï 8HI01 / 9HI01 

  
Background  
 
Normally a student starting AS will need to have completed either a full or short 
course in GCSE History and obtained at least a grade B. It is more important that a 
person has an enquiring mind, an interest in the past and an appreciation of the 
value of this subject for establishing an understanding of the modern world. If you 
enjoy investigation, debate and putting forward a well-argued case this is a subject 
for you. 
 
Skills developed in the course 
 
During your course you will learn: 
 

¶ about the significance of events, individuals, issues and societies in History; 

¶ how and why societies have changed over time ï how people interact, their 
motives, factionalism, how people may unite under a common cause  

¶ to understand the world you live in; so many of todayôs conflicts have their 
roots in the past; how can you negotiate with , trade successfully with or 
report on a country if you know nothing of its history? 

¶ to develop an understanding of how the past has been interpreted and 
represented; 

¶ to express your own historical ideas confidently and effectively; 

¶ to understand the nature of historical evidence and the methods used by 
historians to analyse and evaluate it; 

¶ about the theories of historians and the language they use to discuss their 
ideas; 

¶ to further develop and refine your ability to analyse and evaluate evidence, 
reach supported judgements, and to argue a case effectively both orally and 
on paper. 

 
 
Syllabus for AS Level (8HI01) 

 
Unit 1 ï Option D: A World Divided - Communism in the Twentieth Century 
A comparison of Stalinôs Russia (1924-53) and Maoôs China (1949-76) 
 
Unit 2 ï Option D ï The British Empire Challenged 
An examination of the relationship between Britain and Ireland (1867-1922) 
 
Assessment for AS Level 
 
 

Unit 1 ï Historical themes in breadth Unit 2 ï Depth Study 

 
Candidates are required to answer 2  
questions worth 30 marks each, one from 
each theme. 
 
The questions require candidates to 
present historical explanations and assess 
their significance in the historical context of 
events, individualsô ideas, attitudes and/or 
beliefs, and the ways in which they 
influenced behaviours and action. 
 

 
Candidates are required to answer two 
source based questions.  
 
 
The first question (a) is worth 20 marks and 
will focus on reaching a judgement by 
analysis, cross referencing and evaluating 
source material. 
The second question (b) is worth 40 marks 
and will ask candidates to address an 
historical view or claim using two sources in 
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Exam : 1 hour 20 minutes 
  
A/S value 50% 
25% of the total GCE value 

conjunction with their own knowledge. A 
choice of questions will be provided for 
each topic. 
 
Exam: 1 hour 20 minutes 
 
A/S value 50% 
25% of the total GCE value 
 

  
Syllabus for A2 Level (9HI01) 
 
Unit 3 ï Option C - The United States: Challenged and Transformed 
A study of the United States between 1820-77 and its associated historical 
controversies e.g. Why did civil war break out? Why did the North defeat the South? 
 
Unit 4 ï CW43 - The Middle East and the Arab-Israeli Conflict c. 1900-2001 
The focus is the changing relationships between Jews and Arabs in the Middle East, 
and the reasons for continuing conflict to the present day. 
 
Assessment for A2 Level 
 

Unit 3 - Depth study  
 

Unit 4 ï Historical Enquiry 

 The paper will be divided into 2 sections. 
Candidates are required to answer  
One question from section A out of a choice 
of two (30 marks). This will be an essay 
question with an analytical focus which will 
require candidates to reach a substantiated 
judgement on a historical issue or problem. 
One question from section B out of a choice 
of two (40 marks). The question will require 
candidates to compare the provided source 
material while exploring an issue of 
historical debate, and to reach 
substantiated judgements in the light of 
their own knowledge and understanding of 
the interpretation and controversy. 
 
Exam: 2 hours 
A2 value 60% 
30% of the total GCE value 
 

Coursework. 
 
Part A: An extended essay which will 
demonstrate the candidatesô ability to 
assess the significance of a chosen 
individual or event in the short term through 
the evaluation of historical sources in their 
context. 
Part B: An extended essay which will 
demonstrate the candidateôs ability to 
assess the significance of a chosen factor, 
individual or event over 100 years by linking 
the chosen factor, individual or event with 
other events and forces which changed the 
period studied. 
 
 
A2 value 40% 
20% of the total GCE value 

 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course?  
 
óHow can you negotiate with, trade successfully with, or report on a country if you 
know nothing of its history?ô 
 

Subjects such as History, at first might not appear to be as useful as more vocational 
subjects; it may be harder for you to identify a clear career path. There are of course 
specifically related history careers such as Museum work or Archaeology. However, it 
is the skills that history imparts which mean that it is really valued in many areas and 
can lead to range of university courses in areas such as the study of Literature, 
Media Studies, Marketing, Sociology, Law, Philosophy, Politics and Economics.  
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History A Level and degrees are also an excellent foundation for careers in Law, 
Journalism, Banking, the Civil Service, Diplomatic Service and accountancy because 
of specific skills honed from evaluating and analysing evidence and reaching 
supported judgements. 
History is also popular with students who wish to study Science and Engineering 
courses after A Level. As a qualification in History allows these students to 
demonstrate a wider and attractive portfolio of skills and qualifications with which to 
enter university and employment later on. 
  
Relevant School Excursions 
 
Students will have the opportunity to go on a field trip relevant to the syllabi we 
follow.  
 
In previous years we have organised a field trip to Russia (Moscow and St 
Petersburg) designed to support the study of Soviet Russia, particularly Stalinism.  
 
Such trips are highly successful because they enable students to appreciate and see 
for themselves the places where major events took place, as well as seeing primary 
evidence in the form of artefacts. Students complete work which will enhance their 
understanding of the nature of the Soviet State. In addition students will also gain an 
increased understanding of the contemporary nature of the country they visit. 
 
 
 

7.3.5 AS/A2 Psychology (OCR) 

 
This course will appeal to students who: 
 

¶ enjoy exploring issues dealing with how and why people behave in certain 
ways. 

¶ want to find out more about the link between peopleôs behaviour and their 
environment. 

¶ enjoy planning and carrying out investigations to look for any patterns and 
explanation in to the behaviour of children and adults. 

¶ want a course that will complement other AS and Advanced GCEs such as 
English, Mathematics and the Sciences. 

 
Background. 
 
You do not need to have previously studied Psychology, although an interest in 
understanding human behaviour is essential.  During the course, you will need to be 
able to communicate effectively and research information from a variety of sources.  
You should also be willing to engage in a wide range of reading on these matters. 
 
This course introduces candidates to the theories and methods of Psychology.  It 
offers them the opportunity to look at some of the explanations psychologists provide 
in trying to understand humans and their interactions with the world. 
 
The course aims to develop both candidatesô psychological skills and their 
psychological knowledge. Candidates study 15 key pieces of psychological research 
which aim to introduce students to the world of Psychology. The studies are taken 
from the Social, Developmental, Cognitive, Physiological approaches and the 
Psychology of Individual Differences.  
 
It is helpful for candidates to have good communication and numeracy skills and a 
grade B (at least) in GCSE English and Mathematics or an equivalent qualification.  
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Skills developed on the course. 
 
During the course you will: 

¶ develop awareness and understanding of psychological theories, research, 
case studies and methods used to collect data 

¶ explore topics which reflect current contemporary issues, as well as earlier 
case studies 

¶ explore the different areas of Psychology 

¶ be introduced to a range of interesting topics including: prejudice, obedience, 
memory and mental health 

¶ participate in and conduct psychological investigations, collecting appropriate 
data 

¶ analyse and interpret your own or second-hand data and evaluate the 
findings 

¶ develop awareness of the ethical issues in Psychology, particularly in the field 
of research. 

 
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification? 
 
AS is short for Advanced Subsidiary.  The AS is the first half of the Advanced course.  
It is a stepping-stone to the full Advanced qualification.  You can complete your study 
of Psychology at the end of the AS course, if you and your teacher agree that this is 
best for you, or continue to complete the full Advanced.  You can decide at the end of 
the AS course whether to continue to take full Advanced GCE qualification.  
 
The OCR AS qualification is made up of two written papers that focus on the 
following: 

¶ G542 Core Studiesï candidates study 15 research papers that provide them 
with an understanding of how psychological research is carried out. 

¶ G541 Psychological Investigation ï provides candidates with an 
opportunity to try out some of the methods that psychologists use. 

 
Candidates taking the full Advanced GCE qualification undertake a compulsory unit 
in approaches and research methodology.  Candidates are required to design their 
own piece of research, and to answer structured synoptic questions on approaches, 
perspectives, methods, issues and debates 
 
Candidates must also take two additional units which look at how Psychology can be 
applied in a practical setting.  These two units will be: 
 

¶ Psychology of Sport and exercise 

¶ Health and Clinical Psychology  
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 
You could: 

¶ follow a degree course, for example in Psychology, Social Science, Nursing 
or Advertising.  These are a small selection of a huge variety of courses with 
direct links to AS/Advanced GCE Psychology.  UCAS handbooks will give you 
further guidance 

¶ enter a Higher National course in a related programme, seek employment in 
the area of human resources, the care sector, hotel management or 
advertising.  
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7.4 Mathematics Faculty 
 

7.4.1 AS/A2 Mathematics (Edexcel) 8371/ 9371 

 
Entrance recommendations for Mathematics AS & A2:  
The Faculty recommends the following grades at GCSE for entrance into: 
Further Mathematics at least an A at GCSE 
A2 and AS at least a C at GCSE on a higher paper 
 
Background   
For the AS course, students are expected to have gained a grade B at GSCE Level 
in Mathematics on the higher paper.  A/S and A2 levels are very different from GCSE 
in both content and approach.   The ability to analyse problems and pick out relevant 
information from a question, to memorise and recall facts and use mathematical 
methods to create solutions to questions, are all necessary skills. 
 
Students who have shown problem solving ability and who have enjoyed algebra and 
trigonometry problems, usually respond well to these courses. 
 
Syllabus for AS Level 
 
Examination Board:  EDEXCEL 8371 
 
The course is divided into 3 modules.  
At present the courses offered are 
C1, C2, M1  C1, C2, S1  
 
Pure Maths 1 (C1, Edexcel 6664)  
Algebra and Functions, Coordinate Geometry in the (x, y) plane, Sequences and 
Series, Basic Differential and Integral Calculus. 
 
Pure Maths 2 (C2, Edexcel 6665) 
Further Algebra, Functions and Coordinate Geometry of the (x,y) plane, 
Trigonometry, Exponentials and Logarithms, More Differential and Integral Calculus. 
 
Mechanics 1 (M1,Edexcel 6677) 
Mathematical Modelling, Vectors, Kinematics of a particle in a straight line, Dynamics 
of a particle moving in a line or plane, Friction, Statics of a particle, Moments. 
 
Statistics 1 (S1, Edexcel 6683) 
Mathematical models in probability, Presentation and summary of data, Probability, 
Correlation and Regression, Discrete random variables, The Normal distribution. 

 
Assessment and Grades for AS Level 
 
Each module is assessed by a one and a half hour exam. The grades range from A* 
(for an average of 90% UMF marks in the Core modules), A for 89- 80%, B for a 79- 
70%, C for a 69-60%, D for a 59- 50% and E for a 49-40% marks 

 
Syllabus for A2 Level 
Examination Board:  EDEXCEL 9371 
 
A further 3 modules is required together with the 3 A/S modules to constitute the full 
A level. 
The courses offered at present are 
C3, C4, M2  C3, C4, S2   
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Pure Maths 3 (C3, Edexcel 6665) 
Further Algebra and Functions; Trigonometry, Exponential and Logarithm Functions, 
Differentiation and Integration. Numerical Methods. 
 
Pure Maths 4 (C4, Edexcel 6666) 
Further Algebra and Functions, Sequences and Series, Coordinate Geometry of the 
(x,y) plane, more complex Differentiation and Integration, Vectors to include vector 
equations of lines and the scalar product. 
 
Mechanics 2 (M2, Edexcel 6678) 
Further Kinematics of a particle moving in a straight line or plane, Centres of mass, 
Work and energy, Collisions, Statics of a rigid body. 
 
Statistics 2 (S2, Edexcel 6684) 
The Binomial and Poisson distributions, Continuous random variables, Continuous 
distributions, Hypothesis testing to include tests for the binomial parameter p and the 
mean of a Poisson distribution. 
 
 
Assessment and Grades for A2 Level 
 
Each module is assessed by a one and a half hour exam.  The grades range from A* 
(for an average of 90% UMF marks in the Core modules), A for 89- 80%, B for a 79- 
70%, C for a 69-60%, D for a 59- 50% and E for a 49-40% marks 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 
Mathematics is an important and highly regarded subject for entry to a wide range of 
Higher Education courses and careers including those courses that are not directly 
mathematical or scientific. Some of these include: 
Business Studies: Accounting, Banking, Insurance, Market Research, Industrial 
Relations, Engineering: Electrical, Civil, Transport, Space, Biochemical. 
Computer Studies: Data Processing, Software Design, Information Technology. 
Science and Technology: Environmental Sciences, Genetics, Pure Sciences, Health, 
Food Technology, Geophysics, Medicine, Metallurgy, Meteorology. 
Others: Ceramics, Clothing and Textiles, Surveying, Management Studies, Forestry, 
Horticulture, Hotel Management, Service Industries, Psychology.  
  
Relevant School Excursions and Competitions 
 
A small group of students is offered the opportunity to take part in the ISMTF Senior 
Mathematics competition.  The competition is usually hosted in a European country; 
students would be expected to fund the cost of travelling to the relevant country.  A 
larger number of students also take part in the Mathematics Olympiad Challenge 
which takes place at school in November. 
 

 
7.4.2 AS/A2 Further Mathematics 

Examination Board:  EDEXCEL 8372/ 9372 

 
Background  
A proven mathematical ability and flair is necessary to follow this course and at an A 
grade at least at GCSE is required. 
 
Syllabus of the Further Mathematics course 
 
The course is in two parts. 
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Year 12: Mathematics A/S and A2 levels completed. At present the six modules 
taken are C1, C2, C3, C4, M1 and S1. The Mathematics A level exams are 
completed at the end of Year 12.  Students are encouraged to take the AEA 
(Advanced Educational Award) at the end of their module exams. A one 3-hour paper 
assesses the AEA. 
 
Year 13: the Further Maths course begins. At present the six modules offered are 
FP1, FP2, FP3, and three application modules M2, S2 and M3. This completes the 
A/S and A2 levels for an A level in Further Maths. 
 
A/S Further Maths requires three modules. At present these are FP1, and two 
application modules of the following modules: M2, S2,or M3  
 
Assessment and Grades 
Each module is assessed by a one and a half hour paper. The grades range from A* 
(for an average of 90% UMF marks in the Core modules), A for 89- 80%, B for a 79- 
70%, C for a 69-60%, D for a 59- 50% and E for a 49-40% marks 
 
The Further Maths specifications have changed in September 2008 and their 
content is as follows: 
 
Further Pure Maths  (FP1, Edexcel 6674 ) 
Complex numbers, Numerical solutions to equations f(x) = 0, Coordinate systems, 
Matrix algebra, Series and Proof. First and second order differential equations, Polar 
coordinates. 
Further Pure Maths (FP2, Edexcel 6675) 
Inequalities, More complex Series, Further Complex Numbers, First and second 
order differential equations, Polar coordinates. MacLaurin and Taylor Series. 
Cartesian and parametric equations for conics, Hyperbolic functions, More complex 
differentiation and integration using trigonometric and hyperbolic functions and their 
inverses, Reduction formulas, Arc lengths and surfaces of revolution. 
Further Pure Maths (FP3, Edexcel 6676) 
Hyperbolic functions, More complex differentiation and integration using trigonometric 
and hyperbolic functions and their inverses, Reduction formulas, Arc lengths and 
surfaces of revolution, Further Matrix algebra, Vector and triple scalar products. 
Mechanics 3 (M3, Edexcel 6679) 
Further Kinematics using calculus, Elastic springs and strings, Newtonôs Laws of 
motion, Simple Harmonic motion, Motion in a Circle, Further statics of a rigid body to 
include equilibrium. 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
Students hoping to follow a course with any Mathematics content at university are 
greatly advantaged by taking this course.  The Further Mathematics AS course in 
particular gives a good background in Pure Mathematics.   
 

 

7.5 Modern Languages 
 

The Faculty offers four subjects at post-16 level: 
 

7.5.1 Dutch, French, German, Italian and Spanish 
(Edexcel exam board apart from Dutch OCR) 
 
Background  
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For AS studies we expect students to have studied the language(s) to GCSE level 
and have obtained at least a B grade. In some cases students may not need a GCSE 
certificate if, for example, they have lived or studied abroad and have a reasonable 
level of linguistic ability. 
 
For A2 studies we expect students to have completed the AS programme and have 
obtained a pass grade overall. Students who have obtained an ñEò grade pass are 
asked to check with the relevant Head of Department before going ahead as you 
may find some of the papers too challenging.  
 
Skills developed in this course 
 
At AS the four basic GCSE skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing are 
developed more thoroughly. Some of the skills are examined in a different way, 
especially the Listening where you will be expected to work independently with your 
own tape. Students are expected to become more aware of the cultural issues 
surrounding the countries in which the language is spoken. 
 
In A2 the two units that were covered at AS are further extended. Students will 
develop their oral skills to the point where they can sustain an argument. They may 
be offered the option of studying literature or writing extended essays about aspects 
of contemporary issues that interest them. Translation and essay writing skills are all 
tested in the same unit. 
 
Syllabus for AS Level 
The syllabus content for AS Level is set by QCA. There are four general topic areas 
that are further subdivided into individual topics. 
 
Youth culture and concerns 

a. Music and fashion 
b. Technology 
c. Relationships 
d. Alcohol, drugs and sex 

 
Lifestyle : health and fitness 

a. Sport and exercise 
b. Food and diet 
c. Health issues 

The world around us 
a. Tourist information and travel 
b. Weather and climate change 
c. Pollution and recycling 

Education and employment 
a. School and higher education 
b. Student issues and government policy 
c. The world of work 

 
Assessment for AS Level 
In French, German and Spanish there are three final papers: 

¶ Unit 1 ï Oral exam worth 30%  

¶ Unit 2 ï Listening, Reading & Writing worth 70%  
In Dutch there is no oral exam and the Listening, Reading and Writing paper is worth 
100%. 
 
Syllabus for A2 Level 
The content at A2 is also set by QCA. It covers all the topics at AS plus: 

¶ Customs, traditions, beliefs and religions 

¶ National and international events 
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In French, German and Spanish students are expected to write an essay in the final 
paper based on a topic of their own choice that must be drawn from one of the 
following topic areas: 

¶ Geographical issues 

¶ Historical issues 

¶ Issues of contemporary society 

¶ Literature and the Arts 

 
Assessment for A2 Level 
In French, German and Spanish there are two final papers: 

¶ Unit 3 ï Oral work ï worth 35%  

¶ Unit 4 ï Essay and Translation ï worth 65%.  
In Dutch there is no oral exam and the Essay paper is worth 100%. 
 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 
Proficiency in at least one or two foreign languages is helpful for success in the 
following career paths: law, European and company law, banking, insurance, 
Diplomatic Service, Civil Service, armed forces, police (Interpol), science, research, 
publishing, journalism, public relations, accountancy, management, personnel, 
leisure and travel sectors, librarianship, teaching, interpreting and translating. 
Languages can help to support your application to any profession. 
 
Relevant School Excursions 
 
At present we offer the following Field Courses to Y12 or Y13 students. It is highly 
recommended that you attend, as this will help you to prepare elements of the exam 
(especially Unit 4). 

¶ German ï 6 day Field Trip to Germany or a German speaking country costing 
approx 550 Euros 

¶ Spanish ï 6 day Field Trip to Spain (various locations) costing approx 550 
Euros 

¶ French ï 5 or 6 day Field Trip to Provence costing approx 650 Euros 
 

(All of these costs exclude lunch and evening meal) 

 

7.6 Physical Education Faculty 
 
AS and A2 Physical Education ï AQA ï 2580 
 
Background 
 
AS Physical Education is an Advanced Level Sports course. The AS qualification 
builds on the knowledge, understanding and analysis skills that you have developed 
in GCSE PE. You will need to have obtained at least a B grade at GCSE. Although 
desirable, it is not a requirement that you have studied GCSE PE in the past. 
 
Useful background skills include: 

¶ The ability to analyse and respond to performances; 

¶ The ability to synthesise information from a variety of sources; 

¶ The ability to use appropriate equipment confidently, safely and towards a 
specific goal; 

¶ A good standard of performance in one practical activity area. 
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¶ A sound knowledge of the rules and regulations governing the activity of your 
choice, with a view to being able to perform the role of an official eg, 
umpire/referee 

¶ A good understanding of how to perform the role of coach/trainer. 
 
A2 PE is the second half of the A level course. It builds on the AS level modules 
exploring psychological, sociological and physiological aspects of sport in more 
detail. 
 
Skills developed in the course 
 
In both the AS and A2 courses you will develop: 
 

¶ your enjoyment + personal interest in the wider area of sport 

¶ recognition of developments in sport 

¶ greater understanding of your body and its response to training  

¶ understanding of how your body learns new skills 

¶ knowledge of how psychological and physiological factors affect your training 
and achievements 

¶ the place of sport in society 
 
Syllabus for AS Level 
 
The subject specification is divided into 2 Units: 
 
Unit 1: Opportunities for and the effects of leading a healthy and active 

lifestyle 
 
Students will look at more advanced physiology and the effect exercise has on the 

body 
and how to lead a healthy and active lifestyle. They will cover the following areas in 

greater  
detail: 
 
*  Health exercise and fitness 
*  Nutrition 
*  Pulmonary function 
*  Transport of blood gases 
*  Cardiac function 
*  Analysis of movement in specific sporting actions 
*  Levers 
 
Students will also look at how skills can be classified and how they are learnt and will  
cover the following areas in greater detail: 
 
*  Information processing 
*  Learning and performance 
 
Finally students will look at the history of sport and see how we came to be where we  
are today. This will include comparisons between sport, PE, health and leisure.   
They will also look at how society is reflected in sporting provision and the role of the  
politicians and National Governing Bodies. The following areas will be covered in  
detail: 
 
*  The benefits of physical activity to both the individual and society 
*  The provision for sport 
*  The role of schools and NGBôs in creating opportunities 
*  Potential barriers to participation 
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Unit 2: Analysis and evaluation of physical activity as performer and/or 

in adopted roles 
 
In this module students will be able to demonstrate their competence in two of three 
roles in one physical activity (see list attached for available sports). They will have 
the opportunity to demonstrate their practical ability in a chosen discipline and/or their 
ability to coach or officiate in their chosen sport/activity. 
 
In order to help students in performing the above mentioned roles, they will also be 
taught: 
 
*  How to analyse and evaluate the factors which improve performance. 
*  A variety of fitness testing procedures and the basic principles that govern all 

types of training and the methods used to bring about the desired effects. 
*  The different styles of teaching, forms of practice, forms of guidance and how to 

use feedback effectively.  
 
Assessment for AS Level 
 

Unit Nature of Assessment Further Details 
1 2 hour written paper 60% of the AS mark 

30% of A2 mark 
2 Practical demonstration 

of two of three roles 
(performer/coach/official) 

40% of the AS mark 
20% of the A2 mark 

 
Note on choosing coaching or officiating for the practical component: 
 

Individual sports (eg. Swimming, Tennis, Badminton, Squash, Athletics, 
Martial arts) are easier options to consider for the coaching component as 
the level of coaching received in these activities is generally more skill 
orientated and delivered on more one to one basis.  Team sports can still be 
done, but care must be taken if selecting coaching as an option since team 
sports tend to focus less on individual player skill development and more on 
the successful integration of players into specific roles.  
Team games are however useful when considering officiating (refereeing, 
umpiring) as an option and students are encouraged to follow official 
qualifications if they are available to them eg. Hockey Players. 
 
Syllabus for A2 Level 
 
The subject specification is divided into 2 Units: 
 
Unit 3: Optimising performance and evaluating contemporary issues 

within sport 
 
In this unit, students study three separate areas in sport. The first two sections deal 
with the optimisation of performance through applied physiology and the 
psychological aspects that influence sport. These sections cover topics such as: 
 
Energy Systems    Personality 
Function and structure of muscles  Arousal 
Preparation and training   Attitudes 
Specialised training    Aggression 
Sports injuries     Confidence 
Mechanics of movement   Leadership 
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The final section in this unit is about evaluating contemporary influences. Students 
will look at the nature of elite sport including studying the Olympic Games.  Issues in 
the wider arena of elite sport are covered in detail, including topics such as 
commercialism, sponsorship the media and technology, to name but a few. 
 
Unit 4: Optimising practical performance  
 
This module will enable students to perform one role (performer, coach or official) in 
their chosen sport as well as to analyse and reflect on how their knowledge can be 
used to improve their own performance.  
 
Assessment for A2 Level 

Unit Nature of 
Assessment 

Further Details 

 
3 

 
2 hour written paper 

 
30% of the A level mark 
 

 
 
 
 

4 

Demonstration as 
either a performer, 
coach or official in 
one sport (to include 
an analysis and 
evaluation of own 
performance in 
respective role) 

20 % of the A level mark 

 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 

¶ You can use your relevant qualifications for points to enter higher education. 

¶ You could follow a degree or higher national course in Sports Studies, Sports 
Science, Leisure and Tourism, PE Teaching, Physiotherapy and Sports 
development 

 
This could lead to the following career opportunities: 
 
Biomechanist, Clinical Exercise Physiologist, Dietician, Exercise Physiologist, Fitness 
Instructor/Personal Trainer, GP Referral Exercise Consultant, Lecturer in Higher 
Education, Performance Analyst, Physical Education Teacher, Researcher, Sports 
and Exercise Psychologist, Sports Engineer, Strength and Conditioning Coach. 

 
See http://www.bases.org.uk/newsite/home.asp for more information. (British 
Association of Sports and Exercise Sciences) 
 
Relevant School Excursions 
 
To be advised 
 
Possible Practical Options 
 
Artistic/Aesthetic Activities  Dance Contemporary/Creative/Ballet 
     Diving 
     Trampolining 
     Gymnastics 
 
Athletic Activities   Athletics 
     Cycling (Track, Road, Mountain Biking) 

http://www.bases.org.uk/newsite/home.asp
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Swimming Activities   Swimming 
 
Outdoor and Adventurous Activities Canoeing/Kayaking 
     Horse Riding 
     Sailing/Windsurfing/Kitesurfing 
     Climbing 
     Mountain Activities 
     Skiing/Snowboarding 
 
Individual Activities   Badminton   Fencing 
     Golf    Judo 
     Karate    Rowing and 
Sculling 
     Squash    Table Tennis 
     Tennis    Boxing 
     Orienteering   Tae Kwon Do 
     Olympic Weightlifting 
 
Team Games    Basketball   Cricket 
     Gaelic Football  Goalball 
     Handball  
 Hockey(Field/Roller/Ice) 
     Lacrosse   Netball 
     Rugby (Union or League) Soccer 
     Softball/Baseball/Rounders Volleyball 
     Water Polo 
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7.7 Science Faculty 
 

7.7.1 Edexcel AS /A2  Biology, 8B101 / No. 9B101 

 
AS Specification 
 
A New Course for a Changing World 
This course is part of a completely new and innovative suite of Science courses 
designed to reflect the nature of science in the modern world. In particular, the impact 
of scientific activities on society is stressed, thus following on this emphasis from the 
new GCSE Science courses. This course is based on the Salters Nuffield Advanced 
Biology course, which was examined first in June 2007. This course has been very 
successful in motivating all students through its emphasis on the relevance of Biology 
to the modern world. The course writers have put together a great deal of support 
material including on-line support. 
 
Qualifications for Entry 
AS Biology is an advanced level science course, so you need to have developed the 
skills of scientific investigation, which are developed in GCSE 360 Science courses. 
These skills include: 
 

¶ Planning experimental work based on previous experience and theoretical 
knowledge, 

¶ The ability to use laboratory apparatus confidently to make accurate 
measurements, 

¶ The ability to analyse data using graphical and mathematical methods and link 
the analysis to theoretical knowledge, 

¶ The ability to critically evaluate data collected in an experiment, 
 
The qualification builds on the knowledge, understanding and process skills that you 
achieved in GCSE Science, Additional Science and Extension Biology. It is expected 
that you should have at least the equivalent of at least a GCSE grade B in Extension 
Biology or Additional Science. Students with GCSE Biology should also have 
followed a GCSE course in Chemistry and preferably Physics. For data processing 
candidates need to have reached a pass standard in GCSE mathematics. 
 

Candidates with alternative qualifications to GCSE will be evaluated individually. 
 
During the course, we expect students to use ICT to communicate effectively in text 
and graphical communication, and to research information from a variety of sources.  
 
What skills are developed in the course? 
In the course, you will develop: 

¶ Greater understanding of biological facts and an appreciation of their significance 
in new and changing situations. 

¶ Greater expertise in the area of practical work and the link between theory and 
experimental work, 

¶ Your enjoyment and personal interest in the study of living organisms, 

¶ The recognition of the responsible use of biology in society 

¶ Awareness of developments in biology in the changing world in the new 
millennium 

¶ Awareness of the ethical and social issues linked with modern developments in 
biotechnology 
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Subject Matter 
The subject specification is divided into 3 units, the first 2 of which are assessed by 
an externally set examination and the third of which is assessed internally. Units 1 
and 2 each consist of 2 theoretical topics, with related practical work. 
 
Unit 1: Lifestyle, Transport, Genes and Health 
 
Topic 1: Lifestyle, health and risk 
Structure and functions of a number of molecules, including water, carbohydrates 
and triglycerides. The structure and function of the cardiovascular system is also 
included as an introduction to the ways in which diet and lifestyle factors may affect 
the heart and circulatory system. Ideas about correlation causation and concepts of 
risks to health are covered. 
 
Topic 2: Genes and health 
Structure and function of the cell membrane and gas exchange surfaces.  Structure 
and properties of proteins, enzyme and nucleic acids. Genetic code and protein 
synthesis. Principles of inheritance, gene therapy and genetic screening. Social and 
ethical issues surrounding genetic screening for genetic conditions. 
 

 
Unit 2: Development, Plants and the Environment 
 
Topic 3: The voice of the genome 
Ultrastructure of the animal cell and organisation of cells into tissues and organs. Cell 
division including mitosis and meiosis. Formation of gametes, fertilisation, stem cells, 
gene expression and cell differentiation. Interaction between genotype and the 
environment in determining the phenotype. 
 
Topic 4: Biodiversity and natural resources 
Plant cells compared to animal cells. Structure and roles of cellulose and starch. 
Relationship between plant tissues, xylem and sclerenchyma. Importance of plants to 
human life. Biodiversity on planet Earth and how diversity arises through natural 
selection and evolutionary change. Role of zoos in conservation. 
 
 
Unit 3: Practical Biology and Research Skills 
 
Part 1: Practical Biology 
Students carry out practical work which is assessed by their teachers and externally 
moderated. There are three areas for assessment: 
 

¶ Use of apparatus 

¶ Measurement and recording 

¶ Presentation of data and identification of trends 
 
Data analysis is not assessed here but in the written examinations. 
 
The maximum mark is 6 out of the total of 50 marks for the whole of Unit 3. 
 
Part 2: Visit or Issue report 
Students write a report of 1500 to 2000 words, which is marked by the teachers. The 
report may be a record of a visit to a site of biological interest, or a report on non-
practical research into a biological topic. The intention is to bring students in contact 
with ñreal lifeò examples of Biology in use.  
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Students will be assessed on their ability to describe the biological based methods  
and processes in the context of a selected problem or issue; identify the relevant 
applications of Biology; use information or arguments from their research and 
communicate clearly. 
 
The report must* be word-processed and demonstrate IT skills such as use of 
spreadsheet, production of tables, diagrams and graphs. 
 

¶ The requirement for production of a word-processed diagram is now the 
accepted standard. It also allows submission of moderation samples in 
electronic form. 

 
Assessment 
Your AS grade is based on your performance in examinations and in coursework, as 
in the table below: 
 

Unit 
No. 

Assessed by: Length etc. Contribution to total 
mark 

1 Examination 1 hour 15 mins. 40% 

2 Examination 1 hour 15 mins. 40% 

3 Internal Assessment n/a 20% 

 
Check out the Institute of Biologyôs website for an excellent account of careers open 
to young people with biology qualifications at various levels. They are at: 

 
www.iob.org 

 
For a comprehensive account of careers open to people with degree qualifications in 
biology, visit the graduate careers website at: 
 

www.prospects.csu.ac.uk 
 

Relevant school excursions 
See section in A2. 
 

Edexcel Advanced GCE Biology  specification (A2) 
 
Qualifications for Entry 
A2 Biology is the second half of the A level course. It builds on the advanced level 
foundation laid down in AS Biology. In order to study A2 Biology, you need to have 
successfully completed the AS Biology course. As with AS Biology, you need to have 
a good command of the science investigation skills: 
 

¶ Planning experimental work based on previous experience and theoretical 
knowledge, 

¶ The ability to use laboratory apparatus confidently to make accurate 
measurements, 

¶ The ability to analyse data using graphical and mathematical methods and link 
the analysis to theoretical knowledge, 

¶ The ability to critically evaluate data collected in an experiment, 
 
You will, of course, have further developed these skills in completing the AS 
coursework. You are also expected to be familiar and confident with the use of ICT to 
communicate effectively in text and graphical communication, and to research 
information from a variety of sources.  
 
What skills are developed in the course? 
In the course, you will continue to develop: 

http://www.iob.org/
http://www.prospects.csu.ac.uk/
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¶ Greater understanding of biological facts and an appreciation of their 
significance in new and changing situations. 

¶ Greater expertise in the area of practical work and the link between theory 
and experimental work 

¶ Your enjoyment and personal interest in the study of living organisms, 

¶ The recognition of the responsible use of biology in society, 

¶ Awareness of developments in biology in the changing world in the new 
millennium 

¶ Awareness of the ethical and social issues linked with modern developments 
in biotechnology 

 
 
The 3 units covered in year 13 are as follows: 
 
Unit 4: The Natural Environment and Species Survival 
 
Topic 5: On the wild side 
Photosynthesis as the basis of life for the majority of ecosystems. The working of 
ecosystems. Evidence for climate change an possible consequencesðwholesale 
extinction or natural selection. The ways in which scientific understanding can make 
us aware of our responsibilities as stewards of the environment. 
 
Topic 6  Infection, immunity and forensics 
The range of techniques used by forensic scientists to determine the identity of a 
person or animal, and establish the time and cause of death, including identifying a 
human perpetrator. Pathogens and how they enter the body. The immune response, 
and the co-evolution of pathogens and hosts. 
 
Unit 5 Energy , Exercise and Coordination 
 
Topic 7: Run for your life 
Muscle structure and function. Energy release by aerobic and anaerobic respiration. 
Responses of the heart and respiratory system to exercise. Homeostasis and its 
importance at whole body level (temperature regulation) and at the molecular level 
(gene switching). Effects of too much or too little exercise, and use of medical 
technology in sports. Ethical issues linked to use of performance-enhancing 
substances. 
 
Topic 8: Grey matter 
Response of plants to changes in their environment. The mammalian nervous 
system including imaging techniques used to  investigate the brain. Imbalances in 
brain chemistry leading to conditions such as Parkinsonôs disease, and treatment by 
drugs. Scope, achievements and ethical issues linked to the Human Genome 
Project. Risks and benefits linked with genetically modified organisms. 
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Unit 6: An Individual Practical Investigation 
Students will write a report of between 2700 and 3300 words of an experimental 
investigation they have carried out. The investigation should use complex and valid 
techniques, and be related to the subject matter of any part of the course, including 
the AS Units. The report should be written up in the style of a paper in a scientific 
journal.  The practical work and report are assessed on 6 criteria. 
 

¶ Background information and rationale for the choice of project, max 11 marks 

¶ Planning of the experimental techniques, max 11 marks 

¶ Implementation of the plan, max 8 marks 

¶ Observation and Recording, max 8 marks 

¶ Interpretation an evaluation, max  6 marks 

¶ Communication, max 6 marks 
 
Maximum total 50 marks 
 
Assessment 
Youôre a level grade is based on your performance in examinations and in 
coursework, as in the table below. Marks for units 1 to 3 will normally be brought 
forward from year 12: you do not need to sit these examinations again. 
 

Unit 
No. 

Assessed by: Length etc. Contribution to total 
mark 

1 Examination 1 hour 15 mins. 20% 

2 Examination 1 hour 15 mins. 20% 

3 Internal Assessment;  
externally moderated 

n/a 10% 

4 Examination 1 hour 30 mins. 20% 

5 Examination 1 hour 30 mins. 20% 

6 Internal Assessment;  
externally moderated 

n / a 10% 

 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

¶ Follow a degree course in biology, environmental science, medicine, nursing, 
dentistry, psychology and pharmacy. These are a small selection of courses 
with direct links to AS/Advanced GCE Biology. UCAS handbooks would give 
you further guidance 

¶ Enter a higher national course in biological science and related programmes 

¶ With either a higher qualification or simply with your A level qualification, you 
could enter employment in the areas of pharmacy, biotechnology, catering 
and land management as possible examples. 

 
Check out the Institute of Biologyôs website for an excellent account of careers open 
to young people with biology qualifications at various levels. They are at: 
 

www.iob.org 
 
For a comprehensive account of careers open to people with degree qualifications in 
biology, visit the graduate careers website at: 
 

www.prospects.csu.ac.uk 
 
Relevant school Excursions 
Students of A2 Biology will attend an ecology field trip in the first term of year 13. On 
this trip, they observe relationships between living organisms in natural surroundings 
and collect a large volume of quantitative data. These data can be analysed as 

http://www.iob.org/
http://www.prospects.csu.ac.uk/
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coursework for A2 Biology. The approximate cost of the course is likely to be around 
ú500 to ú550.  
 
 

2AS/A2 Chemistry (Edexcel) 8CH01/ 9CH01 

 
Background  
 
The qualification builds on the knowledge, understanding and process skills that you 
achieved in GCSE Science, Additional Science and Extension Chemistry. It is 
expected that you should have at least the equivalent of at least a GCSE grade B 
(higher level) in Extension Chemistry or Additional Science, and a GCSE grade C in 
Mathematics.  
 
The qualification integrates theory and relevant practical work, which are developed 
at different levels throughout the course. 
You will need to be able to communicate effectively, research and think critically 
about chemical problems. 
This qualification is suitable for students who: 

¶ have an interest in, and enjoyment of chemistry; enjoy carrying out 
investigation by the application of imaginative, logical and critical thinking 

¶ want to use chemistry to support other qualifications or progress onto further 
studies. 

 
Skills developed in the course  
 
The qualification aims to: 

¶ stimulate and sustain your interest in, and enjoyment of, chemistry 

¶ enable you to gain a knowledge and understanding of chemistry 
appropriate to AS/A GCE and to appreciate the inter-linking patterns 
which are a distinguishing feature of the subject 

¶ show the inter-relationship between the development of the subject 
and its application (social, economic, environmental and technological) 
and recognise the value of chemistry to society and how it may be 
used responsibly 

¶ develop your skills in laboratory procedures and techniques and carry 
these out with due regard for safety 

¶ develop your ability to acquire knowledge by means of practical work 

¶ provide opportunities for you to bring together knowledge of how 
different areas of chemistry relate to each other 

¶ develop your awareness of how advances in information technology 
and instrumentation are used in chemistry 

¶ provide an appropriate course for those who will end their study of the 
subject at one of these stages laying a secure foundation for those 
who will continue their studies in this or related subjects. 

 
Syllabus for AS Level 
 
Unit 1 (The Core Principles of Chemistry): Formulae, equations and amounts of 
substance, Energetics, Atomic Structure and the periodic table, Bonding, Introductory 
Organic Chemistry. 
 
Unit 2 (Applications of Core Principles of Chemistry):  Shapes of molecules and 
ions, Intermolecular forces, Redox, The periodic table ï groups 2 and 7, Kinetics, 
Chemical Equilibria, Organic Chemistry, Mass spectra and IR, Green chemistry. 
 
Assessment for AS Level 
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Unit 1 (40% of the total AS marks) The examination will be 1 hour 15 minutes and 
have 80 marks. It will contain two Sections, A and B. 
Section A is an objective test section which will aim to cover a large proportion of the 
specification for this unit. 
Section B contains a mixture of short-answer and extended answer questions. This 
will include questions on the analysis and evaluation of practical work.  
Quality of written communication will be assessed in this examination in Section B. 
 
Unit 2 (40% of the total AS marks) The examination will be 1 hour 15 minutes and 
have 80 marks. It will contain three Sections: A, B and C. 
Section A is an objective test section which will aim to cover a large proportion of the 
specification for this unit. 
Section B contains a mixture of short-answer and extended answer questions.  
Section C: will contain extended answer questions on contemporary contexts. This 
may contain stimulus materials on a scenario that students must read in order to 
answer the questions. It will focus on the chemistry behind the contexts and will not 
be a comprehension exercise. 
Quality of written communication will be assessed in this examination, in either 
Section B or C. Questions on the analysis and evaluation of practical work will also 
be included in either Section B or C. 
 
Unit 3 (20% of the total AS marks): Chemistry Laboratory Skills I  
This unit contains practical assessments that cover the content of Units 1 and 2. 
There is no specific content for this unit. The practical assessments cover the areas 
of physical, organic and inorganic chemistry. The types of practicals that students 
must complete are qualitative observations, quantitative measurements and 
preparations. 
 
Syllabus for A2 Level 
 
Unit 4 (General Principles of Chemistry I):  How fast? (rates of reaction); how far? 
(entropy); equiilbria; acid-base equilibria; further organic chemistr; spectroscopy and 
chromatography;  
 
Unit 5 (General Principles of Chemistry II): Redox and transition metals; organic 
chemistry ï arenes, nitrogen compounds and synthesis;   
 
Assessment for A2 Level 
 
Unit 4 (40% of the total A2 marks) The examination will be 1 hour 40 minutes and 
have 90 marks. It will contain three Sections, A, B and C. 
Section A is an objective test section which will aim to cover a large proportion of the 
specification for this unit. 
Section B contains a mixture of short-answer and extended answer questions. 
Section C will contain data questions and will require students to select the 
necessary data from the data booklet. They will be provided with data from a 
laboratory experiment and asked a series of questions on it. The longer timing of the 
examination reflects the style of the questions for Section C. 
Students will be able to show their full ability in Sections B and C as these will 
contain areas where they will be stretched and challenged. 
Quality of written communication will be assessed in this examination, in either 
Section B or C. The data booklet can be used throughout the examination for this 
unit. 
 
Unit 5 (40% of the total A2 marks) The examination will be 1 hour 40 minutes and 
have 90 marks. It will contain three Sections: A, B and C. 
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Section A is an objective test section which will aim to cover a large proportion of the 
specification for this unit. 
Section B contains a mixture of short-answer and extended answer questions. 
Questions on the analysis and evaluation of practical work will also be included in 
Section B. 
Section C will contain extended answer questions on contemporary contexts. This 
may contain stimulus materials on a scenario that students must read in order to 
answer the questions. It will focus on the chemistry behind the contexts and will not 
be a comprehension exercise. The longer timing of the examination reflects the style 
of the question for Section C. 
 
Unit 6: Chemistry Laboratory Skills II 
This unit contains practical assessments that cover the content of Units 4 and 5. 
There is no specific content for this unit. The practical assessments cover the areas 
of physical, organic and inorganic chemistry. The types of practicals that students 
must complete are qualitative observations, quantitative measurements and 
preparations. 
There is the opportunity for students to undertake a multi-stage experiment, which 
includes the quantitative measurement and preparation in a longer assessment. 
Studentsô laboratory skills are tested in four different ways, through a choice of 
activities and pathways. The four activities must cover the areas of physical, organic 
and inorganic chemistry. 
Pathway 1 ð as in AS but with practicals covering areas of Units 4 and 5. 
Pathway 2 ð activity a: GPC and activity b as in AS, but tasks c and d are together 
in a multi-stage experiment. 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Whilst many job opportunities specifically using chemistry require higher 
qualifications, most laboratory-based jobs benefit from a chemistry qualification, for 
instance dental assistant or veterinary assistant. Many employers view success at 
GCE Chemistry as a clear indication of sound academic ability. 

Many university courses have a significant proportion of chemistry content and a 
GCE in Chemistry from Edexcel is excellent preparation for such further study. UK 
HE institutions currently offer over 200 courses where chemistry is the primary 
subject. Often these courses can include an additional yearôs study, either in industry 
or at a university abroad. Some courses can include study in other related areas. 
Examples include: 

¶ Chemistry with Medicinal Chemistry 

¶ Chemistry with Forensic Science and Toxicology 

¶ Chemistry with Pharmacology. 

Over 500 additional courses contain a notable element of chemistry as well as 
allowing a degree of breadth of study. These include: 

¶ Chemistry and Sports Science 

¶ Chemistry and Politics 

¶ Chemistry with Computer Science. 

In addition a number of other courses either specifically require or find it desirable to 
have a GCE in Chemistry. These include courses such as Chemical Engineering, 
Medicine, Veterinary Medicine, Biological Sciences, Environmental Science, 
Pharmacy and Dentistry. 
 
Useful websites 

Royal Society of Chemistry for careers, courses and industrial placements 
http://www.rsc.org/Education/SchoolStudents/index.asp 
Course and examination information 

http://www.rsc.org/Education/SchoolStudents/index.asp
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http://www.edexcel.org.uk  
 

 
 

7.7.2 AS/A2 Environmental Studies (AQA) 

 
Background 
 
Advanced Subsidiary Level Environmental Studies is designed to be accessible to a 
wide range of candidates.  Although no prior learning or knowledge of Environmental 
Studies is necessary, the course is designed to build upon the skills set out in the 
National Curriculum Key Stage 4 Programme of Study for GCSE Science and 
Geography.  In addition students should be able to offer at least a grade B in 
Mathematics, or its equivalent. 
  
The specification provides an opportunity to study a range of environmental issues 
and the scientific principles and concepts that underpin them. Primary emphasis is 
placed upon a scientific approach to the study of the environment, so that learners 
have the necessary knowledge and understanding to develop an informed judgement 
concerning matters of actual or potential environmental conflict.  The ideas 
addressed within the AS Level course are developed further at A2 Level, so that 
together these courses provide an appropriate foundation for further study of 
Environmental Studies or related subjects in higher Education.  In addition, the 
course also addresses the spiritual, moral, ethical, social and cultural dimensions of 
environmental issues. 
 

Skills developed in the course 
Learners who successfully complete the AS Programme of Study will: 

¶ acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of the scientific 
principles and concepts which affect the environment; 

¶ develop an understanding of scientific methods appropriate to the 
study of the environment; 

¶ understand the ways in which people may manage their environment; 

¶ recognise the values and constraints by which environmental 
management may be guided; 

¶ sustain and develop their enjoyment of and interest in the 
environment. 

In addition, the A2 Level specification encourages candidates to acquire a deeper 
understanding of the connections between different aspects of Environmental 
Science. 
 

Syllabus for AS Level 
The subject specification is divided into two units: 
 
UNIT 1: The Living Environment ï this comprises of the following four sub-units; 
The conditions for life on Earth, Wildlife Conservation, Life Processes in the 
Biosphere, and Land Resources. 
 
UNIT 2: The Physical Environment - this comprises of the following three sub-units; 
The Atmosphere, The Hydrosphere, The Lithosphere. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.edexcel.org.uk/
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Assessment for AS Level 
The Scheme of Assessment has a modular structure. The AS Level award comprises 
the two following compulsory assessment units: 
 

 UNIT 
NUMBER 

ASSESSMENT 
METHOD 

LENGTH OF 
EXAMINATION  

CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
TOTAL AS LEVEL MARK 

1 EXAMINATION 
5 SHORT ANSWER 
STYLE QUESTIONS 
1 STRUCTURED 
QUESTIONS 

1 HOUR  
 

40% 

2 EXAMINATION 
8 SHORT ANSWER 
STYLE QUESTIONS 
1 STRUCTURED 
QUESTIONS 

1.5 HOURs  
 

60% 

 
All questions are compulsory and may test practical skills and techniques.  Modules 
1-2 will each contribute 50% in total to the A level mark. 

 
Syllabus for A2 Level 
 
The subject specification is divided into two units: 
 
UNIT 3: Energy Resources and Environmental Pollutionï this comprises of the 
following two sub-units; Energy and Pollution. 
 
UNIT 4:  Biological Resources and Sustainability- this comprises of the following 
five sub-units; Human Populations, Food Production Systems, Aquatic Food 
Production Systems, Forestry, and Sustainability. 
  
Assessment for A2 Level 

 
The scheme of assessment has a modular structure.  The A Level Award comprises 
the two compulsory assessment units from the AS Level plus two assessment units 
from the following A2 Scheme of Assessment.   
 

UNIT 
NUMBER 

ASSESSMENT 
 METHOD 

 LENGTH OF 
EXAMINATION  

CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE TOTAL AS 
LEVEL MARK 

3 EXAMINATION 
7 SHORT ANSWER 
STYLE QUESTIONS 
1 COMPREHENSION  
1 ESSAY (from any 3) 

1HOUR AND 
30 MINUTES 

50% 

4 EXAMINATION 
5SHORT ANSWER 
STYLE QUESTIONS 
1 DATA ANALYSIS   
1 ESSAY (from any 3) 

2 HOURs 
 

50% 

 
Modules 3-4 will each contribute 25% to the A Level Mark (50% in total). 
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What can I do at the end of my course? 

 
Environmental Studies can be studied either in conjunction with Geography and other 
Science courses or as a lone option to broaden the scope of post-16 options.  In 
either case it is envisaged that the course will interest students planning to undertake 
vocational Higher Education courses leading to careers in Environmental Health, 
Environmental Engineering, Environmental Law and Policy, Town or Country 
Planning, or Health and Safety. 
 
In fact, Environmental Studies is recognised as an entry qualification for a very 
wide range of Higher Education courses and employment. 
 
Relevant School Excursions 
The course concentrates on environmental issues in Europe. It is expected that 
students will use local environments as case studies to supplement work in the 
classroom. Year 12 students are expected to visit Meijendal and Vleitland during the 
course and participate in a field day in Meijendal during the first year. 
 

7.7.3 AS/A2 Physics (Edexcel) 

 
Background  
 
The AS qualification builds on the knowledge, understanding and process skills that 
you will have developed in GCSE Science. Students are expected to have achieved 
at least a GCSE grade B in Extension Physics or in Additional Science. It will be very 
helpful to have at least a grade B in GCSE Mathematics, as numeracy and 
mathematical skills are important in Physics. Communication is also important in 
Physics so you will need to be able to communicate effectively, to be able to 
research and critically think about problems. You will learn theory and develop 
relevant practical skills throughout the course. 
 
The A2 qualification builds on the knowledge, understanding and process skills that 
you will have developed in GCSE Science and in AS Physics. Students are expected 
to have achieved at least a Grade E in AS Physics. Completion of an AS course in 
Mathematics is desirable but not essential. 
 
Skills developed in the course 
 
The course aims for students to: 

¶ sustain and develop their enjoyment of, and interest in, physics 

¶ develop essential knowledge and understanding in physics 

¶ develop the skills needed for the use of this knowledge and 
understanding in new and changing situations where appropriate 

¶ develop an understanding of the link between theory and experiment 

¶ appreciate how physics has developed and is used in present day 
society 

¶ show how physics links with social, philosophical, economic , industrial 
and environmental matters 

¶ recognise the quantitative nature of physics 

¶ understand how mathematical expressions relate to physical principles 

¶ bring together knowledge of ways in which different areas of physics 
relate to each other and study how scientific models develop. 

 
Syllabus for AS Level 
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Unit 1: Physics on the go - This unit involves the study of mechanics (rectilinear 
motion, forces, energy and power) and materials (flow of liquids, viscosity, Stokesô 
Law, properties of materials, Youngôsô modulus and elastic strain energy).  
Applications that use these concepts include sports, the production of sweets and 
biscuits, and spare-part surgery 
 
 
Unit 2: Electricity and Thermal Physics  - This unit involves the study of waves 
(including refraction, polarization, diffraction and standing waves), electricity (current 
and resistance, Ohmôs Law and non-ohmic materials, potential dividers, emf and 
internal resistance of cells, and negative temperature co-efficient thermistors) and the 
wave/particle nature of light.  The physics content of this unit is related to applications 
that include medical physics, music, technology in space and solar cells. 
 

 
Unit 3: Exploring Physics - This unit involves assessment of the students 
understanding of how experiments are conducted and the methods of analysing and 
evaluating the evidence that supports experimental conclusions. You will use the 
skills that you have gained while studying the AS to plan an experiment, analyse the 
data and produce conclusions. 
 
Assessment for AS Level 
 
The examinations will normally take place in late May/early June (Components 1, 2 & 
3).  The papers will contain objective questions, short questions and longer 
questions.  
 

Unit 
No.  

Assessed by:  Duration 
Contribution to the 
total AS mark 

Contribution to 
total GCE mark 

1 Unit Test 1 h 30 mins 40% 20% 

2 Unit Test 1 h 30 mins 40% 20% 

3 
Alternative to 
internal 
assessment 

 1h 20 mins 20% 10% 

 
Syllabus for A2 Level 
 
The full A Level qualification is made up of the AS units plus three more A2 units 
which are studied at a higher level.  
 
Unit 4: Physics on the Move  - This unit develops the study of mechanics begun in 
AS to include further mechanics (momentum and circular motion), the unit also 
involves the study of electric and magnetic fields, and particle physics.  The physics 
content of this unit is related to applications that include transport, communications 
and display techniques. It is also related to exciting, current research in the field of 
particle physics.  
 

Unit 5: Physics from Creation to Collapse ï This unit involves the study of 

thermal energy, nuclear decay, oscillations, astrophysics and cosmology.  The 
physics content of this unit is related to applications that include the construction of 
buildings in earthquake zones and a detailed exploration of astrophysics and 
cosmology. 
 
Unit 6: Experimental Physics ï This unit involves planning an experiment and 
analysing experimental results.  The unit is assessed with an alternative to practical 
exam.  Students are prepared for this through normal practical work that carried out 
as a support to the material in all of the units. 
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While studying these units (at both AS and A2 levels) you will develop practical skills 
that include planning experiments, collecting data, analysing experimental results 
and making conclusions. You will also gain an appreciation of how scientific models 
are developed and evolve, the applications and implications of science, the benefits 
and risks that science brings, and the ways in which society uses science to make 
decisions.  

 
Assessment for A2 Level 
 
Marks for Units 1 to 3 will normally be brought forward from Year 12 and count for 
50%.  The A2 examinations will normally take place in late May / early June 
(Components 4, 5 & 6Unit Test).   
 

 

 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 
Physics leads on to a wide range of courses and careers. You could go on to use 
Physics to support other qualifications or progress onto further studies or 
employment. This could be: 
 

¶ from a Higher National programme (HNC & HND) to degree level; 

¶ courses ranging from Physics, the Sciences and Medicine to 
Engineering; 

¶ Chemical Engineering and related programmes; 

¶ employment in the area of radiography, and biotechnology  
 
In fact, Physics is recognised as an entry qualification for a very wide range of Higher 
Education courses and employment. 
 
For a very comprehensive picture of careers available to students of Physics visit the 
following web sites: 
 
The Institute of Physics (UK) www.iop.org 
The American Institute of Physics www.aip.org 

 
 

7.8 Technology Faculty 
 

7.8.1 Design and Technology: (AQA) Product Design 

 
Background  
This new Product Design specification has been designed to encourage candidates 
to take a broad view of design and technology, to develop their capacity to design 
and make products and to appreciate the complex relations between design, 
materials, manufacture and marketing. 
3D Product Design is intended to reflect the wide-ranging activities of professional 
designers and covers a wide range of materials. Written papers will be restricted to 

Unit 
No.  

Assessed by:  Duration 
Contribution to the 
total A2 mark 

Contribution to 
total GCE mark 

4 Unit Test 1 h 35 mins 40% 20% 

5 Unit Test 1 h 35 mins 40% 20% 

6 
Alternative to 
internal 
assessment 

1 h 20 mins 20% 10% 

http://www.iop.org/
http://www.aip.org/
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testing the core content, but other materials such as ceramics and textiles and other 
areas such as electronics and mechanisms can be incorporated to produce exciting 
coursework. 
 
Graphics are an integral part of any Design and Technology work. In any Design & 
Technology course it is important that candidates can communicate their thinking 
clearly and represent their ideas graphically. This section can however be expanded 
to provide opportunities for more graphically focused coursework although It must be 
noted that all project work requires three dimensional outcomes. 
 
The specification provides candidates with the opportunity to design and make a 
product (or, in the case of AS, a number of smaller products) in both years of the 
course. 
 
It is helpful but not necessary for candidates to have studied GCSE Design & 
Technology before commencing work on this specification and no prior knowledge of 
design and technology is required for candidates to undertake a course of study 
based on this specification. Students who have taken GCSE should have obtained at 
least a grade B. 
 
Year 12 AS Unit 1: Materials, Components and Application 
Written Paper 2 hours                        50% of the total AS marks 
25% of the total A Level marks 
This paper is based primarily on Materials and Components. 

¶ Consisting of three sections  

¶ Section 1 contains compulsory limited response questions  

¶ Section 2 offers a choice of one question from two  

¶ Section 3 contains one compulsory question  
 
Year 12 AS Unit 2: Learning Through Designing and Making 
Coursework                                        50% of the total AS marks 
25% of the total A Level marks 

¶ Written (or electronic) design portfolio  

¶ Manufactured outcome(s)  

¶ Coursework may take a number of forms; a single design and-make 
project, two smaller projects and/or a portfolio of work  

 
Year 13 A2 Unit 3: Design and Manufacture 
Written paper 2 hours                         25% of the total A Level marks 
This paper is based primarily on Design and Manufacture. 

¶ Consisting of two sections (with three questions in each section) with a 
choice of three questions from six.  

¶ Candidates are required to answer one question from each section 
and also a final question from either section.  

¶ This written paper will include sufficient synoptic assessment to test 
the candidatesô understanding of the connections between the 
different elements of the subject and their holistic understanding of the 
subject.  

 
Year 13 A2 Unit 4: Design and Making Practice 
Coursework                                        25% of the total A Level marks 

¶ Written (or electronic) design folder  

¶ Manufactured outcome  

¶ Candidates submit evidence of a single, substantial designing and 
making activity  
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What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 
This could lead to careers in the following fields; 

 

¶ Product Designer  

¶ Industrial Designer  

¶ Quality Assurance  

¶ Engineering (Mechanical, Civil, Structural etc)  

¶ Architecture  

¶ Computer Aided Designer  

¶ Computer Aided Manufacturing  

¶ Robotics  

¶ Sustainable technologies  

¶ Model maker  

¶ Teaching  

¶ Entrepreneur/Inventor  

¶ Graphic Designer  

¶ Naval Architecture  

¶ Furniture Designer  
 

Design Technology is recognised as an entry qualification for a very wide range of 
Higher Education courses and employment worldwide. 
 

7.8.2  AS/A2 Design and Technology:  
                   Food Technology (AQA) - 2540 
 
Background  
It would be beneficial for any student undertaking the AS course in Food Technology 
to have a GCSE (Grade B or above) in either Home Economics - Food or Food 
Technology.   
 
A sound understanding of nutrition and well-developed practical skills would also be 
beneficial. 
 
In order to undertake Design and Technology ï Food, A2 students must have 
followed the Design and Technology- Food AS course. 
 
Skills developed in the course 
At AS, students will have the opportunity to study nutrition and design and making in 
the human context. Knowledge of food science and of a wide range of materials and 
components used in the making of food products will be developed. Students will be 
given the opportunity to develop and solve a problem relating to food design and 
making. They will gain an understanding of industrial practice and commercial 
practices within the area of Food. The course aims to equip students with a useful 
range of relevant and transferable skills to include knowledge and understanding, 
application, investigation, evaluation and expression.  There are many opportunities 
throughout the course for students to enhance their practical skills.  
 
Syllabus for AS Level 
 
Unit 1  
The following topics are covered in Unit 1  

¶ Macro and micro nutrients, measurement of energy and the 
importance of adequate water intake  

¶ Dietary planning, BMI and health and health promotion  

¶ the relationship between diet and health  
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¶ Social factors; the family, family patterns, family lifecycle, changes in 
family composition, culture, economics and work  

¶ Dietary needs of individuals at different lifestages, special diets and 
lifestyles  

¶ Food additives  

¶ Environmental factors influencing food choices; organic food and 
sources of energy  

¶ Mass media; advertising, television, magazines and the press  

¶ Issues affecting the design of new food products  

¶ Food safety and hygiene, food labelling and nutritional information  

¶ Health and Safety.  
 
Unit 2 
Coursework 
The coursework is based on the theme of ñlearning through designing and makingò. 
This can take the form of a full design and make activity or a series of activities which 
form a portfolio but meet all the assessment criteria 
 
Assessment for AS Level 
 
The scheme of assessment has a modular structure.  The Advanced Subsidiary (AS) 
award comprises of the following two compulsory assessment units. 

 
Unit 1: Written paper ï 2 hours (50 % of the total AS) 
This paper is based primarily on the topics above. 
Consisting of three sections: 

¶ Section 1 contains compulsory limited response questions  

¶ Section 2 offers a choice of one question from two  

¶ Section 3 contains one compulsory question.  
 

Unit 2: Coursework 
The coursework is either a full design and make activity or a series of activities which 
form a portfolio of work. (50% of the total AS) 
 
Syllabus for A2 Level 
 
Unit 3 
The following topics are covered in unit 3 
 
Topic list 

¶ The physical and chemical structures of the macro nutrients  

¶ Working characteristics in relation to the physical and sensory 
attributes of the food  

¶ The nutritional composition of food  

¶ Manipulating and combining food materials and components and the 
application of this in food processing and product development  

¶ The beneficial and detrimental effect of micro-organisms and enzymes  

¶ Issues affecting the design of new products  

¶ Design in practice  

¶ Preservation methods and extending shelf-life; quality assurance and 
quality control  

¶ Legislation  

¶ Systems and control.  
 
Unit 4  
 
Coursework 
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The coursework involves identifying a problem and investigating the issue and then 
developing a new and exciting marketable product. Students submit a design folder 
of their work (25% of the total Advanced level) 

 
Assessment for A2 Level 
The scheme of assessment has a modular structure.  The Advanced level comprises 
of the following two compulsory assessment units. 
 
The scheme of assessment has a modular structure.   
 
Unit 3 
There is a two hour written examination paper based on the topics covered in Unit 3. 
There are two sections to the paper 
Section1 ïDesign in a Human Context, including materials and components. 
Section 2- Processes and manufacture including materials and components   
 
Unit 4:  
The theme of the coursework at A2 is Designing and Making in practice. Candidates 
identify a problem and investigate the issue and then develop a new and exciting 
marketable product. 
Industrial practice has to be considered at each stage of the work. 
Students will be involved in investigations and developing a final outcome. A design 
folder 

 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 
Food Science degree - Food Technologist / Home Economist, Teaching, Dietician. 
 
In fact, Design and Technology: Food is recognised as an entry qualification for a 
very wide range of Higher Education courses and employment. 
 

 

7.8.3 AS/A2 Applied Information & Communications 
Technology (ICT) - AQA 

 
Background 
A new suite of GCE Advanced Level (AS/A2) specifications has been developed to 
carry forward and enhance the vocational emphasis and concept of portfolio work.  
 
The new focus is to introduce a two-stage learning and assessment programme 
(AS/A2) the first of which (AS) can be separately certificated. 
 
They are ideal qualifications for those students who want a broad background in 
Information and Communication Technology and the course of study prescribed by 
this specification can reasonably be undertaken by candidates entering this 
vocational area for the first time. 

 
Skills developed in the course 

 
The specification will aim to develop: 

 

¶ an understanding of the impact of information and 

¶ communication technology on society and organisations 

¶ an awareness of the economic, social and ethical implications 

¶ of the use of information and communication technology 

¶ the ability to analyse critically the use of information 
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¶ technology systems 

¶ the ability to work independently 
 
 
Syllabus and Assessment  

AS outline 

At AS, the two units are complementary and are concerned with applying ICT 
to solve problems and the study of the opportunities for and affects of using 
ICT in the world today. Candidates will have the opportunity to put into 
practice a wide range of software and hardware to create solutions to solve 
problems. 

Unit 1: Practical problem solving in the Digital World 

Unit 2: Living in the digital World 

Written Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes 
Weighting:     50% of total AS marks 

          25% of total A Level marks 

A2 outline 

At A2, students will study the concepts associated with the use of ICT in the 
21st century. They will also have opportunities for acquiring skills needed in 
the IT profession such as co-operative working and project management. 
These practical skills can be developed in areas of ICT that are of interest to 
them. Students can also use these newly acquired skills as a springboard into 
other qualifications and working environments. 

Unit 3: The use of ICT in the Digital World 
 
Written Paper: 

 
 
2 hours 

Weighting: 60% of total A2 marks 
 30% of total A Level marks  

 
Unit 4: Coursework: practical issues in the use of ICT in the Digital World 
 
Weighting: 40% of total A2 marks 

 20% of total A Level marks 
 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

 
The qualification allows for a number of progression routes: 

 
¶ Higher Education: the Advanced awards provide a sound basis for 

progression to a range of HE courses e.g. Information and 
Communication Technology, Information Technology, Business 
Systems, Management Information Systems, Multimedia. 

¶ Employment: the specification aims to maintain and support the 
recognised standards demanded for information and communication 
technology, education and training in order to meet the requirements 
of various information and communication technology sectors. 



 

67 

 

8 THE IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME in Years 12 & 13 
 

8.1 Outline of the IB Programme 

 
The IB programme is a two-year programme with final examinations in May of 
Year 13 
 
The Curriculum 
  
The Diploma hexagon shows the curriculum, with the six areas of knowledge 
surrounding the core subjects: 
  

¶ IB Diploma students are required to study six subjects (one taken 
from each of the groups).  

¶ Of the six subjects, at least three must be taken at Higher Level (HL) 
courses representing 240 teaching hours 

¶ and three at Standard Level (SL), courses representing 150 teaching 
hours  

 

 

All three parts of the coreð the extended essay, theory of knowledge and creativity, 
action, service (CAS)ðare compulsory and are central to the philosophy of the 
Diploma Programme. 
 

8.1.1 Extended Essay 

¶ The extended essay has a prescribed limit of 4,000 words. It offers the 
opportunity to investigate a topic of individual interest, and acquaints 
students with the independent research and writing skills expected at 
university. Students will be able to discuss possible topics with their 
subject teachers and the IB coordinator before making a decision in 
the Spring of Year 12.  
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8.1.2 Theory of Knowledge (TOK) 
¶ The interdisciplinary TOK course is designed to provide coherence by 

exploring the nature of knowledge across disciplines, encouraging an 
appreciation of other cultural perspectives. This will be timetabled for 
all IB students for 2 hours a week for 4 terms.   

 

The Theory of Knowledge (TOK) requirement is central to the educational philosophy 
of the Diploma Programme. 
It offers students and their teachers the opportunity to: 

¶ reflect critically on diverse ways of knowing and on areas of 
knowledge  

¶ consider the role and nature of knowledge in their own culture, in the 
cultures of others and in the wider world.  

 
In addition, it prompts students to: 

¶ be aware of themselves as thinkers, encouraging them to become 
more acquainted with the complexity of knowledge  

¶ recognise the need to act responsibly in an increasingly 
interconnected but uncertain world.  

 
As a thoughtful and purposeful inquiry into different ways of knowing, and into 
different kinds of knowledge, TOK is composed almost entirely of questions. The 
most central of these is ñHow do we know?ò 
 
It is a stated aim of TOK that students should become aware of the interpretative 
nature of knowledge, including personal ideological biases, regardless of whether, 
ultimately, these biases are retained, revised or rejected. 
TOK also has an important role to play in providing coherence for the student as it 
transcends and links academic subject areas, thus demonstrating the ways in which 
they can apply their knowledge with greater awareness and credibility. 
 

8.1.3 Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) 

¶ Participation in the schoolôs CAS programme encourages students to 
be involved in artistic pursuits, sports and community service work, 
thus fostering studentsô awareness and appreciation of life outside the 
academic arena. CAS will be guided by the CAS coordinator but 
students will take responsibility for the content of their individual 
programme.  

¶ Creativity is interpreted broadly to include a wide range of arts 
activities as well as the creativity students demonstrate in designing 
and implementing service projects. 

¶ Action can include not only participation in individual and team sports 
but also taking part in expeditions and in local or international projects. 

¶ Service encompasses a host of community and social service 
activities. Some examples include helping children with special needs, 
visiting hospitals and working with refugees or homeless people. 

¶ A system of self-evaluation encourages students to reflect on the 
benefits of CAS participation to themselves and to others, and to 
evaluate the understanding and insights acquired. 

 

8.1.4  Learner Profile 

 
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, 
recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to 
create a better and more peaceful world. 
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IB learners strive to be: 
 
Inquirers They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to 
conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively 
enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives. 
 
Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global 
significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop 
understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines. 
 
Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to 
recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions. 
 
Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently 
and creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of 
communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others. 
 
Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, 
justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They 
take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them. 
 
Open-minded They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal 
histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals 
and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points 
of view, and are willing to grow from the experience. 
 
Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and 
feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a 
positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment. 
 
Risk-takers They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and 
forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and 
strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs. 
 
Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional 
balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.  
 
Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. 
They are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to 
support their learning and personal development. 
The IB learner profile 
 

8.2 Teaching Time 
 
An IB student in Year 12 will be expected to: 

¶ study 3 HL subjects & 3 SL subjects 

¶ to follow the TOK lessons  

¶ to follow the guided CAS programme 

¶ to plan and start investigating a topic for the extended essay 

¶ to undertake a General Studies programme which will include Careers 
Guidance, the opportunity to take part in The Hague International 
Model United Nations (THIMUN) in the January of Year 12 and health 
education. Sections of the General Studies programme will be taught 
through the TOK lessons. 

¶ to attend one and a half hours of sport a week 

 
An IB student in Year 13 will be expected to: 
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¶ continue the study of 3 HL & 3 SL subjects. 

¶ complete the requirements of the TOK course & CAS programme. 

¶ complete the Extended Essay by November of Year 13. 

 
The teaching week consists of 27.5 hours:  

¶ for a Year 12 student a weekly timetable would include: 
 

 3 HL subjects @ 4 hours per subject  12 hours 
 3 SL subjects @ 2.5 hours per subject  7.5 hours 
 TOK / General Studies    2.5 hours  
 Sport       1.5 hours 
 Private Study Time        4 hours 

 

¶ for a Year 13 student a weekly timetable would include: 
 

3 HL & 3 SL subjects    19.5 hours 
TOK until end of the Autumn term   2 hours 
Sport       1.5 hours 
Private Study Time             4.5 hours until Christmas 
               6.5 hours from January 

 
And in addition for both Year 12 & 13 students: 
Tutorial Time      up to 1.25 hours 
(including attendance at assemblies) 
 

 

8.3 General Studies in the IB Programme 
 
For IB students some of the elements of the General Studies programme will be 
incorporated into the TOK programme and the 6th form assemblies. In Year 12 
students will have an allowance of half an hour a week to follow the sections that are 
not covered within the rest of the IB programme. 

 

¶ Careers guidance 

¶ Health education 
 
Please earlier section on General Studies ( 3.4) for further details 

 

8.4 How are students assessed and monitored?  
 
At the end of the two-year programme, students are assessed both internally and 
externally in ways that measure individual performance against stated objectives for 
each subject. 
  
Internal assessment  
 
In nearly all subjects at least some of the assessment is carried out internally by 
teachers, who mark individual pieces of work produced as part of a course of study. 
Examples include oral exercises in language subjects, projects, student portfolios, 
class presentations, practical laboratory work, mathematical investigations and 
artistic performances. 
 
 External assessment  

¶ Some assessment tasks are conducted and overseen by teachers 
without the restrictions of examination conditions, but are then marked 
externally by examiners. Examples include world literature 
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assignments for language A1, written tasks for language A2, essays 
for theory of knowledge and extended essays. 

¶ Because of the greater degree of objectivity and reliability provided by 
the standard examination environment, externally marked 
examinations form the greatest share of the assessment for each 
subject. 

¶ Students are awarded a grade from 1 to 7 for each of their academic 
subjects. 

 
Details of the type of assessment can be seen in each of the course descriptions in 
this booklet. Throughout the course students will be tested regularly in order to 
monitor progress and identify areas of weakness that may need extra attention. The 
team of IB teachers will meet once a month throughout the programme to monitor 
each individual studentôs progress across the programme. 
 
 

9 The choice of IB subjects 
 

In the next few pages, departments have outlined the content of the courses on offer 
in the IB Programme, along with details of how the course is examined and what they 
might lead to in the future. Take the time to read these carefully, ask staff in the 
relevant departments for more information if you are unsure and visit the Year 11 
transfer evening on Thursday 10th January, 2008 to pick up more information. Mrs 
van de Pol, the Director of IB, and other colleagues will be available to support and 
guide you in putting your package together. 
 

9.1 Subjects available at IB:  
 
All subjects are available at Higher & Standard level unless specified. 
 
 

9.2 Group 1  
 

9.2.1 English A1 Higher and Standard level 
 
Background  

 
For the English A1 course (both levels), students are usually expected to have 
gained at least a grade B in GCSE English and either English Literature or Drama  
Students coming from different systems of education will be expected to demonstrate 
a level of proficiency in English deemed as equivalent to GCSE by the school, and to 
show evidence of having studied set texts in depth.  Students studying English A1 
will be expected to be keen independent readers.       
 
Skills developed in the course 
 
The focus of this course is to allow candidates to study up to fifteen works of 
literature in English, varied by place, period, genre, style and context; these works of 
literature include five works which were originally not written in English. These works 
of literature are to be regarded as works of art, and their writers, as craftsmen and 
craftswomen. The intention is to tailor the works chosen to particular needs and 
interests of candidates. All the works studied offer opportunities to enrich candidatesô 
international awareness and help them develop attitudes of tolerance, empathy and 
respect for different perspectives. The World Literature works in particular will help to 
broaden candidatesô perspective on cultures and languages other than their own.  
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The aim is to help candidates to a personal appreciation and enjoyment of literature; 
students will engage in independent literary criticism. Candidates will be introduced 
to ways of approaching and analysing literature which will help them to make 
connections and articulate relationships between different literary works. Through 
close and detailed study of these texts and the techniques their writers have used, 
candidates will also develop and practise their powers of expression, both written and 
oral; they will learn to structure their ideas and arguments in a logical, sustained and 
persuasive way. 

 
IB syllabus HL & SL 
 
The A1 English course is based on the study of literature texts including prose, 
poetry and drama from past to present.  The texts are a combination of English and 
World Literature which has been translated into English.  The course is based upon 
the study of four units over two years, in which 15 texts are studied at Higher Level 
and 11 at Standard Level.  Students will be expected to read these predominately in 
their own time so that lessons can be devoted to analysis, discussion and debate. 
 
The units covered include:  
 

¶ Part 1: World Literature 

¶ Part 2: a detailed study of chosen texts from a group linked by genre 

¶ Part 3: study of a group of works  

¶ Part 4: a detailed study of a particular genre.  

 
Assessment for HL & SL 
 
Internal assessment: 30%.  
This is comprised of two compulsory oral assessments, each worth 15%:   
 

¶ One presentation based on a chosen text from Part 4  

¶ An individual oral commentary based on one text chosen from Part 2.  
 
External assessment: 70%.   
This is comprised of external examinations and coursework: 
 

¶ For Higher Level, two written coursework assignments (10% each).  

¶ For Standard Level, one written coursework assignment (20%). 

¶ Two written papers in examination conditions. The examination tasks 
are a written commentary on an unseen text and an essay (25% 
each).  

 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course?  
 
English Literature can be studied as a single subject in higher education or can be 
combined with a wide variety of other subjects. It forms a good basis for study in any 
arts-based subject in combination with, for example, History, Media Studies, 
Philosophy, Law, Politics and languages.  

 
 
Relevant school excursions 
  
The English and Drama Faculty organise regular visits to the theatre and to hear 
writers speak at festivals such as óCrossing Borders.ô  
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9.2.2 IB Dutch A1 Higher & Standard level 
 
Background  
The course is intended for native speakers of Dutch. Students are therefore expected 
to feel at ease with using Dutch in their day to day lives. Before selecting this 
course please check if it is suitable for you with the Head of the Dutch 
department. Students studying Dutch A1 will be expected to be keen independent 
readers.       
 
Skills developed in the course 
 
The focus of this course is to allow candidates to study fifteen works of literature in 
Dutch, varied by place, period, genre, style and context; these works of literature 
include five works which were originally not written in Dutch. These works of literature 
are to be regarded as works of art, and their writers, as craftsmen and craftswomen. 
The intention is to tailor the works chosen to particular needs and interests of 
candidates. All the works studied offer opportunities to enrich candidatesô 
international awareness and help them develop attitudes of tolerance, empathy and 
respect for different perspectives. The World Literature works in particular will help to 
broaden candidatesô perspective on cultures and languages other than their own.  
The aim is to help candidates to a personal appreciation and enjoyment of literature; 
students will engage in independent literary criticism. Candidates will be introduced 
to ways of approaching and analysing literature which will help them to make 
connections and articulate relationships between different literary works. Through 
close and detailed study of these texts and the techniques their writers have used, 
candidates will also develop and practise their powers of expression, both written and 
oral; they will learn to structure their ideas and arguments in a logical, sustained and 
persuasive way. 

 
IB syllabus HL & SL 
 
The A1 Dutch course is based on the study of literature texts including prose, poetry 
and drama from past to present.  The texts are a combination of Dutch and World 
Literature which has been translated into Dutch.  The course is based upon the study 
of four units over two years, in which 15 texts are studied at Higher Level and 11 at 
Standard Level.  Students will be expected to read these predominately in their own 
time so that lessons can be devoted to analysis, discussion and debate. 
 
The units covered include:  
 

¶ Part 1: World Literature 

¶ Part 2: a detailed study of chosen texts from a group linked by genre 

¶ Part 3: study of a group of works  

¶ Part 4: a detailed study of a particular genre.  

 
Assessment for HL & SL 
 
Internal assessment: 30%.  
This is comprised of two compulsory oral assessments, each worth 15%:   
 

¶ One presentation based on a chosen text from Part 4  

¶ An individual oral commentary based on one text chosen from Part 2.  
 

¶ External assessment: 70%.   

¶ This is comprised of external examinations and coursework: 
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¶ For Higher Level, two written coursework assignments (10% each).  

¶ For Standard Level, one written coursework assignment (20%). 

¶ Two written papers in examination conditions. The examination tasks 
are a written commentary on an unseen text and an essay (25% 
each).  

 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course?  
 
Dutch literature can be studied as a single subject in higher education or can be 
combined with a wide variety of other subjects. It forms a good basis for study in any 
arts-based subject in combination with, for example, History, Media Studies, 
Philosophy, Law, Politics and languages.  

 
Relevant school excursions 
  
The Modern Foreign Languages Faculty organise regular visits and as Dutch is the 
language of the country in which you are studying there are no special residential 
excursions. However, there may be visits to the cinema, theatre or other cultural 
events (in the past some BSN students have been invited to the State Opening of 
Parliament in September!). You are strongly advised if you enrol on this course to 
join some kind of Dutch speaking club (sport, arts or similar) in the local community. 
 

 

9.3 Group 2  Second Language: 
 
 

9.3.1 Dutch A2 Higher and Standard Level 
 
Background 
This course is intended for students who have a near-native level of ability in 
Dutch. Students are therefore expected to feel at ease with using Dutch in their day 
to day lives. Before selecting this course please check if it is suitable for you with a 
member of the Dutch department. 
 
Skills developed in the course 
 
The purpose of this course is to refine and reinforce the Dutch language skills of 
students who enter the course as highly competent users of Dutch.  It is also to 
increase their awareness how ideas from various cultures are presented, through the 
study of texts written in Dutch.  Studentsô language skills will be improved through the 
study of a wide range of texts, including literary, non-literary, spoken and written, and 
the completion of tasks which are designed to improve the students proficiency in 
reading, writing, speaking and listening.   
 
Students will study techniques used in óliterary languageô as well as those used in 
transactional texts, such as reports and adverts.  As well as looking at how meaning 
is constructed within texts, students will explore the cultural characteristics of texts 
and how these reflect the perspective of the culture that the text comes from.   
 
Students will be asked to respond to material from the course by completing a wide 
range of tasks.  These will help the students to become highly skilled users of Dutch 
in a wide range of situations and enable them to use Dutch as an effective tool for 
further study 
 
IB Syllabus HL & SL 
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1) Cultural Unit: Language and Culture.  This will be based around 
the study of three topics such as the history of the language, 
identity and allegiance and linguistic imperialism.  

 
2) Cultural Unit: Media and Culture.  This unit will focus on how the 

media manipulates language to present a particular perspectives 
on current  affairs and issues.   

 
3) Literature unit.   This unit will be a study of three texts related by 

theme.  
 

4) Literature unit.   This unit will be a study of three texts related by 
theme.  

 
 
Assessment for HL & SL  
 
Assessment will be conducted both externally (70%) and in externally (30%) for both 
HL and SL.   
 
The external assessment is as follows: 
 
Two written papers (25% per paper, 2 hours each for HL and 1hr 30 minutes for SL) 

¶ Paper 1, a comparative commentary based on one unseen text, taken from a 
choice of two, and linked by theme  

¶ Paper 2, one essay chosen from 10 questions across the themes.  Two 
written tasks (20%) are undertaken, one based on a literary option, the 
second based on a cultural option.  The combined word limit for both tasks is 
1500 words. 

 
The internal assessment consists of two oral activities (30%) for HL and SL, 
assessed by the teacher and moderated by the IBO: 
The individual oral (15%) based on an extract from the cultural or literary option.  The 
interactive oral activity (15%) based on a literary or cultural option and was not the 
focus of the individual oral. 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 
Proficiency in at least one or two foreign languages is helpful for success in the 
following career paths: law, European and company law, banking, insurance, 
Diplomatic Service, Civil Service, Armed Forces, police (Interpol), science, research, 
publishing, journalism, public relations, accountancy, management, personnel, 
leisure and travel sectors, librarianship, teaching, interpreting and translating. 
Languages can help to support your application to any profession. 
 
Excursions and visits 
As Dutch is the language of the country in which you are studying there are no 
special residential excursions. However, there may be visits to the cinema, theatre or 
other cultural events (in the past some BSN students have been invited to the State 
Opening of Parliament in September). You are strongly advised if you enrol on this 
course to join some kind of Dutch speaking club (sport, arts or similar) in the local 
community. 
 

 

9.3.2 Language B: 
 

Dutch, English, French, German and Spanish HL & SL 
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Background  
 

These subjects require previous study of the subject. The normal requirement for 
entry to the course is a B at GCSE or its equivalent in other systems. In English 
candidates may present qualifications obtained at the BSN as part of their EAL 
studies. If you do not have one of the qualifications but would still like to enrol on the 
course because, for example, you have lived abroad please consult the relevant 
Head of Department. 
 
Skills developed in the course 

 
The subjects will develop studentsô skills in Listening, Reading, Writing and 
Speaking. Students will develop the skill of listening to the language when spoken at 
near native speed and will encounter a wide variety of texts written in many different 
styles and registers. In their speaking students will learn how to participate in debates 
in class and also to make presentations using the spoken language. There will 
normally also be an opportunity to work with native speakers of the language during 
the course to develop these skills. Students will learn how to write in a variety of 
styles including shorter messages and longer narrative texts. 
 

IB syllabus HL & SL  

 
The syllabuses for both Higher and Standard Level are content free and cover all four 
skill areas. Candidates will cover a range of topic areas of geographical, historical, 
political and cultural interest. A list of these topics might include:  
 
House and Home ï problems of the homeless 
Family 
Transport and Travel  
Sport and free time activities 
School and education 
The world of work 
Health and diet 
Environmental issues 
Technology  
Refugees and society 
International co-operation 
Contemporary themes from outside Europe 
 

Assessment for HL & SL  
30% of the course mark is based on internal assessment. Half of this mark is 
obtained from oral work activities undertaken during the course in class. The other 
half comes from a recorded assessment based on a topic of the student's own 
chosing and some general conversation. The recording is made in the March of Year 
13. The internal assessment is the same at both Higher and Standard level although 
the mark scheme at Higher level is stricter. 
 
70% of the mark comes from the final examination which consists of two papers. 
Paper 1 is a Reading and Writing paper that last 2.5 hours and contains a number of 
reading exercises and a short piece of writing of about 100 words. At Standard level 
this piece of writing is not assessed for accuarcy only for content. The second paper 
is an essay paper. This paper is 1.5 hours long. Students write one 400 word essay 
at Higher level and one 250 word essay at Standard level. 
 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course?  
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Proficiency in at least one or two foreign languages is helpful for success in the 
following career paths: law, European and company law, banking, insurance, 
Diplomatic Service, Civil Service, Armed Forces, police (Interpol), science, research, 
publishing, journalism, public relations, accountancy, management, personnel, 
leisure and travel sectors, librarianship, teaching, interpreting and translating. 
Languages can help to support your application to any profession. 
 

Relevant school excursions  
 
We offer the following Field Courses to Y12 or Y13 students. It is highly 
recommended that you attend, as this will help you to prepare elements of the exam 
(especially the oral) 
 

¶ German ï 6 day Field Trip to Germany or a German speaking country 
costing approx 550 Euros 

¶ Spanish ï 6 day Field Trip to Spain (various locations) costing approx 
550 Euros 

¶ French ï 5 or 6 day Field Trip to Provence costing approx 650 Euros. 
 
(All of these costs exclude Lunch and Evening Meal unless otherwise stated) 
 

Italian (ab initio) Standard Level only 
Background 
The ab-initio course in Italian is designed for those students who have had a very 
limited or no previous contact with the language. There is therefore no formal entry 
requirement to the course, although a GCSE at grade C or above in another 
language will undoubtedly be a benefit to students proposing to follow this course. 
Having followed a short course in Italian would obviously also be an advantage. 
 
Skills developed in the course 
The course aims to develop the studentsô skills in Listening, Reading, Writing and 
Speaking. Students will be able to understand spoken pieces of Italian when spoken 
at a reasonable pace and will also be able to understand written texts in a variety of 
practical styles. In their writing the will be able to produce short pieces of written 
work. They will undertake a variety of oral activities in class some of which will count 
towards the oral examination mark. 
 
IB Syllabus 
There are a number of topics that can be covered as part of the course. The core 
activities are: 
 
Å the individual 
Å education and work 
Å town and services 
Å food and drink 
Å leisure and travel 
Å the environment 
Å health and emergencies 
 
Assessment at Standard Level 
30% of the course mark is based on internal assessment. Half of this mark is 
obtained from oral work activities undertaken during the course in class. The other 
half comes from a recorded assessment based on a topic of the student's own 
chosing and some general conversation. The recording is made in the March of Year 
13. 
 
70% of the mark comes from two examination papers. The reading paper is worth 
40% of the final mark and involves four reading comprehensions with a short written 
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response to the final text. The writing paper is worth 30% and comprises two tasks: a 
short writing task of about 50 words and a longer one of about 140 words. 
 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course?  

 
Proficiency in at least one or two foreign languages is helpful for success in the 
following career paths: law, European and company law, banking, insurance, 
Diplomatic Service, Civil Service, Armed Forces, police (Interpol), science, research, 
publishing, journalism, public relations, accountancy, management, personnel, 
leisure and travel sectors, librarianship, teaching, interpreting and translating. 
Languages can help to support your application to any profession. 
 

 

9.4 Group 3: Individuals & Societies: 
 

9.4.1 Economics Higher & Standard level 
 
Background 

 
With the introduction of the IB, we have the opportunity to offer our students the 
additional possibility of studying Economics for the IB examinations at Standard or 
Higher level. For students starting the course no prior knowledge of the subject is 
assumed and Economics combines well with many other subjects including Modern 
Foreign languages, the Physical Sciences and, of course, Mathematics. 
 
When we listen to the daily news bulletins, or lift a quality newspaper, business and 
economic issues are always prominent. If these issues interest you then Economics 
is an option you should well consider. The mathematical content of the course is not 
difficult. Students starting the course at either level though should have passed 
Mathematics at GCSE with grade B as a minimum. I would point out that many 
universities either require, or strongly prefer, students wishing to study Economics to 
have studied Mathematics Higher Level. 

 
Skills developed in the course 

 
By the end of the course students should be able: 
 

¶ To understand and apply essential terminology 

¶ To present economic arguments in a clear and logical manner 

¶ To understand and interpret economic data and information 

¶ To appreciate the diverse nature of world economics 

¶ To acknowledge the role of economic institutions in domestic and 
international settings 

¶ To perceive that economic variables are interrelated and predict possible 
consequences arising from changing variables 

¶ To apply economic theory to diverse global events in order to analyse and 
evaluate possible outcomes. 

 
Throughout the course students will acquire the skills necessary to explain, analyse 
and evaluate current issues. There is a great satisfaction in being able to understand 
more fully the fast moving events in the real world around us. With many years of 
teaching experience I know how valuable and practical a sound knowledge of 
economic theory is.  
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Economists are trying to develop answers to current issues such as 

¶ Is road pricing the best way to deal with the problem of traffic congestion in a 
city? 

¶ Why has the Chinese economy performed so well over the last few years- are 
there any downsides to the countryôs impressive economic growth? 

¶ What are the most appropriate policies strategies to help reduce poverty and 
improve living standards in developing countries? 

¶ What are the problems facing Eastern European countries as they join the 
European Union? 

¶ Does a powerful company like Microsoft serve consumersô interests - should it 
be broken up? 

 
IB syllabus HL & SL 
There are five core topics at Higher and Standard Level. 
 
Part 1   Introduction to Economics 
Introduction to the basic terminology, themes, ideas and problems. It gives students 
an early opportunity to begin to explain economic phenomena through the use of 
diagrams, data analysis and the evaluation of economic material. This section will 
make students aware of the role of economics in real world situations. 
 
Part 2   Microeconomics 
This section identifies and explains the importance of markets and the roles played 
by demand and supply. It highlights the roles played by consumers, producers and 
government in different market structures.  This also section identifies the failure of a 
market system and examines the possible solutions. 
 
Part 3   Macroeconomics 
This part examines the major macroeconomic issues facing countries economic 
growth, economic development, unemployment, inflation and income distribution. It 
also introduces and evaluates the economic strategies available to government such 
as demand side and supply side policies. 
 
 
 
 
Part 4   International Economics 
This section discusses why countries trade, the problems involved and how these 
problems should be addressed. It will explain how exchange rates affect international 
trade. theories introduced will be related to real world examples. 
 
Part 5   Development Economics 
In this part the important distinction between economic growth and economic 
development are emphasised. It will provide students with the opportunity to 
understand the problems faced by developing countries and to develop an 
awareness of possible solutions to these problems. 
 
Most of the topics are developed further by those students on the Higher Level 
Course as well as introducing HL students to new topics too. 
 
Assessment for HL & SL 
 
Higher Level  
External Assessment 
Paper 1  One Extended response question from four .             20% 
Paper 2  Three short answer questions from six.                      20% 
Paper 3  Three structured data response questions from five. 40%  
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Internal Assessment 
Four commentaries on (self chosen) articles each of  
650-750 words.                                                                       20% 
 
Standard Level 
External Assessment 
Paper 1 One Extended response question from four.               25% 
Paper 2 Three structured data response questions from five.     50% 
 
Internal Assessment 
Four commentaries on (self-chosen) articles each of  
650-700 words.                                                                         25%.      

 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course?  
 
The subject provides an excellent base for a variety of degree courses in tertiary 
education and future careers. In recent years our students have gone on after the 
Sixth Form to study Economics, Business Studies, Law, Accountancy and 
Management, and combined Economics with Politics and Philosophy.  
 
 

9.4.2 Geography Higher & Standard level 
 
 
Geography and prior learning 

 
The geography course requires no specific prior learning. No particular background 
in terms of specific subjects studied for national or international qualifications is 
expected or required. The skills needed for the geography course are developed 
within the context of the course itself. It is preferable for students to have obtained at 
least a grade B at GCSE beforehand, however. 
 

Nature of the subject: 
 

Geography is a dynamic subject that is firmly grounded in the real world and focuses 
on the interactions between individuals, societies and the physical environment in 
both time and space. It seeks to identify trends and patterns in these interactions and 
examines the processes behind them. It also investigates the way that people adapt 
and respond to change and evaluates management strategies associated with such 
change. 
 
Geography describes and helps to explain the similarities and differences between 
spaces and places. These may be defined on a variety of scales and from a range of 
perspectives. 
 
Within group 3 subjects, geography is distinctive in that it occupies the middle ground 
between social sciences and natural sciences. The Diploma Programme geography 
course integrates both physical and human geography, and ensures that students 

acquire elements of both scientific and socio èconomic methodologies. Geography 

takes advantage of its position between both these groups of subjects to examine 
relevant concepts and ideas from a wide variety of disciplines. This helps students 
develop an appreciation of, and a respect for, alternative approaches, viewpoints and 
ideas. 
 

Geography and the international dimension 
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The geography course embodies global and international awareness in several 
distinct ways. It examines key global issues, such as poverty, sustainability and 
climate change. It considers examples and detailed case studies at a variety of 
scales, from local to regional, national and international. Throughout the course, 
teachers have considerable flexibility in their choice of examples and case studies to 
ensure that Diploma Programme geography is a highly appropriate way to meet the 
needs of all students, regardless of their precise geographical location. Inherent in 
the syllabus is a consideration of different perspectives, economic circumstances and 
social and cultural diversity. 
 
Geography seeks to develop international understanding and foster a concern for 
global issues as well as to raise studentsô awareness of their own responsibility at a 
local level. Geography also aims to develop values and attitudes that will help 
students reach a degree of personal commitment in trying to resolve these issues, 
appreciating our shared responsibility as citizens of an increasingly interconnected 
world. 
 
Geography aims 
 
In addition, the aims of the geography syllabus at SL and HL are to enable students 
to: 

¶ develop an understanding of the interrelationships between people, places, 
spaces and the environment 

¶ develop a concern for human welfare and the quality of the environment, and 
an understanding of the need for planning and sustainable management 

¶ appreciate the relevance of geography in analysing contemporary issues and 
challenges, and develop a global perspective of diversity and change 

¶ To develop and modify values and attitudes in relation to geographical 
problems and issues  

¶ To recognise the need for social justice, equality and respect for others; 
appreciate diversity; and combat bias, prejudice and stereotyping 

¶ To develop an appreciation of the range of geographical methodologies and 
apply appropriate techniques of inquiry. 

 
 
Skills developed in the course 

 
Having followed the Geography course at higher and standard level, students will be 
expected to: 

¶ Demonstrate knowledge of relevant factual information, examples and case 
studies 

¶ Use and apply geographical terminology 

¶ Demonstrate understanding of geographical concepts and theories through 
the acquisition, selection and effective use of knowledge 

¶ Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of spatial processes, patterns 
and interactions; and be able to recognise change at various scales and 
locations 

¶ Recognise and appreciate the interaction between people, place and 
environment 

¶ Appreciate and understand the social, economic and political 
interdependence of peoples 

¶ Understand the use of human and physical resources and evaluate the 
management strategies involved 

¶ Recognise and appreciate the relevance of geography to contemporary world 
issues 

¶ Demonstrate knowledge of and an ability to apply appropriate geographical 
methodologies and techniques relevant to geographical enquiry.  
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¶ Internationalism is essentially present in every aspect of human geography 
given the subject matter, but we shall also be using a range of topic 
illustrations and examples from all around the globe, emphasising throughout 
the interconnected nature of our global village. 

 
IB syllabus HL & SL 

 
Distinction between SL and HL 
 
Students at standard level (SL) and higher level (HL) in geography are presented 
with a syllabus that has a common core and optional themes. HL students also study 
the higher level extension. The syllabus requires the development of certain skills, 
attributes and knowledge as described in the assessment objectives of the course. 
 
Although the skills and activity of studying geography are common to both SL and HL 
students, the HL student is required to acquire a further body of knowledge, to 
demonstrate critical evaluation, and to synthesize the concepts in the higher level 
extension. 
 
In summary: 

¶ SL students study two optional themes; HL students study three optional 
themes, providing further breadth 

¶ HL students study the HL extensionðglobal interactions, and examine, 
evaluate and synthesize the prescribed concepts, which by their nature are 
complex, contestable, interlinked and require holistic treatment. This provides 
further depth at HL. 

 
 
Part 1: Core themeðpatterns and change (SL/HL) 
There are four compulsory topics in this core theme. 
 
1. Populations in transition 
2. Disparities in wealth and development 
3. Patterns in environmental quality and sustainability 
4. Patterns in resource consumption 
 
Part 2: Optional themes (SL/HL) 
 
Two optional themes are required at SL. 
Three optional themes are required at HL. 
 
1. Oceans and their coastal margins HL 
2. Extreme environments HL & SL 
3. Hazards and disastersðrisk assessment and response HL & SL 
 
Part 3: HL extensionðglobal interactions (HL only) 
 
There are seven compulsory topics in the HL extension. 
 
1. Measuring global interactions 
2. Changing spaceðthe shrinking world 
3. Economic interactions and flows 
4. Environmental change 
5. Sociocultural exchanges 
6. Political outcomes 
7. Global interactions at the local level 
 
Fieldwork (SL/HL) 
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Fieldwork, leading to one written report based on a fieldwork question, information 
collection and analysis with evaluation. 
 
Assessment for HL & SL: 
 
Standard level: 
 
Paper 1 Core  1 hour 30 minutes   40% of final grade 
Paper 2 2 Options 1 hour 20 minutes   35% of final grade 
Internal assessment ï a report of maximum 2,500 words  25% of final grade 
 
Higher level: 
 
Paper 1  Core  1 hour 30 minutes   25% of final grade 
Paper 2 3 Options 2 hours    35% of final grade 
Paper 3 HL extension 1 hour     20% of final grade 
Internal assessment ï a report of maximum 2,500 words  20% of final grade 
 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course?  
 
In the modern world, employers are increasingly looking for people who are literate, 
numerate, good at problem-solving, flexible in their ways of working, and capable of 
showing originality and initiative.  Facts or even practical skills are often out of date 
before they are used at work. 
 
We use a wide range of skills and the ability to acquire the skills and apply them is 
key to the subject.  
 
While the choice of Geography leads to no specific career the choice is vast, recent 
Geography graduates from the BSN have gone on to a variety of careers including: 
 

¶ Managing the introduction of Aldi supermarkets into the UK 

¶ Managing a large department at British Telecom 

¶ Working as a senior market trader on the London Stock Exchange 

¶ Managing quality control at a pharmaceutical factory for Boots 
 
However, the main advantage of the subject within an IB package is that it can 
enable students to study such a wide range of subjects at university.  Recent 
Geography students at the BSN have gone on to study a huge range of subjects 
including: 
 

¶ Mathematics, Computing and Engineering 

¶ Humanities such as Psychology, History, Economics and Business 

¶ Sciences such as Biochemistry, Ecology, Geophysics and Geology 

¶ Medicine 

¶ Law 

¶ Archaeology 

¶ Sport & Recreation Science & Management 

 
Relevant School Excursions  
Fieldwork/Internal assessment coursework 
 
All IB Geography students complete a piece of fieldwork of 2,500 words 
using primary data. Students will be able to go on a field course at a suitable location 
to satisfy the requirements of IB assessment. Currently this is a 5 day visit to Dorset 
to study coastal features & processes and rural settlement patterns.  
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9.4.3  History Higher & Standard level 
 
Background 

 
Normally a student starting History for IB at either level will need to have completed 
either a full or short course in GCSE and obtained a grade B. It is more important that 
a person has an enquiring mind, an interest in the past and an understanding of how 
this helps us to understand current affairs. It also helps if you enjoy investigation and 
discovery and enjoy debate and putting forward a well-argued case. 

 
The student will complete the two-year course gaining a general knowledge of world 
history of the Twentieth Century, and a specific knowledge of European history for 
that time period. Content for both Standard and Higher Level will include that of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict 1945-1979; causes, practices and effects of war and the rise and 
rule of single party states (Paper 2). Both levels will complete a 1500-2000 word 
historical investigation. In addition, Higher Level students will complete the American 
Regional Option (Paper 3). 
 
Skills developed in the course 

 
Students will also be expected to: 

¶ Reflect on the importance of the role of the historian in the past and today in 
relating historical events. 

¶ Acquire the skills to be able to appreciate the role of history in todayôs society; 
including the nature and variety of its sources, methods and interpretations. 

¶ Develop the essay-writing skills of an historian, to produce a well-reasoned 
argument and adequately address a research or examination question. 

¶ Develop an academic ethic consistent with university expectations for 
conducting genuine individual research, academic honesty, and promptness 
in regard to accomplishing assigned tasks.  

¶ Develop the habit of personal reflection on topics studied, and of taking 
personal responsibility for his/her learning. 

¶ Recognise, through the study of history, the importance of an international 
perspective of events past and present. 

 

 
IB syllabus HL & SL 
 
Paper 1 prescribed topic: The Arab-Israeli conflict 1945-1979 (Also linked to 
paper 2, topic 3: the rise and rule of single party states). 
 
This prescribed subject addresses the development of the Arab-Israeli conflict since 
1945. It also requires consideration of the role of outside powers in the conflict either 
as promoters of tension or mediators in attempts to lessen tensions in the region. 
The prescribed subject requires study of the political, economic and social issues 
behind the dispute and the specific causes and consequences of the military clashes 
between 1948/9 and 1973. The nature and extent of social and economic 
developments within the disputed territory of Palestine/Israel within the period and 
their impact on the populations should also be studied. The end date for the 
prescribed subject is 1979 with the signing of the Egyptian-Israeli peace agreement. 
 
Areas on which the source-based questions will focus are: 
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¶ Last years of the British Mandate, UNSCOP partition plan and the outbreak of 
civil war. 

¶ British withdrawal, establishment of Israel, Arab response and 1948/49 war. 

¶ Suez Crisis of 1956: role of Britain, France, the USA and the USSR. 

¶ Six Day war of 1967: causes, course and consequences. 

¶ Demographic shifts: the Palestinian diaspora 1947 onwards, Jewish 
immigration and the economic development of the Israeli state. 

¶ Arabism and Zionism, Emergence of the PLO. 
  

 
Paper 2 Twentieth Century World History Topics. 
 
Topic 1:  The causes, practices and effects of war. This is linked to the prescribed 
topic: The USSR under Stalin, 1924-41. Also linked to topic 3, the rise and rule of 
single party states of the Twentieth Century World History topics. 
 
Wars to be considered: The First World War, Russian revolutions and civil war, 
Spanish Civil War, Korean War, Vietnam War and the Algerian War. 
 
Themes: 

¶ Different types of 20th century warfare: civil, guerilla, limited, revolutionary, 
total 

¶ Origins and causes of war: long-term, short-term reasons and triggers, failure 
of diplomacy; economic, ideological, political and religious causes 

¶ Nature of 20th century wars: technology, tactics, strategy on land and sea and 
in the air; home front, women and war; resistance and revolutionary 
movements. 

¶ Effects and results: treaties and non-treaty wars; political, social and 
economic consequences; effect on women: territorial change. 

 
Topic 3: The rise and rule of single-party states. . This is linked to the prescribed 
topic: The USSR under Stalin, 1924-41. This is also linked to topic 1 of the 20th 
century world history topics, causes, practices and effects of war. 
 
Single-party states to be considered: Italy ï Mussolini, USSR ï Lenin and Stalin, 
China ï Mao Zedong, Sukarno ï Indonesia, Peron ï Argentina, Castro ï Cuba 
 
Themes: 

¶ Origins : necessary conditions; emergence of leader ï aims ideology support 

¶ Establishment of rule: methods (force/legal); form of government, ideology; 
totalitarianism and treatment of opposition 

¶ Rule: policies ï economic, political and social; education, arts, media and 
propaganda; women, minorities and religious groups 

¶ Impact globally and locally: foreign policy; regime and environs; factor in the 
Cold War. 

 
 

Paper 3 Regional Option: Americas (ONLY for HL students) 
 
This part of the course will focus on aspects of American History from the foundation 
of the United States until the present day.  We will initially look at how a number of 
different American countries became independent sovereign nations.  This will help 
us to understand why independence was sought, how it was established and what 
kinds of nations were created.  We will then examine in detail the foreign and 
domestic polices of a number of American countries during the second half of the 
Twentieth Century.  This will enable us to evaluate how far each country fulfilled the 
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original objectives of its founding movements.  The units of study are explained 
below: 
 
Independence movements 
This section focuses on the various forces that contributed to the rise of the 
independence movements, the similar and different paths that the movements 
followed and the immediate effects of independence in the region. It explores the 
political, intellectual and military contributions of their leaders and the sometimes 
contradictory views that shaped the emergence of the new nations.  
 

¶ Independence movements in the Americas: political, economic, social, 
intellectual and religious causes; the role of foreign intervention; conflicts and 
issues leading to war 

¶ Political and intellectual contributions of leaders to the process of 
independence e.g. Washington, Jefferson, Bolivar  

¶ United States Declaration of Independence; processes leading to the 
declaration; influence of ideas; nature of the declaration; military campaigns 
e.g. Saratoga and Yorktown and their impact on the outcome. 

¶ Independence movements in Latin America: characteristics of the 
independence processes; reasons for the similarities and/or differences in two 
countries in the region; military campaigns and their impact on the outcome 
e.g. Chacabuco, Maipú, Ayacucho, Boyacá and Carabobo) 

¶ United Statesô position towards Latin American independence; events and 
reasons for the emergence of the Monroe Doctrine 

¶ Impact of independence on the economies and societies of the Americas: 
economic and social issues; new perspectives on economic development; 
impact on different social groups: Native Americans, African Americans, 
Creoles. 

 

The Cold War and the Americas 1945 1̀981 

This section focuses on the development and impact of the Cold War on the region. 
Most of the second half of the 20th century was dominated by the global conflict of 
the Cold War. Within the Americas, some countries were closely allied to the United 
States and some took sides reluctantly. Many remained neutral or sought to avoid 
involvement in Cold War struggles. A few, influenced by the Cuban Revolution, 
instituted socialist governments. No nation, however, escaped the pressures of the 
Cold War, which had a significant 
impact on the domestic and foreign policies of the countries of the region. 
 

¶ Truman: containment and its implications for the Americas; the rise of 
McCarthyism and its effects on domestic and foreign policies of the United 
States; the Cold War and its impact on society and culture 

¶ Korean War and the United States and the Americas: reasons for 
participation; military developments; diplomatic and political outcomes 

¶ Eisenhower and Dulles: New Look and its application; characteristics and 
reasons for the policy; repercussions for the region 

¶ United Statesô involvement in Vietnam: the reasons for, and nature of, the 
involvement at different stages; domestic effects and the end of the war 

¶ United Statesô foreign policies from Kennedy to Carter: the characteristics of, 
and reasons for, policies; implications for the region: Kennedyôs Alliance for 
Progress; Nixonôs covert operations and Chile; Carterôs quest for human 
rights and the Panama Canal Treaty 

¶ Cold War in either Canada or one Latin American country: reasons for 
foreign and domestic policies and their implementation 

 

Political developments in the Americas after the Second World War 1945 7̀9 
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This section focuses on domestic concerns and political developments after 1945. 
The majority of states in the Americas experienced social, economic and political 
changes and challenges. Political responses to these forces varied from country to 
country: from the continuation of democracy to multi-class ñpopulistò alliances to 
outright conflict, revolution and the establishment of authoritarian regimes in the 
1960s and 1970s. Areas of study include: conditions for the rise to power of new 
leaders; economic and social policies; 
treatment of minorities.  
 

¶ United States: domestic policies of Truman, Eisenhower and Kennedy 

¶ Johnson and ñthe Great Societyò; Nixonôs domestic reforms 

¶ Canada: domestic policies from Diefenbaker to Chrétien 

¶ Causes and effects of the Silent (or Quiet) Revolution 

¶ Populist leaders in Latin America: rise to power; characteristics of populist 
regimes; social, economic and political policies; the treatment of opposition; 
successes and failures e.g. Peron and  Vargas. 

¶ The Cuban Revolution: political, social, economic causes; impact on the 
region 

¶ Rule of Fidel Castro: political, economic, social and cultural policies; treatment 
of minorities; successes and failures 

¶ Military regimes in Latin America: rationale for intervention; challenges; 
policies; successes and failures 

 
Assessment for HL & SL 

 
Paper 1 (1 hour) consists of source based questions (the USSR under Stalin, 1924-
1941). It forms 20% of the final assessment for HL, 30% for SL. 
 
Paper 2 (1½ hours) consists of two essays on the 20th Century World History topics 
studied (causes, practices and effects of war and the rise and rule of single party 
states). It forms 25% of the final assessment for HL and 45% for SL. 
 
Paper 3 (2½ hours) consists of three essays on the Regional topic studied. It forms 
35% of the final HL assessment. 
 
Students also carry out an individual assignment - an historical investigation (usually 
a structured essay of 1500- 2000 words), which accounts for 20% of the final 
assessment for HL and 25% of the final assessment for SL. 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

¶ History can be used to enter history-related careers, like Museum work or 
Archaeology.  

¶ History is also an excellent foundation for Law, Journalism, the Civil Service 
and accountancy because of the specific skills you gain from your studies in 
working with evidence. 

 
Relevant School Excursions 
Students will have the opportunity to go on a field trip relevant to the syllabi we 
follow.  
 
In previous years we have organised a field trip to Russia (Moscow and St 
Petersburg) designed to support the study of Soviet Russia, particularly Stalinism.  
 
Such trips are highly successful because they enable students to appreciate and see 
for themselves the places where major events took place, as well as seeing primary 
evidence in the form of artefacts. Students complete work which will enhance their 
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understanding of the nature of the Soviet State. In addition students will also gain an 
increased understanding of the contemporary  nature of the country they visit. 
 
7.3.5 IB Psychology (SL and HL) 

 
This course will appeal to students who: 
 

¶ enjoy exploring issues dealing with how and why people behave in certain 
ways. 

¶ want to find out more about the link between peopleôs behaviour and their 
environment. 

¶ enjoy planning and carrying out investigations to look for any patterns and 
explanation in to the behaviour of children and adults. 

¶ want a course that will complement a wide range of subjects including 
English, Mathematics and the Sciences. 

 
Background. 
 
You do not need to have previously studied Psychology, although an interest in 
understanding human behaviour is essential.  During the course, you will need to be 
able to communicate effectively and research information from a variety of sources.  
You should also be willing to engage in a wide range of reading on these matters. 
 
This course introduces candidates to the theories and methods of Psychology.  It 
offers them the opportunity to look at some of the explanations psychologists provide 
in trying to understand humans and their interactions with the world. 
 
Students will examine a range of psychological perspectives, concepts and research 
that allows them to understand the nature of the subject and how our understanding 
of what it is to be human has developed over the years.  
 
The course aims to introduce students from a variety of cultures to an ever-changing 
and evolving society via the medium of Psychology developing the studentsô sense of 
personal identity and self. Topics studied upon the course include: 
 
 Socio-cultural level of analysis         
 

¶ Socio-cultural cognition 

¶ Social and cultural norms 

¶ Prejudice and discrimination 
 
Cognitive level of analysis 
 

¶ Cognitive processes: memory 

¶ Cognition and emotion 

¶ The psychology of happiness 
 
Biological level of analysis 
 

¶ Physiology and behaviour 

¶ Genetics and behaviour 

¶ The psychology of criminal behaviour 
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Abnormal Psychology 
 

¶ Concepts of normality 

¶ Psychological disorders 

¶ Implementing treatment 
 
Human relationships 
 

¶ Social responsibility 

¶ Interpersonal relationships 

¶ The psychology of violence 
 
 
It is helpful for candidates to have good communication and numeracy skills and a 
grade B in GCSE English and Mathematics or an equivalent qualification would be 
beneficial. 
 
Skills developed on the course. 
 
During the course you will: 

¶ develop awareness and understanding of psychological theories, research, 
case studies and methods used to collect data 

¶ explore topics which reflect current contemporary issues, as well as earlier 
case studies 

¶ explore the different areas of Psychology 

¶ be introduced to a range of interesting topics including: prejudice, obedience, 
memory and mental health 

¶ participate in and conduct psychological investigations, collecting appropriate 
data 

¶ analyse and interpret your own or second-hand data and evaluate the 
findings 

¶ develop awareness of the ethical issues in Psychology, particularly in the field 
of research. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification? 
 
Standard Level 
 
Each unit will aim to be taught in 6-8 week blocks.  At the culmination of each unit of 
work, candidates will be required to sit two, one hour papers to reflect Section A and 
Section B (Perspectives ï Biological, Cognitive and Learning) from Paper 1.   
 
Paper 2 (Option ï Human Relationships) will be assessed formally through 
examination style extended answer questions which will be set and assessed within 
the framework of homework, and also informally via a range of teaching strategies 
including questions and answer sessions, debates and role play. 
 
Ethics will be dealt with throughout the delivery of each topic, as will research 
methods and not taught as a stand-alone unit.  Practice papers will be given to check 
understanding of methodological issues. 
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The internal assessment for SL will be conducted through a simple research task 
with reference made to knowledge gained via previous units.  Students will have a 
clear understanding of how to present and carry out their own piece of psychological 
research as they will have been exposed to key pieces of empirical research during 
earlier stages of the course.  
 
Higher Level 
 
Each unit will aim to be taught in 6 week blocks.  At the culmination of each unit of 
work, candidates will be required to sit two papers to reflect Section A (Perspectives 
ï Biological, Cognitive, Socio-cultural) from Paper 1.   
 
Paper 2 (options ï Human relationships and Abnormal Psychology) will be assessed 
through examination style extended answer questions which will be set and 
assessed within the framework of class and homework. 
 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 
You could: 

¶ follow a degree course, for example in Psychology, Social Science, Nursing 
or Advertising.  These are a small selection of a huge variety of courses with 
direct links to AS/Advanced GCE Psychology.  UCAS handbooks will give you 
further guidance 

¶ enter a Higher National course in a related programme, seek employment in 
the area of human resources, the care sector, hotel management or 
advertising.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

9.5 Group 4 Experimental Sciences 
 

9.5.1 IB Biology Higher & Standard level 
 
Background 

 
The Biology IB Diploma course will offer students the opportunity to learn about the 
key concepts involved in the subject, both in terms of knowledge and the scientific 
process behind the discovery of this knowledge. It will be taught in a manner that 
combines the aims of the IBO with biological and scientific principles to encourage 
students to become lifelong learners and to promote the skills outlined in the IBO 
learner profile. The course will be available at both Standard and Higher Level. There 
is a core element common to both levels; HL students being required to cover 
additional material of increased breadth and depth. A range of optional topics are 
also available and all students are required to choose two options to study. The 
course is organized into a range of topics to enable students to gain a broad base of 
knowledge and understanding of key biological principles. The course comprises four 
main concepts: 

a. Structure and function 
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b. Universality versus diversity 
c. Equilibrium within systems 
d. Evolution 

Through a variety of teaching strategies students will be encouraged to discover and 
investigate these principles and concepts in order to appreciate their relevance to all 
living organisms.  
 
Qualifications for Entry 
 
IB Biology students are required to extend and develop existing scientific knowledge 
and practical skills. It is therefore recommended that students have achieved a B 
grade or higher in Biology GCSE or an Additional Science GCSE. It would be 
beneficial for students to have C grades in Chemistry and/or Physics at GCSE, or to 
have studied them as part of Science GCSE. Statistics is a core topic and it is 
therefore recommended that students have achieved a C grade or higher in a Maths 
GCSE. Due to the increased demands of Higher Level Biology, students are advised 
to consider this option only when they have achieved high grades in two or more 
Science GCSEs and this should include Biology. 
 
Skills developed in the course 
 

The course aims for students to develop: 

¶ Greater understanding of biological facts and an appreciation of their 
significance in new and changing situations. 

¶ Greater expertise in the area of practical work and the link between theory 
and experimental work, 

¶ Your enjoyment and personal interest in the study of living organisms, 

¶ The recognition of the responsible use of biology in an international 
community 

¶ Awareness of the ethical and social issues linked with new biological research 
and techniques  

¶ An appreciation of the global nature Biology and the importance of good 
communication 

¶ Good communication skills using a variety of media, including ICT 

¶ Analytical and evaluation skills with links to the TOK course 

¶ Independence and skills to become a balanced, life-long learner 
 
IB Syllabus HL & SL 
 
Students will cover the subject specification for IB Diploma Biology outlined in the 
IBO subject guide. The course is arranged as topics. Core topics are for both SL and 
HL students. HL students will also cover the additional higher material. Students will 
be offered a range of options and two have to be chosen for study. Details of these 
are given below. 
 
Core  
Statistical analysis 

1. Cells 
2. The chemistry of life 
3. Genetics 
4. Ecology and evolution 
5. Human health and physiology 

 
Additional higher material (AHL)  

6. Nucleic acids and proteins 
7. Cell respiration and photosynthesis 
8. Plant science 
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9. Genetics 
10. Human health and physiology 

 
Options 
C Cells and energy 
D Evolution 
F Microbes and biotechnology 
G Ecology and conservation 
H Further physiology 
 
SL students will choose two from options C, D, F and G. 
HL students will choose two from options D, F, G and H. 
 
In addition, students will perform experimental work designed to develop their 
practical skills and learn about a range of different techniques. They will also be 
required to design and execute their own investigations and to analyse and evaluate 
their results. This experimental work will be related to subject content and will be 
recorded in their personal portfolio as the practical scheme of work. 
 
Students will also be required to participate in the group 4 project; a cross disciplinary 
investigation designed to allow students to develop their personal skills as they 
collaborate on a joint investigation. 

    
Assessment for HL & SL 
 
The assessment takes the form of a series of internally assessed and externally 
moderated practical work (accounting for 24% of the final mark), as well as three 
external examination papers (accounting for 76% of the final mark). The external 
examinations will normally take place in the summer term. The examinations are 
different for standard and higher level, reflecting the difference in the breadth and 
depth of knowledge required for the two courses.  
 
External assessment for Standard Level 
 

Paper 
No.  

Assesses: Type of Paper 
Percentage of 
final mark 

Duration 

1 Core topics Multiple choice 20  45 minutes 

2 Core topic 
Structured and 
extended 
answers 

32 
1 h 15 minutes 

3 Options 
Structured 
answers 

24 
1 h 

 
External assessment for Higher Level 
 

Paper 
No.  

Assesses: 
Type of 
Paper 

Percentage of 
Final mark 

Duration 

1 
Core and AHL 
topics 

Multiple 
choice 

20 
1 h 

2 
Core and AHL 
topic 

Structured 
and extended 
answers 

36 
2 h 15 minutes 

3 Options 
Structured 
answers 

20 
1 h 15 minutes 

 
Internal assessment 
This is assessed according to set criteria and can be divided into two areas: 
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1. Practical work and investigations 
Students are required to spend a specified number of hours on practical work, SL 30 
hours and HL 50 hours. Details of the experiment and the time must be recorded on 
a studentôs personal portfolio, referred to as the practical scheme of work. This 
document coupled with teacher observations allows the student to be assessed for 
the Manipulative Skills criteria. This is summative over the two year course. Within 
the practical scheme of work students must also perform investigative work in which 
they will be formally assessed on three of the criteria: Design; Data collection and 
processing; Conclusion and evaluation. Students are assessed twice on these 
criteria.  
2. The group 4 project  
Students are required to participate in the group 4 project; a cross disciplinary 
investigation designed to allow students to develop their personal skills as they 
collaborate on a joint investigation. Their performance will be assessed according to 
the Personal skills criteria and is assessed once and only in terms of their 
performance in the group 4 project. 
 
The total mark for IB Biology will contribute towards the final IB Diploma assessment. 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

¶ Follow a degree course in biology, environmental science, medicine, nursing, 
dentistry, psychology and pharmacy. These are a small selection of courses 
with direct links to post 16 biology qualifications. UCAS handbooks and 
University websites would give you further guidance 

¶ Enter a higher national course in biological science and related programmes 

¶ You could also enter employment in the areas of pharmacy, biotechnology, 
catering and land management as possible examples. 

 
Check out the Institute of Biologyôs website for an excellent account of careers open 
to young people with biology qualifications at various levels. They are at: 
 
www.iob.org 
 
For a comprehensive account of careers open to people with degree qualifications in 
biology, visit the graduate careers website at: 
 
www.prospects.csu.ac.uk 
 
 
CAS 
 
The Biology department has a small garden area located to the right of the school 
field. It is possible for students to take on responsibility for the garden, involving the 
development and care of the area. The project is long-term and would require both 
design and management skills. Students would be asked to identify a theme for the 
garden and should aim to create an area that is useful to the school community. This 
could be food production, conservation or just a peaceful area to socialise with 
friends. 
 
 

9.5.2 IB Chemistry Higher & Standard level 
 
 
Background 
 
Through studying IB Chemistry, students will extend their knowledge of theory and 
practical skills acquired at GCSE level.  
 

http://www.iob.org/
http://www.prospects.csu.ac.uk/
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The recommended level of entrance for the IB course is as a minimum a grade B 
(higher level)  in Extension GCSE Chemistry 360 Science or other equivalent GCSE 
course. Alternatively, a minimum of a grade B (higher level) in Additional 360 
Science, or other equivalent GCSE course is also acceptable. 
 
In addition to their knowledge of Chemistry, the students should be able to perform 
the basic arithmetic functions, use direct and inverse proportion, solve simple 
algebraic equations, plot and interpret graphs. 
 
In order to be able to communicate effectively, the students should be able to use 
scientific terminology and methods to present scientific information. 
 
Skills developed in the course  
 
The chemistry teaching within the IB Diploma at the BSN will concentrate on 
providing students with theoretical knowledge and experimental skills within the 
subject. 
 
The intention of the course is to help the student to become independent learners; to 
be able to solve problems through analytical thinking; to be confident in decision 
making and to develop the ability to successfully apply theory to experimental work.  
 
The aim of the course is to provide the students with the skills to use their knowledge 
effectively and to see the connections between Chemistry topics. In addition, 
students should be able to make links with other Sciences in order to find answers to 
wider scientific issues. 
 
Along with the acquisition of subject knowledge, the students should develop an 
ability to work together with each other, to bring together different views and respect 
the work, ideas and knowledge of others. They should be able to share good practice 
with other scientists in order to find new ways of coping with and enhancing the 
growing demands of our global society. 
 
IB syllabus for Standard and Higher Level 
 
Topics studied at Standard Level                                  
 

¶ Quantitative Chemistry 

¶ Atomic structure                                       

¶ Periodicity                                                

¶ Bonding                                                    

¶ Energetics                                                 

¶ Kinetics                                                     

¶ Equilibrium                                               

¶ Acids and bases 

¶ Oxidation and reduction                            

¶ Organic chemistry                                    

¶ Measurement and data collection 
 
The topics studied at Higher Level include the topics studied at Standard Level and 
Additional Higher level. 
 
The topics for Additional Higher Level are: 
 

¶ Atomic structure 

¶ Periodicity 

¶ Bonding 
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¶ Energetics 

¶ Kinetics 

¶ Equilibrium 

¶ Acids and bases 

¶ Oxidation and reduction 

¶ Organic chemistry 
 
Options for Standard Level and Higher Level (compulsory for both SL and HL) 
 
Option D: Medicine and Drugs 
Option F: Food Chemistry 
 
In mixed SL and HL classes the SL material is taught in Year 12 and the HL material 
in Year 13, therefore the SL students have 4 hours of Chemistry  per week in Year 
12.  In Year13 the SL students will not be attending Chemistry lessons; however, the 
studentsô revision process will be monitored throughout Year 13. They will be 
provided with a package of past examination papers, with regular deadlines for 
handing in completed past papers. Apart from that, they will sit a number of topic 
tests in order to practice assessments in examination conditions. In the months 
running up to the IB examinations, the students can ask for help, as and when they 
need it. 

 
Assessment for Standard and Higher Level 
 
 
Internal Assessment 24%                       External assessment 76% 
 
The students will be externally assessed at the end of the two year course in  
Written Examinations (Papers 1, 2, 3) counting 76% for the final mark. 
 
Paper 1 
            Overall Weighting: 20%,  
            Duration: 1 hour 
            Format and Syllabus coverage:  40 multiple choice questions ( ± 15 
questions common to Standard Level plus about five more on the core and about 20 
more on the Additional Higher Level) 
 
Paper 2  
            Overall Weighting: 36%,  
            Duration: 2 hour 15 min 
Format and Syllabus coverage:  Section A - one data-based question and 
several short-answer questions on the core and the AHL (all compulsory)                                                         
Section B: two extended-response questions on the core and the AHL (from a choice 
of four) 

 
Paper 3  
            Overall Weighting: 20%,  
            Duration: 1 hour 15 min 
            Format and Syllabus coverage:  Several short-answer questions and one  
extended-response question in each of the two options studied (all compulsory)                                     

 
The practical work and Internal Assessment (IA) worth 24% of the final 
assessment and consists of: 
 
 - Group 4 project an interdisciplinary project. The intention of the interdisciplinary 
project, called Group 4 Project, is that students from the different group 4 subjects 
analyse a common topic or problem.  
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 - Short- and long-term investigations. Student work is internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IBO. 
 
The list of practical activities will include a fair number of experimental activities that 
will allow the students to achieve their best possible grade in practical skills. The 
students will be assessed on five criteria: 
  

¶ design 

¶ data collection and processing 

¶ conclusion and evaluation  

¶ manipulative skills  

¶ personal skills.  
 
Within each criterion, the students will have to fulfil the requirements of the three 
different aspects, in order to achieve the highest grade.  
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 

¶ Follow a degree course in Chemistry, Environmental science, Medicine and 
Pharmacy.  

¶ Follow a Higher National programme in Applied Chemistry and related 
programmes, such as Sport Studies, Beauty Therapy, Applied Biology, 
Engineering, Agriculture, Animal Management, Countryside Management, 
Environmental Science, Equine Management or Horticulture. 

¶ Employment in the area of pharmacy and biotechnology. 
 

A useful website for careers in Chemistry and the Chemical Sciences is: 
http://www.rsc.org/lap/education/careers.htm 
 

9.5.3 IB Design Technology Higher & Standard level 
 
Background  
 
To design with technology is to use human ingenuity in selected activities in order to 
meet needs and find solutions. This can be achieved through existing or new 
technologies. Design consists of gathering information about the problem or 
opportunity, processing that information, and planning for some kind of intervention 
either by modifying what is already there or by introducing something new. The 
designer is interested not just in the material environment but also in the social, 
technological, economic, environmental, political, legislative and ethical 
considerations that affect peopleôs priorities. 
 
Diploma Programme Design Technology is based on a model of learning that 
incorporates knowledge, skills and design principles in problem-solving contexts, 
while at the same time maximizing the use of local and readily available resources. It 
assumes no previous experience in either technology or design. The intent is not 
solely the acquisition of knowledge about design and technology, which may change 
or become outdated, but it is about learning how to adapt to new experiences and to 
approach problems with the appropriate skills and the relevant techniques to identify 
the important elements and, crucially, to develop the optimum solutions. The design 
cycle is at the core of the course, and it is expected that students will use this 
process in the practical investigative work as well as in the theory. Each element in 
the design cycle represents an aspect of design technology, which, when viewed 
together, constitutes a holistic approach. Any given element is therefore only to be 
seen in the context of the whole process. 
 
Skills developed in the course 

http://www.rsc.org/lap/education/careers.htm
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The design cycle and the experimental sciences (group 4). 
The design cycle to technology is the equivalent of the scientific method to science. 
The emphasis is therefore on using the design cycle to solve a problem or to realize 
an opportunity using relevant information and production techniques. Practical and/or 
investigative work centres on developing skills and ideas, the properties of materials, 
mechanisms, control systems and production techniques, as they apply to 
constructing a product or system. 
Technology relies on the laws and properties of nature and the accumulated 
knowledge of technology to create new products, techniques and systems. Design 
technology sits comfortably in the Diploma Programme experimental sciences, 
because the design cycle involves inquiry, and students need to study scientific 
principles in order to understand advances made in society and to be able to 
speculate what might be achieved in the future. 
The range of syllabus topics has been chosen to ensure a balance and interest for all 
students regardless of their gender and previous experience. It includes options that 
will be attractive to all students, not only those whose future studies will be in the field 
of science, technology or engineering, and it offers opportunities for in-depth studies 
of relevant technological issues for those who will study such subjects. 
 
 
IB Syllabus (HL & SL) 

 
The DT course offered for IB will focus on the design, development, analysis, 
synthesis and evaluation of problems, and their solution through practical activities.  
 
This will be done through the teaching of the Core topics, as well as offering four 
options, one of which must be chosen from the list below; 

¶ Option A Food  

¶ Option B Electronic Product Design  

¶ Option C CAD/CAM  

¶ Option E Human Factor Design  
 

The Design Project, in the second year of the course, will be chosen by the student 
undertaking it and will reflect the option they have followed.  
When teaching the core we intend to teach with the Design Cycle Model at itsô heart 
and to carry out appropriate experimental investigations and practical activities 
throughout to enhance the learning experience of the students. 
 
Assessment for HL & SL 
 
Core topics 1-7 for Standard Level SL and for Advanced Higher Level AHL topics 8-
12 
 

¶ Topic 1 ï The Design Process  

¶ Core Topic 2 ï Product Innovation  

¶ Core Topic 3 ï Green Design  

¶ Core Topic 4ï Materials  

¶ Core Topic 5ï Product Development  

¶ Core Topic 6ï Product Design  

¶ Core Topic 7ï Evaluation  
Extension (AHL only) 

¶ AHL Topic 8ï Energy  

¶ AHL Topic 9ï Structures  

¶ AHL Topic 10ï Mechanical Design  

¶ AHL Topic 11ï Advanced manufacturing techniques  

¶ AHL Topic 12ï Sustainable Development  
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Option A: Food science and technology SL / HL 
Core (SL and HL) 

¶ A1 Development of the food industry  

¶ A2 Designing new food  

¶ A3 Nutrition, balanced diet and health  

¶ A4 Food spoilage and food preservation  

¶ A5 Food science  

¶ A6 Food processing  

¶ A7 Food packaging and distribution  

¶ A8 People and foodðlifestyles  

¶ A9 Issues and responsibilities  
Extension (HL only)  

¶ A10 Food poisoning  

¶ A11 Genetically modified organisms and food production  

¶ A12 Food security  
 
Option B: Electronic product design SL / HL  
Core (SL and HL)  

¶ B1 General principles  

¶ B2 Digital logic  

¶ B3 Control  

¶ B4 Operational amplifiers  

¶ B5 Programmable interface controllers  

¶ B6 Communication systems  

¶ B7 Global standards for digital electronic products  
Extension (HL only)  

¶ B8 The smart home  

¶ B9 Disposal of electronic products  

¶ B10 Converging technologies  
 
Option C: CAD/CAM SL / HL  
Core (SL and HL)  

¶ C1 The impact of CAD on the design process  

¶ C2 CAM systems  

¶ C3 The impact of CAD/CAM on manufacturing  

¶ C4 Rapid prototype manufacture  

¶ C5 CAD/CAM products  
Extension (HL only)  

¶ C6 Materials  

¶ C7 Robots  

¶ C8 Social, moral, economic and environmental aspects  
 
Option E: Human factors design SL / HL  
Core (SL and HL)  

¶ E1 Human factors design  

¶ E2 Human factors data  

¶ E3 Research and testing  

¶ E4 Modeling  

¶ E5 Health and safety legislation  

¶ E6 Design for usability  

¶ E7 Contexts  
Extension (HL only)  

¶ E8 Digital humans  

¶ E9 Design for disability  

¶ E10 Design for purpose  
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¶ E11 Beyond usabilityðdesigning for pleasure  
 

Group 4 project. 
At the end of the first year of the Diploma programme Design technology students 
will join Biology, Chemistry and Physics in their 10-hour collaborative Group 4 
project. This will address a common theme where they will concentrate their efforts 
on the processes involved in scientific investigation. Further research has to be done 
so that the students are able to collaborate with other school(s) from other region(s). 
This exchange of information and ideas with other students from around the world 
will have a positive effect on the development of the studentôs technology ideas and 
make the Group 4 project a truly international endeavor. 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 
The diploma could lead to careers in the following fields; 
 

¶ Food Technologist  

¶ Food Science degree  

¶ Nutritionist  

¶ Home Economist  

¶ Teaching  

¶ Dietician  

¶ Product Designer  

¶ Industrial Designer  

¶ Quality Assurance  

¶ Engineering (Electrical, Electronic, Mechanical, Civil, Structural etc)  

¶ Architecture  

¶ Computer Aided Designer  

¶ Computer Aided Manufacturing  

¶ Robotics  

¶ Sustainable technologies  

¶ Model maker  

¶ Craftsperson ï in a range of materials  

¶ Entrepreneur/Inventor  

¶ Graphic Designer  

¶ Naval Architecture  

¶ Furniture Designer é..and many more.  
 

Design Technology is recognised as an entry qualification for a very wide range of 
Higher Education courses and employment worldwide. 
 

 

9.5.4 IB Physics Higher & Standard level 
 
Background 
 
The IB qualification will build on the knowledge, understanding and process skills that 
you will have developed in GCSE Science. The recommended level of entrance for 
the IB course is as a minimum a grade B (higher level)  in Extension GCSE Physics 
360 Science or other equivalent GCSE course. Alternatively, a minimum of a grade B 
(higher level) in Additional 360 Science, or other equivalent GCSE course is also 
acceptable.  It will be very helpful to have at least a grade B in GCSE Mathematics, 
as numeracy and mathematical skills are important in Physics. Communication is 
also important in Physics so you will need to be able to communicate effectively, to 
be able to research and critically think about problems. You will learn theory and 
develop relevant practical skills throughout the course. 
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Skills developed in the course 
 
The course aims for students to: 

¶ sustain and develop their enjoyment of, and interest in, physics 

¶ develop essential knowledge and understanding in physics 

¶ develop the skills needed for the use of this knowledge and understanding in 
new and changing situations where appropriate 

¶ develop an understanding of the link between theory and experiment 

¶ develop researching skills by finding and evaluating data from a range of 
sources. 

¶ appreciate how physics has developed and is used in present day society, 
including the international nature of physics. 

¶ show how physics links with social, philosophical, economic, industrial and 
environmental matters 

¶ recognise the quantitative nature of physics 

¶ cultivate a variety of communication skills, including written, graphic, 
mathematical, ICT and oral. 

¶ understand how mathematical expressions relate to physical principles 

¶ bring together knowledge of ways in which different areas of physics relate to 
each other and study how scientific models develop. 

 
Syllabus for Standard Level 

 
Core - This component consists of 8 topics which all students must complete.   
 
Topic 1: Physics and physical measurement - This unit involves the study of the 
realm of physics, measurements and uncertainties, vectors and scalars. 
 
Topic 2: Mechanics - This unit involves kinematics, Forces and dynamics, Work, 
energy and power, Uniform circular motion. 
 
Topic 3: Thermal Physics ï This unit involves the study the thermal properties of 
matter (including specific heat capacity, latent heat and ideal gases). 
 
Topic 4: Oscillations and Waves ï Students will cover simple harmonic motion, 
forced oscillations and resonance, wave characteristics and wave properties. 
 
Topic 5: Electric Currents ï This unit involves electric potential difference, current and 
resistance, electric circuits. 
 
Topic 6: Fields and Forces ï Students will investigate gravitational force and fields, 
electric force and fields, magnetic force and fields. 
 
Topic 7: Atomic and Nuclear Physics ï This unit involves atomic and nuclear 
structure, radioactive decay, nuclear reactions, fission and fusion. 
 
Topic 8: Energy, Power and Climate change ï This unit involves energy degradation 
and power generation (including fossil fuel and non fossil fuel power production), 
world energy sources, greenhouse effect and global warming. 
 
Options ï In addition to the core students must also undertake two options from 
Quantum physics and nuclear physics, Digital technology, Astrophysics. 

    
Assessment for Standard Level 
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The assessment takes the form of a series of internally assessed and externally 
moderated practical investigation (accounting for 24% of the Physics marks) as well 
as three external examination papers (accounting for 76% of the Physics marks). The 
Physics external examinations will normally take place in the summer term.  They will 
form part of the overall IB assessment criteria. The group 4 project is an 
interdisciplinary activity in which all Diploma Programme science students must 
participate. The intention is that students from the different group 4 subjects analyse 
a common topic or problem. The exercise should be a collaborative experience 
where the emphasis is on the processes involved in scientific investigation rather 
than the products of such investigation. 
 
 

Paper 
No.  

Assesses: Type of Paper 
Percentage of 
Examination 

Duration 

1 Core topics Multi choice 20  45 mins 

2 Core topic 
Structured and 
Long answer 

32 
1 h 15 mins 

3 Options 
Structured 
answer 

34 
1 h 

 
Syllabus for Higher Level 
 
The Higher Level diploma contains the core topics component from Standard Level 
as well as six additional topics. 
 
Topic 9: Motion in fields- This unit develops the study of mechanics begun in the 
Core topics to include projectile motion and orbital motion; the unit also involves the 
study of electric fields potential and energy, gravitational fields, potential and energy. 
 
Topic 10: Thermal Physics ï This unit develops the ideas begun in the Core 
component to include the laws of thermodynamics and the gas laws. 
 
Topic 11: Wave phenomena ï This unit involves the study of stationary waves, 
Doppler effect, diffraction, resolution, polarization. 
 
Topic 12: Electromagnetic Induction ï This unit involves Induced electromotive 
force, alternating current, transmission of electrical power. 
 
Topic 13: Quantum Physics and Nuclear Physics ï This unit involves the study of 
the quantum nature of radiation, the wave nature of matter, nuclear physics. 
 
Topic 14: Digital technology ï This unit focuses on analogue and digital signals, 
data capture and digital imaging.     
 
Options: As with Standard Level the Higher Level component requires the student to 
study two additional topics.  For this level we can offer Astrophysics and Particle 
physics. 

 
Assessment for Higher Level 
The assessment takes the form of a series of internally assessed and externally 
moderated practical investigation (accounting for 24% of the Physics marks) as well 
as three external examination papers (accounting for 76% of the Physics marks). The 
Physics external examinations will normally take place in the summer term.  They will 
form part of the overall IB assessment criteria. The group 4 project is an 
interdisciplinary activity in which all Diploma Programme science students must 
participate. The intention is that students from the different group 4 subjects analyse 
a common topic or problem. The exercise should be a collaborative experience 
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where the emphasis is on the processes involved in scientific investigation rather 
than the products of such investigation. 
 

Paper 
No.  

Assesses: 
Type of 
Paper 

Percentage of 
Examination 

Duration 

1 
Core and HL 
topics 

Multi choice 
20 

1 h 

2 
Core and HL 
topic 

Structured 
and Long 
answer 

36 
2 h 15 mins 

3 Options 
Structured 
answer 

20 
1 h 15 mins 

 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 
Physics leads on to a wide range of courses and careers. You could go on to use 
Physics to support other qualifications or progress onto further studies or 
employment. This could be: 
 

¶ from a Higher National programme (HNC & HND) to degree level; 

¶ courses ranging from Physics, the Sciences and Medicine to Engineering; 

¶ employment in the area of radiography, and biotechnology  
 
For a very comprehensive picture of careers available to students of Physics visit the 
following web sites: 
 
The Institute of Physics (UK) www.iop.org 
The American Institute of Physics www.aip.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 

9.6 Group 5 Mathematics 
 

9.6.1 IB Mathematics Higher level 
 
Background 
 
IB Mathematics 
All students studying for the IB Diploma must take a course in Mathematics. The 
different courses offered as part of the Diploma Programme reflect the differing 
needs of students and we at the BSN believe that we should offer all of the courses 
(Mathematical Studies, Mathematics SL and Mathematics HL), in order to meet those 
different needs. 
 
Mathematics HL 
This course caters for students with a good background in Mathematics who are 
competent in a range of analytical and technical skills. The majority of these students 
will be expecting to include Mathematics as a major component of their university 
studies, either as a subject in its own right or within courses such as Physics, 
Engineering and Technology. Others may take this subject because they have a 
strong interest in Mathematics and enjoy meeting its challenges and engaging with 
its problems. Students should have at least an A grade at GCSE for HL Mathematics. 
 

http://www.iop.org/
http://www.aip.org/
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Calculators  
The courses assume that all students have a graphical calculator. The Faculty uses 
the TI84 Plus and buys them in bulk at the beginning of the course with an English 
manual. The discounted cost is then passed on to the student when supplying the 
calculators at the beginning of the course. 
 
 
IB syllabus Mathematics Higher Level 
 
Core Content: Algebra; Functions, Equations, Trigonometry, 2d and 3d Vectors, 
Matrices, 
Statistics and Probability, Calculus and Differential Equations; Complex 
numbers; Induction. 
 
Option topics: One from (a) Further Statistics and Probability (b) Sets, Relations 
and Groups,(c) Series and Differential Equations (d) Discrete Mathematics. 
Assessment HL Mathematics 
 
Internal Assessment: 20% made up of one investigation and one modelling piece. 
 
External Assessment: 80% Terminal Examinations. 
 
Paper 1       (non-calculator)                                   2 hrs                                       30 %   
        
The paper consist of 2 Sections 
Section A: Short response questions 
Section B: Extended response questions 
Each section is equally weighted. The paper is worth 120 marks. 

 
Paper 2            (GDC Required)                              2 hrs                                      30 % 
 
The paper consist of 2 Sections 
Section A: Short response questions 
Section B: Extended response questions 
Each section is equally weighted. The paper is worth 120 marks. 
 
Paper 3            (GDC Required)                              1 hr                                        20 % 
 
This paper consist of questions from the option 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
Students hoping to follow a course with any Mathematics content at university are 
greatly advantaged by taking this course.  HL Mathematics may be required for 
certain related courses at university. 
 
Relevant School Excursions and Competitions 
 
A small group of students is offered the opportunity to take part in the ISMTF Senior 
Mathematics competition.  The competition is usually hosted in a European country; 
students would be expected to fund the cost of travelling to the relevant country.  A 
larger number of students also take part in the Mathematics Olympiad Challenge 
which takes place at school in November. 
 
 

9.6.2 IB Mathematics Standard level 
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Background 
 
The Faculty recommends that students have obtained at least a B grade at GCSE to 
embark upon Standard Level Mathematics. 
 
Mathematics SL 
This course caters for students who already possess knowledge of basic 
mathematical concepts, and who are equipped with the skills needed to apply simple 
mathematical techniques correctly. The majority of these students will expect to need 
a sound mathematical background as they prepare for future studies in subjects such 
as Chemistry, Economics, Psychology and Business Administration. 
 
Calculators  
The courses assume that all students have a graphical calculator. The Faculty uses 
the TI84 Plus and buys them in bulk at the beginning of the course with an English 
manual. The discounted cost is then passed on to the student when supplying the 
calculators at the beginning of the course. 
 
IB Mathematics Standard Level syllabus 
(this course was formerly called Mathematical Methods) 
 
Core Content: Algebra; Functions, Equations, Trigonometry, 2d and 3d Vectors, 
Matrices, Statistics and Probability, Introductory Differential Calculus. 
 
Option topics: None 
 
Assessment Mathematics SL 
 
Internal Assessment: 20% made up of one investigation and one modelling piece. 
External Assessment: 80% Terminal Examinations. 
 
Paper 1       (non-calculator)                                   1 hr 30 min                            40 %          
The paper consist of 2 Sections 
 
Section A: Short response questions 
Section B: Extended response questions 
 
Each section is equally weighted. The paper is worth 90 marks. 
 
Paper 2            (GDC Required)                               1 hr 30 min                          40 % 
The paper consist of 2 Sections 
 
Section A: Short response questions 
Section B: Extended response questions 
 
Each section is equally weighted. The paper is worth 90 marks. 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 
Mathematics is an important and highly regarded subject for entry to a wide range of 
Higher Education Courses and Careers including those courses that are not directly 
mathematical or scientific. Some of these include: 
Business Studies: Accounting, Banking, Insurance, Market Research, Industrial 
Relations.  
Engineering: Electrical, Civil, Transport, Space, Biochemical. 
Computer Studies: Data Processing, Software Design, Information Technology. 
Science and Technology: Environmental Sciences, Genetics, Pure Sciences, Health, 
Food Technology, Geophysics, Medicine, Metallurgy, Meteorology. 
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Others: Ceramics, Clothing and Textiles, Surveying, Management Studies, Forestry, 
Horticulture, Hotel Management, Service Industries, Psychology.  

 
Relevant School Excursions and Competitions 
 
A small group of students is offered the opportunity to take part in the ISMTF Senior 
Mathematics competition.  The competition is usually hosted in a European country; 
students would be expected to fund the cost of travelling to the relevant country.  A 
larger number of students also take part in the Mathematics Olympiad Challenge 
which takes place at school in November. 
 

9.6.3 IB Mathematical Studies SL 
 
Background 
Students should have obtained a B grade or better at GCSE to embark upon this 
course. 
 
 
Mathematical Studies SL 
This course is available at SL only. It caters for students with varied backgrounds and 
abilities. More specifically, it is designed to build confidence and encourage an 
appreciation of Mathematics in students who do not anticipate a need for 
Mathematics in their future studies. Students taking this course need to be already 
equipped with fundamental skills and a rudimentary knowledge of basic processes. 
 
Calculators  
The courses assume that all students have a graphical calculator. The Faculty uses 
the TI84 Plus and buys them in bulk at the beginning of the course with an English 
manual. The discounted cost is then passed on to the student when supplying the 
calculators at the beginning of the course. 
 
 
IB Mathematical Studies SL Syllabus  
 
Core Content: Number and Algebra; Sets, Logic and Probability, Functions, 
Geometry and Trigonometry, Statistics, Introductory Differential Calculus, Financial 
Mathematics 
 
Option topics: None 
 
Assessment Mathematical Studies SL 
 
Internal Assessment: Project involving the generation/collection, interpretation, 
analysis and evaluation of information and data ï 20% 
 
External Assessment: 80% Terminal Examinations. 
Paper 1       (non-calculator)                                   1 hr 30 min                            40 %          
The paper consist of 2 Sections 
 
Section A: Short response questions 
Section B: Extended response questions 
 
Each section is equally weighted. The paper is worth 90 marks. 
 
Paper 2            (GDC Required)                               1 hr 30 min                          40 % 
The paper consist of 2 Sections 
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Section A: Short response questions 
Section B: Extended response questions 
 
Each section is equally weighted. The paper is worth 90 marks. 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
We believe that while the course is certainly no preparation for a technical subject at 
university, its breadth and selective depth make it an excellent support for non-
technical subjects. Students emerging with a top grade from a Mathematical Studies 
course will have a practiced range of skills far superior to one coming from a top 
GCSE grade.  
 
Relevant School Excursions and Competitions 
 
A small group of students is offered the opportunity to take part in the ISMTF Senior 
Mathematics competition.  The competition is usually hosted in a European country; 
students would be expected to fund the cost of travelling to the relevant country.  A 
larger number of students also take part in the Mathematics Olympiad Challenge 
which takes place at school in November. 
 
 

9.7 Group 6  The Arts 
 
 

9.7.1 IB Visual Arts (HL & SL) 
 
Background  
 
Ideally, we would expect students who want to take IB Visual Arts to have already 
followed a GCSE course and to have achieved a grade B or above. However, 
students who have not followed a GCSE course would need to bring in a portfolio of 
work, so that their suitability for the course could be assessed. This applies to 
students who have been educated in different systems, as well as to students who 
for whatever reason did not take GCSE. In these cases we would be looking at skills, 
approaches and apparent levels of interest and commitment, as demonstrated in the 
portfolio of work. We would also need to talk to the student to see how they saw their 
work developing. 
 
Skills developed in the course 
 
This course aims to encourage students to question and explore their creative 
response to the world around them, through the artistic process. Through 
independent research, investigative enquiry, experiment and analysis, students will 
have the opportunity to respond creatively and intellectually through the use of visual 
language to create a personal response in media of their choice. 
Initially the course will provide a broadly based foundation in the basic principles of 
visual expression and will encourage students to become familiar with a range of 
tools, materials and processes. Through study, practice, discussion, critical 
assessment and tutorial guidance, the student will be encouraged to develop an 
understanding of how to successfully meet the assessment criteria; to develop their 
own critical faculties and informed aesthetic judgement and to be able to hold and 
communicate their ideas, opinions about the Visual Arts in visual, oral and written 
form. At the end of the first term, students will pursue their individual topics using as 
broad a range of influences, approaches and media as they see fit. 
The course will allow the student to value and experience the cultural heritage of their 
own and other societies, through contextual work, visits to galleries and museums 
and making use of their global citizenship. The learning environment will provide a 
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balance of support and challenge; a loose framework will be put in place to guide 
students through their independent work, to help them to achieve their goals. 
 
The course lays an appropriate foundation for further study in the Visual Arts in 
Higher Education or for related subjects at University. In addition, it is suitable for the 
diverse range of students who wish to develop their interest in and enjoyment of the 
Visual Arts, fostering its value in lifelong learning. 

 
IB Syllabus for HL & SL 
 
For both HL and SL students, the first term will operate as a Foundation Course; this 
consists of four introductory topics, the approaches to which should teach students 
how to be successful students of IB Visual Arts.  
At the end of the first term, in consultation with staff, students will decide on their own 
topic for the rest of the course and will be required to consider the topic from a 
different perspective each month (HL) and every 6 weeks (SL).  
Students will be able to work in as broad a range of media as they choose and will 
need to support Studio Work with a wide range of cultural and contextual work in 
their Investigation Workbooks. By the end of the second term, students will be in a 
position to decide where they wish to put the emphasis in their work; Option A 
requires the emphasis to be on the Studio Work, supported by the Investigation 
Workbook, whereas Option B puts the emphasis on the Investigation, with less work 
required for the Studio component. 
 
Assessment  
 
The externally assessed component, which is determined by the option chosen (see 
below),   carries the most weight and is examined by a visiting examiner; the 
Examination takes the form of an Interview, conducted by the visiting examiner, at 
which the student must discuss his or her work. The smaller component is internally 
assessed. 
In the February immediately before the Examination interview, students receive a 
Candidate Record Book (CRB), in which to document their work.  
The CRB must contain a statement by the student, a written comment by the teacher, 
a photographic record of the selected studio work and A4 sized copies of the 
selected pages from the Investigation Workbooks. It is important that the correct 
number of photographs and workbook pages are included as required for the 
appropriate level and option. The selected Workbook pages must fulfil the 
assessment criteria. 
 
Option A students have to hold an Exhibition, in which the Examination Interview 
takes place. They do not have to display all of their work, but must display the 
selected elements documented in the CRB and all work must be available to the 
visiting examiner during the Examination interview. The examiner marks the Studio 
component; the Investigation Workbook pages are marked internally. 
Option B students also hold an Exhibition,  in which the Examination Interview takes 
place, with the same requirements as above. However, in this case, the examiner 
marks the Investigation Workbook pages; the Studio component is marked internally. 
 
The internal assessment is based on the selected work documented in the CRB. 
 
Studio work is concerned with: understanding, relevance, development, sensitivity to 
materials, technical competence, confidence and independence.  
Investigation Workbook descriptors deal with: cultural/contextual, 
technique/process, investigation, depth/breadth, use of vocabulary, sources, 
presentation and the relationship between the investigation and studio work.  
 
Assessment details for Higher Level  
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Option A (HLA) 
Studio work (60%) ï externally assessed  
Investigation workbooks (40%) ï internally assessed 
Option B (HLB) 
Investigation workbooks (60%) ï externally assessed 
Studio work (40%) ï internally assessed 
HLA students require 12-18 photos of Studio work and 25-30 A4 sized copies of 
pages from the Investigative Workbooks 
HLB students require 8-12 photos of Studio work and 30-40 A4 sized copies of 
pages from the Investigative Workbooks 
 
Assessment details for Standard Level  
 
Option A (SLA) 
Studio work (60%) ï externally assessed 
Investigation workbooks (40%) ï internally assessed 
Option B (SLB) 
Investigation workbooks (60%) ï externally assessed 
Studio work (40%) ï internally assessed 
SLA students require 8-12 photos of Studio work and 15-20 A4 sized copies of 
pages from the Investigative Workbooks 
SLB students require 6-8 photos of Studio work and 25-30 A4 sized copies of pages 
from the Investigative Workbooks 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
 
Students who have studied the Visual Arts can go on to careers or courses in: 
fashion design, architecture, landscape architecture, graphics, advertising, film and 
television, theatre design, product design, industrial design, teaching, poster design, 
textile printing, display and exhibitions, gallery work, layout designer, computer-aided 
design, tailoring, restoration work, design/fashion marketing, printing, window display, 
photography, magazine layout. However it has also been well regarded by 
Universities looking for students studying many disciplines including Medicine and 
Law. 
 
Relevant School Excursions 
 
It is a requirement of the course for students to be familiar with and make 
connections to works of art from different time periods as well as cross-culturally. We 
will be taking a combined IB and AS field trip at an appropriate time in Year 12. All 
students in Year 12 would be encouraged to attend the field course. This course is a 
vital element, allowing students to resource first hand from works of art.  
 
 
 

9.7.2  IB Music Higher and Standard level 
 
Students are required to have:  
  

¶ a genuine interest in listening to a wide range of musical styles  

¶ basic keyboard ability  

¶ a willingness to contribute to and perhaps even lead the extra-curricular 
ensembles of the school, e.g. Choirs, Orchestra, Swing Band, Concert 
Band, String Group, Rock Groups, Recorder Group, Flute Choir, etc.  

¶ a standard of instrumental performance equivalent to at least Grade 5* 
(students must take individual lessons in their main study)  
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¶ a level of notational understanding (treble and bass clefs) equivalent to 
Grade 5* Theory or Music GCSE or iGCSE Music(for an explanation of 
the terms marked with an * above, please consult your Music teacher)  

¶ Ideally, students who have studied at GCSE level should have obtained 
at least a B grade. 

 
Skills developed in the course 
 
The aim of the IBO Music Programme is to give students the opportunity to explore 
the diversity of music throughout the world. It is to encourage students to develop 
perceptual skills through a breadth of musical experiences, where they learn to 
recognize, speculate, analyse, identify, discriminate and hypothesize in relation to 
music. Students are able to develop creativity through Performance and Composing.  
Students are developed as independent learners throughout the course and are 
expected to take serious, individual responsibility for much of their learning 
programme(s). 

 

¶ Through Musical Perception and Analysis, students can be open to a wide 
range of Musical Genres and styles from around the world. They will learn the 
socio-historical context as well as geographical regions.  

 

¶ The Musical Investigation requires the student to complete an independent 
investigation focusing on an exploration, integration of skills and knowledge 
gained throughout the course, and an accurate description and analysis of 
differences and similarities between the musical features of two identifiable 
and distinct musical genres. 

 

¶ Through Performing, students gain the value and experience of performing in 
front of an audience. They develop performing skills through solo and group 
music making. 

 

¶ Through Creating, they develop skills through exploration and investigation of 
musical elements. 

  
SYLLABUS FOR IB MUSIC 
 
Higher Level (3 sections) 240 hours 
 
This is designed for the specialist music student with a background in musical 
performance and 
composition, who may pursue music at university or conservatoire level. 
 
There are THREE compulsory components, with no choice of overall options. 
 
Musical Perception and Analysis (Listening Paper and Musical Investigation) 
Solo Performing: voice or instrument, with one or more recitals 
Creating: three contrasting pieces of coursework, taken from the following choice of 
options ï Composing / Music Technology Composing / Arranging / Improvising / 
Stylistic Techniques 
 
 
Standard Level (3 sections) 150 hours 
 
You course overall can take 3 different forms.  You choose to follow ONE of these 
choices: 
 
EITHER  
Solo Performing Option  
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This is designed for the student who has a background in musical performance. 
Musical Perception and Analysis (Listening Paper and Musical Investigation) 
Solo Performance: voice or instrument, with one or more recitals 
 
OR   
Group Performing Option  
This is designed for students with a general interest in music, or those without prior 
experience, 
particularly members of ensembles. 
Musical Perception and Analysis (Listening Paper and Musical Investigation) 
Group Performance: with two or more public performances containing several pieces 
 
OR   
Creating Option  
This is designed for the student who has a background in musical composition. 
Musical Perception and Analysis (Listening Paper and Musical Investigation) 
Creating:  2 submissions, taken from the following options ï Composing / Music 
Technology Composing / Arranging / Improvising / Stylistic Techniques 
 
 
MUSICAL PERCEPTION AND ANALYSIS (LISTENING PAPER AND MUSICAL 
INVESTIGATION) 
This part of the syllabus is common to all courses, as can be seen above and 
consists of: 
 
Study of Prescribed Work 
Study of Musical Genres and Styles 
Musical Investigation 
 
For the Musical Perception and Analysis, a wide range of genres and styles will be 
covered in both HL and SL, including modern genres (such as Rock, Pop, etc.), 
Western Classical Music, and a wide range of music from different cultures.  
 
The Musical Investigation, Creating and Performing will be taught through individual 
and small group tutorials, guiding students with regard to their own personal needs.  
 
Throughout the course, students will be taught a range of 
Composition/Arranging/Improvising/Music Technology or Stylistic techniques to give 
them sufficient skills to undertake the Creating tasks. 
 
Assessment for IB Music 
 
The Musical Perception/Listening Paper and Musical Investigation are externally 
assessed. 
The Performances and Compositions are internally assessed.  
 
Listening Paper is assessed on : 
A Musical Elements 
B Musical Structure 
C Musical Terminology 
D Musical Context 
 
Musical Investigation is assessed on: 
A Musical Cultures, Examples & Links 
B Analysis and Comparison of Musical Elements 
C Musical Terminology 
D Organisation and Presentation 
E Overall Impression 
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Solo Performing is assessed on: 
A Selection of Programme 
B Technical Proficiency 
C Understanding of Style 
D Musical Communication 
 
Group Performing is assessed on similar Mark Band descriptors to Solo Performing 
 
Creating is assessed on: 
A Overall Impression 
B Musical Coherence 
C Idiomatic Understanding of Instruments 
D Control and Development of Musical Elements 
E Notation 
F Reflection 
 
 
The breakdown in % is as follows: 
  
HIGHER LEVEL 
 
External Assessment 50% 
 
Listening Paper 2½ hours 30% 
Musical extracts and compulsory questions based on the Musical Perception and 
Analysis part of the syllabus. 
Two questions on the prescribed work(s).  
Four questions on other works 
One other question 
 
Musical Investigation 20% 
A written media script of no more than 2000 words investigating the relationships 
between two or more pieces from distinct musical cultures. 
 
Internal Assessment 50% 
 
These components to be internally assessed by the teacher and externally 
moderated by the IBO at the end of the course. 
 
Solo Performing (25%) 
Presentation of one or more solo recitals (approximately 20 minutes). 
 
Creating (25%) 
Three contrasting pieces of coursework, with recordings and a written statement, 
taken from the following options ï Composing / Music Technology Composing / 
Arranging / Improvising / Stylistic Techniques 
 
 
STANDARD LEVEL 
 
External Assessment 50% 
 
Listening Paper 2 1/4 hours  hours (30%) 
Musical extracts and compulsory questions based on the Musical Perception and 
Analysis part of the syllabus. 
Two questions on the prescribed work.  
Three questions on other works.  
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Musical Investigation (20%) 
A written media script of no more than 2000 words investigating the 
relationships between two or more pieces from distinct musical cultures. 
 
Internal Assessment 50% 
 
One of the following options. These components to be internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IBO at the end of the course. 
 
Solo Performing  
Presentation of one or more solo recitals (approximately 15 minutes). 
 
Group Performing  
Presentation of two public performances (20-30 minutes). 
 
Creating   
Two pieces of courseworkwith recordings and a written statement. 
Creating:  2 submissions, taken from the following options ï Composing / Music 
Technology Composing / Arranging / Improvising / Stylistic Techniques 
 
Students are encouraged to be regular concert-goers and experience as wide 
a range of different musical styles and settings as time allows, particularly in 
relevant genres.   From time to time, the Music Department may arrange 
workshops, concert visits and music- related visits, and students will be 
informed about these when they are planned to take place.  
 
 
 

9.7.3  IB Theatre Higher and Standard  
 
Background 

 
Students are usually expected to have gained a grade B in GCSE English and either 
English Literature or Drama at the Higher Paper. Students coming from different 
systems of education will be expected to demonstrate a level of proficiency in English 
deemed as equivalent to GCSE by the school, and to show evidence of having 
studied set texts in depth. 
 
It is important to state that this course, because of the need for group activities, 
requires a minimum of four students to make it viable. That decision will be made 
once the deadline for the submission of final options choices has passed (12 
February, 2010) 

 
Skills Developed 

 
The focus of the Theatre Studies course is on both working individually and as a 
member of an ensemble. The purpose of the course will be to give the students the 
opportunity and the knowledge to develop organizational and technical skills in order 
to express themselves creatively in theatre. 
The aims of the theatre course are to give the students the experience of a wide and 
varied, broad and balanced programme of study which will develop the studentsô 
understanding of theatre, the skills of creativity and analysis, reflection and 
evaluation, and the technical skills necessary for presenting theatre. 
The emphasis will be on a practical approach to explore the area being studied i.e. 
through workshops or the practical application of skills learned. The collaborative 
nature of theatre and the commitment needed will be emphasized throughout. 
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IB Syllabus HL & SL 

 
The following elements will be covered by the course: 
 
Å Performance skills 
Å World Theatre Studies 
Å Play analysis and interpretation 
Å Independent project 
 
Although these are distinct elements they will be taught in an integrated way through 
the following activities: 
 
Å The study of theatre practitioners 
Å The study of the role of the director and practical experience of the role 
Å The study and practice of performance skills both as an individual  performer 

and as part of a group ensemble 
Å The study and practical application of technical and design skills 
Å Analysis of play texts 
Å The study of rehearsal techniques  
Å Practical engagement in creating and presenting performances 
Å Performance analysis of theatre productions and own work 
Å The study and practical application of theatrical practices from other 
 cultures/historical periods, for example, Kabuki, Commedia dôell Arte, 

 
Assessment for HL & SL  
 
The Theatre Studies course will be assessed both internally and externally. At both 
Standard Level and Higher Level students are required to produce a research 
investigation with supporting visual materials. They are also required to produce a 
practical performance proposal with supporting visual materials. Higher Level 
students are also required to submit a report. The research investigation and 
practical performance proposal comprise 50% of the assessment to be assessed 
externally. 
Students are also required to give a theatre performance and production presentation 
and an independent project portfolio, these will be assessed internally and comprise 
the remaining 50%. 
An element of continual assessment will also comprise part of the course.  
 
 
What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 
Drama and Theatre Studies can be studied as a single subject in higher education or 
can be combined with a wide variety of other subjects. It forms a good basis for study 
in any arts-based subject in combination with, for example, History, Media Studies, 
Philosophy, Law, Politics and languages.  

 
Relevant school excursions 

 
The English and Drama Faculty organise regular visits to the theatre and to hear 
writers speak at festivals such as óCrossing Bordersô. 
 
 

 Appendix 
 

BSN A Level Examination Results: 2005-09 
 

A2 results 2005-09. 
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2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 

%A 42.06 36.64 43.19 48.8 33.05 

%A-B 67.2 65.27 69.86 68.4 62.34 

%A-C 88.62 82.06 86.67 86.4 79.08 

%A-D 96.56 94.28 93.33 93.6 92.05 

%A-E 99.21 99.62 97.39 98.8 97.91 

 

A2 pass grades range from A to E. 
 
The quality of our outcomes has, of course, a direct influence on which 
courses and universities students apply for. Over the years we have 
built up an excellent record with usually around 80% of our students 
obtaining their first-choice course at their preferred university or 
college. 
 

University Course 

Aberdeen Biomedical Science (Anatomy) 

Aberdeen Law 

Amsterdam University College Liberal Arts and Sciences (Biology) 

Bedford Applied Psychology 

Berkeley, USA Music 

Birmingham International Studies with French 

Bournemouth Multimedia 

Bournemouth Events Management 

Bristol Mechanical Engineering  

Bristol Aeronautical Engineering 

Brunel Sociology 

Brunel Biomedical Sciences (Human Health) 

Camberwell School of Art Foundation Art 

Cambridge (Clare) Mathematics 

Cambridge (Downing) Chemical Engineering (via Engineering) 

Cambridge (Homerton) Natural Sciences 

Cambridge (Homerton) Natural Sciences 

Cambridge (Newnham) Natural Sciences 

Cambridge (Sidney Sussex) Law 

Cardiff Electrical and Electronic Engineering 

Créapôle ESDI École de Création, Paris Design 

Durham Economics 

East Anglia Law with French Law and Language 

East Anglia 
International Relations and Modern 
History 

East Anglia Environmental Sciences 

Florida Institute of Technology,  US Forensic Psychology 

University of Florida Mechanical Engineering 

Glamorgan, Wales Master of Chiropractic 










